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by Edward S. Banas, Sr.
(NAPSA)—Thousands of Amer-

ican soldiers are, right now, en-
gaged in Afghanistan and Iraq in
a fight for freedom and security. A
fight for the right of all people—
not just Americans—to live in a
world free of terror and fear.
America’s veterans understand
that fight. They understand that
it takes courage and conviction to
never chafe at the burden of their
obligations or the agony of their
choices—that standing for free-
dom is a conviction to themselves
and their only commitment to
mankind.

Now all members of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars must be the
ones to introduce those who don’t
understand that price—to the vet-
eran who has lost a limb but not
his dignity, or the mother and
father that have been told their
son or daughter will never be com-
ing home, or the young wife learn-
ing her husband will be disabled
forever, or the child that has lost a
parent so that he or she may grow
up in a secure and free country. 

It is incumbent upon us, the
leaders of this great veterans'
service organization, to deliver
this message with courage and
conviction.

As veterans advocates, we are
on the frontlines of improving and
protecting the benefits and enti-
tlements of our nation’s veterans.
We are the veterans’ voice on
Capitol Hill.

With over 100,000 veterans
currently waiting six months or
more to see a doctor, it makes me
sick to think that convicted crimi-
nals get better access to health
care than some veterans. All vet-
erans must be entitled to a full

continuum of health care benefits
to include long-term care and a
prescription drug benefit that is
better than Medicare. 

That is why it is critically
important for us to remain stead-
fast in our fight to secure full
funding for the VA Health Care
system through mandatory fund-
ing or some other guaranteed
funding mechanism. 

It is also important for us to
ensure that as VA works to reduce
the veterans benefit claims back-
log that they do not sacrifice qual-
ity for quantity. 

Sadly, many of our WWII and
Korean veterans are passing
away before they ever receive
their entitlements.

They did not serve their coun-
try for profit. They fought for an
ideal—the enduring ideal of free-
dom that has been the force
behind all of America’s excursions.
Freedom that is the cause for
which each and every one of them
stood for in harm’s way to defend.

Those heroes put their lives
between America and war ma-

chines intent on destroying us.
Unfortunately, WWII and Ko-

rean veterans are passing away at
a rate of 1,800 a day. The National
Cemetery system must accommo-
date these departed heroes in the
dignified manner to which they
are entitled. 

To the members of our Armed
Forces I say we love you, we sup-
port you, we are proud of you and
while you are serving us we are
serving you. 

We have and always will fight
for an improved quality of life for
you and your families because we
were once in your shoes and we
understand the sacrifices you
make to serve us. You deserve
better pay, housing, healthcare
and education for you and your
dependents. 

When members of America’s
Armed Forces return home from
overseas we want them as mem-
bers of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. It is a changing world out
there and as the world changes we
must be willing to change with it.
If we are not to shoulder the bur-
den of leadership in the veterans
and military community then who
will? The alternatives are neither
pleasant nor acceptable.

Great organizations which fail
to meet their responsibilities are
consigned to the dust bins of his-
tory. Only with a new generation
of veterans and their infusion of
camaraderie and ideas can we
hope to provide positive and inno-
vative solutions to our future chal-
lenges. The VFW will continue it’s
struggle as long as there is an
America.

Edward S. Banas, Sr. is Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States.
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(NAPSA)—Recently, 90 per-
cent of vehicles inspected during
National Car Care Month failed
one or more aspects of the inspec-
tion, which underscores the need
for consumer education, accord-
ing to the Car Care Council. The
inspection lanes, conducted
throughout the United States by
sponsoring local organizations
and businesses, were part of the
automotive aftermarket indus-
try’s ongoing public awareness
campaign, “Be Car Care Aware.”

The fact that nine out of 10
vehicles inspected required some
maintenance reinforces the need
for the motoring public to become
more aware of the maintenance
needs of their vehicles. 

The following were some of the
results:

Lubricants and Fluids
Thirty-eight percent of vehicles

had low, overfull or dirty motor
oil. Forty-six percent of the vehi-
cles inspected needed washer
fluid. Twenty-five percent had low
or dirty power steering fluid, 22
percent of inspected vehicles had
either low, overfull or burnt trans-
mission fluid and 10 percent of
vehicles had low brake fluid.

Fifteen percent of the vehicles
had low levels of coolant. Thirteen
percent of vehicles needed a
coolant flush, which is needed to
protect the system from rust, dirt
and mineral deposits.

Windshield Wipers, Parts
Twenty-one percent of vehicles

had front windshield wiper fail-
ures and 14 percent of vehicles
needed service on their rear
wipers and/or washer.

At least one belt was reported
as unsatisfactory in 19 percent of
the vehicles and 12 percent of the
vehicles required at least one new
hose. Sixteen percent of the vehi-
cles checked needed new air filters. 

Battery cables, clamps and ter-
minals were found to need main-
tenance in 19 percent of the vehi-
cles and 5 percent of the batteries
were not properly held down. Ten
percent of the vehicles inspected
had low battery fluid and 8 per-
cent had improper test eye
readings. 

Tires, Lights
Fifty-four percent of the vehi-

cles were found to have improp-
erly inflated tires and 14 percent
had worn treads and were in need
of replacement. 

In the lights area, 8 percent of
vehicles inspected needed work on
at least one of their turn signals.
Six percent of vehicles had prob-
lems with at least one of their
brake lights and 5 percent of vehi-
cles failed their side light inspec-
tion. Only 1 percent of vehicles
failed the inspection for their
headlights, parking lights, tail-
lights, backup lights and license
plate lights. 

As part of the “Be Car Care
Aware” education campaign, the
Car Care Council is offering a free
service interval schedule to help
take the guesswork out of what
vehicle systems need to be rou-
tinely inspected and when service
or repair should be performed. To
learn more, visit www.carcare.org. 

Inspections Make Drivers More Car Care Aware

(NAPSA)—If buying jewelry
makes you sparkle then you may
be drawn to the unveiling of two
new, state-of-the-art, digital
production studios in a live, 24/7
p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r m a t .  T h e
studios, incorporated into ACN
Jewelry Television, come complete
with props designed to simulate
the experience of buying jewelry
and gemstones in a unique retail
environment.  

“Our goal is to provide a cre-
ative and educational on-air envi-
ronment to support our interac-
tive programming,” explains Joyce
Richman, ACN’s vice president of
Television Programming. “The
studios are very unique to the
industry. For example, since ACN
is one of the world’s largest retail-
ers of loose gemstones, we have
chosen museum-quality gemstone
specimens, including a 150-mil-
lion-year-old fossilized Ammonite
to create interest on the set.
(Ammonites are flat fossilized spi-
ral shells similar to the nautilus.)
Fashion-forward jewelry displays
and gemstones in rough form are
integrated into the studio experi-
ence as well. You certainly won’t
see anything like it on home shop-
ping programming.”

The new studios will be further
enhanced by an updated on-air
graphics package that is consis-
tent with ACN’s emerging pro-
gramming strategy. The studios
were designed and built by an
internal team of construction
engineers and took about three
months to complete. 

ACN is the nation’s fourth
largest home shopping network
whose mission is to open the
world of jewelry and gemstones to
everyone. Founded in 1993, ACN
is currently seen in more than 60
million homes on a full or part-
time basis. For more information
about ACN visit www.acntv.com.

Jewelry And Gemstones For Sale In Unique Environment

Museum-quality gemstones are
creating interest among con-
sumers who like home shopping
programming.

(NAPSA)—Here, for a change,
is good news about science educa-
tion: budding scientists may soon
know more and enjoy learning
more, thanks to the efforts of many
famous ones. 

Nobel Prize winners and other
award-winning scientists from
across the country are helping
NEC Foundation of America and
Science Service celebrate science
education through NEC Extreme
Science, a program to encourage
young people to explore careers in
science. 

The centerpiece of the program
is NEC Give a Day, Make a
Difference, which brings together
middle-school students and teach-
ers with some of the nation’s most
accomplished scientists, engineers
and astronauts. Among them are
recipients of U.S. Nobel, PECASE,
CAREER, National Medal of
Science, Fermi, Lawrence, and
National Medal of Technology
awards. Participating scientists com-
mit a portion of their day to work
one-on-one with a class as a means
to introduce them to the importance
of science and technology. 

Studies have found that per-
sonal interaction with role models
can significantly bolster students’
performance in school, increase
their interest in learning, and per-

haps more importantly, build self-
confidence in their own abilities.

The program also includes
NEC Perfect Classroom Competi-
tion, a national contest for middle-
school science teachers. Research
indicates that teachers personally
spend an average of $400 per year
on classroom supplies. Designed
to supplement teachers’ efforts to
provide the best classroom experi-
ence for their students, the compe-
tition will award a total of $9,000
to the winning teachers. 

To enter, teachers are asked to
submit their vision of the perfect
classroom through a video essay.
To learn more about the competi-
tion and hands-on activities you
can conduct with a young person
you know, visit www.sciserv.org/nec
foundation.asp.

Inspiring Future Scientists

NEC Extreme Science inspires
students nationwide.

***
Every man’s ability may be
strengthened or increased by
culture.

—Sir John Joseph Caldwell
Abbott

***

***
Mental attitude and concen-
tration are the keys to pitching.

—Ferguson Jenkins
***

***
Never take advice, including
this.

—Katherine Anne Porter
***




