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(NAPSA)—In a hurried and
hectic world, many parents would
like to find a way to keep their
children from growing up quite so
fast.

According to a recent Yan-
kelovich survey, 72 percent of the
mothers of preschoolers, ages 2 to
5, were “very concerned” that their
children would grow up too quickly. 

To make the most of the “magi-
cal” preschool years, parents may
want to encourage activities and
toys that involve age-appropriate
role playing.

Early infant games like “peek-
a-boo” can be used to ease the
anxiety of parent-child separation
and for toddlers, elaborate make
believe can help them to learn
about the world and come to
terms with it.

Through pretend play and
make believe, preschoolers learn
to feel in control of a situation. By
pretending to be the princess of
their own kingdom, complete with
costumes and props, girls can feel
empowered and also much loved.

Also, asking children to visual-
ize one object as another—a card-
board tiara as a real one—helps
them learn to visualize things and
may give them a learning advan-
tage when they get to school and
have to think in terms of symbols,
such as numbers.

Adorable, innocent, magical
toys such as the My First Princess
toy line from Fisher-Price®, support
role playing because they were cre-
ated specially for preschoolers.

My First Princesses Cinderella,
Snow White, Belle and Ariel look
just the way they looked before
“once upon a time” when they
were little girls. Preschoolers will
find it easier to relate to My First

Princess because they look just
like them.

Playing out these storybook
themes enables moms to engage
their daughters in interactive,
fantasy play with safe and famil-
iar themes.

The fantasy begins with Dis-
ney’s My First Princess Spin ’N
Surprise Castle featuring three
princesses in three castles, each
section themed to a different
princess, Cinderella, Belle and
Snow White. 

In each section, little girls can
press the character icon to hear
one of the character phrases, a
melody or sound effects, and see
lights.

The My First Princess line also
features toys that enhance creative
play with Dress ’N Spin Cin-
derella, as well as interactive play
with Bathtime Ariel, Bedtime Cin-
derella and Musical TV Storybook.

For more information on the
Disney Line of Toys by Fisher-
Price, call 1-800-432-KIDS (5437).

To nurture age-appropriate play,
the Spin ’N Surprise Castle fea-
tures three different princesses.

Making The Most Of The “Magical”
Preschool Years

(NAPSA)—Even driver’s educa-
tion teachers need the occasional
tune-up. At least that’s what tire
retailer Olin Mott believes. The
Hillsborough County, Fla., busi-
nessman invited local driver ’s
education instructors to an area
high school for his first “Driver’s
Education Professional Study
Day,” in which teachers-turned-
students reviewed safe driving
techniques. Mott, not surprisingly,
led the session on the importance
of tire maintenance.

“Workshops like this can be
especially useful this time of year
as both students and driver’s edu-
cation teachers return to school,”
says Mac Demere, former driving
school instructor and currently a
test driver for Michelin, which
provided tire guides to the work-
shop. He notes that checking tires
seasonally can lead to year-round
safety. “Many drivers remember to
check their tires before winter
starts, but they sometimes forget
that there are three other sea-
sonal changes that can affect
tires.” 

For students who will begin dri-
ving this fall, or those already
licensed, it’s never too early to take
an interest in the basics of tire
maintenance. When it comes to
driver’s education, proper tire care
means giving the student driver
tires that perform at their best in
virtually all conditions. Safety is
the obvious advantage of this, but
there are financial benefits as well.   

“There are several easy steps
teenagers can take to guarantee

that they’ll make the grade not
only in the classroom but on the
road,” says Demere. First, be sure
to check tire pressure monthly
and before any trip. (Look for a
sticker that shows the correct
pressure on the driver’s doorpost,
on the glove compartment lid, on
the fuel filler door or in the
owner ’s manual.) Properly in-
flated tires will improve fuel
mileage, ride performance, and
vehicle handling. “Underinflated
tires cause the tread to wear
faster and unevenly,” he says. 

Worn tires, in fact, may indi-
cate a host of problems, such as
misalignment, tire and wheel
imbalance, or suspension prob-
lems. Worn tires may also con-
tribute to hydroplaning—the
skimming effect caused by tires
losing contact with a surface cov-
ered by water. 

Demere uses a handy trick to
diagnose the wear and tear on his
tires. “Place a penny into the shal-
lowest groove of the tread with
Lincoln’s head facing down,” he
suggests. “If the top of the head is
visible, then the tire should be
replaced. So you should start
shopping for tires before that
point.”

Safe driving is not only about
learning the rules of the road, it’s
also about making sure your car
and its tires are in good shape. As
Mott pointed out to his class of
driver’s education teachers (who
will no doubt tell their students),
“your car is only as safe as you
make it.”

Tire Dealer Calls Driver’s Education
Instructors Back-to-School

Digital Imaging
(NAPSA)—Today 40 percent of

U.S. households own a digital
camera; 50 percent of all cam-
corders in U.S. homes are digital. 

According to the Consumer
Electronics Association (CEA),
people get digital cameras to send
photos by e-mail and to post them
on the Internet. 

Before making the switch to
digital, there are a few things to
consider. First, look at the number

of pixels a camera has. Higher
pixels equal better prints, but also
a more expensive price tag.  Also
be sure to check out the periph-
eral devices (USB cables, docking
stations, printers) you will need to
print, edit and store your digital
images.

To learn more, visit the CEA
Web site at www.CE.org.

More and more, people see
digital cameras as making pho-
tography more fun.
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Executive Director of Student
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(NAPSA)—If you’re a parent

whose child is close to college age,
you’ve probably worried about ris-
ing tuition and discovered it will
be necessary to take out loans for
your child’s educational expenses.
There are many options to choose
and it can be difficult to deter-
mine which loan is best.  Students
must complete the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) to be considered for fed-
eral aid, which includes grants,
student employment, and loans.
A p p l y  t h r o u g h  FA F S A a t
www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

The two most common types of
loans are federal and private.
Under the federal loan umbrella
are: Stafford loans, Federal PLUS
(Parent Loans for Undergraduate
Students) and Perkins loans. The
popular Stafford loans, are low-
interest and government-guaran-
teed. Students may postpone
repayment until graduation. Both
subsidized (need-based) and
unsubsidized (non-need-based)
loans are offered. 

PLUS loans allow parents of
dependent undergraduate students
(in school at least half time) to bor-
row federally guaranteed money at
a low interest rate for their child’s
education. These loans are great
for parents who don’t qualify for
need-based financial aid, but can’t
afford to pay for all the college
expenses. 

Perkins loans are subsidized,
low-interest (five percent) loans
for students with exceptional
financial need. They have a fixed
interest rate, flexible repayment
terms, no fees and deferment
options. 

Private or Alternative Loans
help if you don’t qualify for federal
loans.  These loans may be

obtained from schools, banks and
education loan organizations.
Terms will usually vary as they
are based on credit history. Since
the federal government does not
guarantee private loans, lenders
assume a greater risk and may
charge higher interest rates and
fees. 

You should first determine if
your child qualifies for a subsi-
dized Stafford loan and a Perkins
loan. To cover any remaining lack
of funds, students can apply for
the unsubsidized loan and private
loans. Parents of dependent
undergraduate students can apply
for the PLUS loan.

Parents also have other
options, such as home equity
loans, lines of credit and borrow-
ing from retirement funds.
Regardless of which option you
choose, always consider using up
any remaining unsubsidized
Stafford loan eligibility before tap-
ping into other loans. 

Additional information regard-
ing loans and application
processes may be found at
www.nelnet.net (National Educa-
tion Loan Network). With over 25
years of experience in student
lending, Nelnet provides compre-
hensive services for students, par-
ents and schools.

Find The Right Student Loan For You

(NAPSA)—Every day, thou-
sands of people are faced with a
critical medical condition that
may not be responding to existing
or traditional treatments. These
people desperately seek informa-
tion that is both reputable and
easily understood. Increasingly,
more and more people are turning
to the Internet to find the latest
information about new treatments
for their condition. New Web sites
such as Novartis Pharmaceuticals’
eTrials are offering patients and
doctors unprecedented access to
information about clinical trials
and new drugs in development. 

In developing new medicines,
the pharmaceutical industry must
follow stringent FDA regulations
to ensure these medicines are
both safe and effective. However,
because of this process, it can take
years for a new medicine to reach
patients—time many patients and
their families sometimes just don’t
have. For some patients, access to
new drugs in development can be
a critical component of care. 

The first place to go for infor-
mation should always be the doc-
tor’s office. After all, your doctor is
there to oversee the treatment

plan and to monitor the patient
along the way. If the patient is
searching for additional informa-
tion and is interested in learning
all available options, visiting a
Web site such as eTrials may
prove helpful.  

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corp.
is currently sponsoring clinical tri-
als for dozens of disease conditions,
including diabetes, breast cancer,
irritable bowel syndrome (IBS),
osteoporosis, rheumatoid arthritis,
hypertension (high blood pressure),
colorectal cancer, and much more.
For a complete list of clinical trials,
visit Novartis eTrials at http://etri
als.novartis.com.

Technology Provides Patients Unprecedented
Access To Clinical Trials

Dogs and wolves yawn as a
sign of contentment.

The energy in an average one-
day hurricane could power the
U.S. for three years.

A group of kangaroos is called
a “mob.”




