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(NAPSA)—Spending money is
easy; saving it is another matter.
That’s why the Treasury Depart-
ment is making it easier for
Americans to purchase, manage
and redeem U.S. Savings Bonds
through TreasuryDirect at www.
treasurydirect.gov. 

“Savings bonds are a safe in-
vestment that can be purchased
securely by anyone with Internet
access, 24 hours a day, seven days
a week,” said Don Hammond,
Treasury Fiscal Assistant Secre-
tary. “Savings bonds provide a
guaranteed return.” 

Designed for individuals seek-
ing to protect the purchasing
power of their savings by earning
a guaranteed real rate of return, I
bonds are the most recent addi-
tion to the savings bonds program.
I bonds are an accrual-type secu-
rity, meaning interest is credited
monthly for up to 30 years and
paid when the bond is cashed. The
interest rate on the I bond is cur-
rently 4.66 percent. 

I bonds can be purchased elec-
tronically after establishing a
TreasuryDirect account. Setting
up an account takes only minutes
and uses the latest software to
authenticate new customers
while protecting their personal
information. 

There are no fees or paper-
work involved in managing a
TreasuryDirect account. Accounts
are tied to an existing savings or
checking account at a financial
institution, making it easy to
make additional purchases when-
ever a little extra money is avail-
able. Account holders can also
schedule regular deposits into
TreasuryDirect to coincide with

paydays or any other pattern
they choose. Redemption is easy,
too, with proceeds transferred
directly into the designated bank
account. 

At the end of each TreasuryDi-
rect transaction, customers can
print a confirmation for their
records. Account holders will
receive e-mail notification when-
ever there is a transaction in their
account. They will not receive a
paper bond. 

Savings bonds are a practical
investment for long-term financial
goals, such as retirement and col-
lege expenses. Individuals can
purchase savings bonds in penny
increments beginning at $25—
which makes them a practical
investment for those who don’t
have a great deal of money to save
regularly—and up to $30,000. 

In the future, the ability to
purchase and manage additional
Treasury securities, such as mar-
ketable bills and notes, will be
added to TreasuryDirect. To learn
more about savings bonds and
how to open an account, visit
www.treasurydirect.gov.

Online Investing In U.S. Savings Bonds Is E-asy

Consumers can now use Trea-
suryDirect to purchase, manage
and redeem savings bonds.

(NAPSA)—If you’re worried
your preschooler may not be mak-
ing the grade, here’s some hearten-
ing news. Early childhood educa-
tion studies find that children in
high quality child care are better
equipped for kindergarten, demon-
strating critical language develop-
ment, mathematical ability, think-
ing, attention and behavior skills
in school.

Now a major provider of qual-
ity infant, toddler, preschool, pre-
kindergarten and school-age
learning programs, has partnered
with a leading educational pub-
lisher to focus specifically on help-
ing young children acquire the
important learning skills that will
help them be successful through-
out their school years. This com-
prehensive, research-based, year-
long early childhood curriculum
addresses all areas of children’s
development—academic, social,
personal and physical—through
integrated themes that make the
learning process both effective
and fun.

Nearly 600 Children’s World
Learning Centers have integrated
into their classrooms a break-
through curriculum developed by
early childhood experts at
Scholastic. The curriculum show-
cases Clifford the Big Red Dog to
help capture and keep children’s
attention.

This curriculum is the first to
address the Early Reading First
portion of the No Child Left
Behind Act President Bush signed
into law earlier this year.

The curriculum offers unique
educational components that
include learning activities in both

English and Spanish. Spanish-
speaking families and children
who are not bilingual can all bene-
fit from this part of the curricu-
lum. Early exposure to foreign
languages has been shown to help
brain development that will make
later learning of a new language
easier.

Since preschoolers are too
young to take tests, the Scholastic
Early Childhood Program has
included informal assessment tools
where teachers can track student
progress by keeping observational
records, creating individual pro-
files, and collecting children’s work
in portfolios. More formal assess-
ment includes checklists that mon-
itor a child’s development. Results
from the checklists then can be
used to identify potential learning
problems and help plan instruc-
tional activities.

For more information on Chil-
dren’s World, visit their Web site
at www.childrensworld.com.

Teach Your Children Well

An early educational program
can help prepare your children
for kindergarten.

(NAPSA)—Simplicity is key to
developing a successful financial
portfolio. According to Rande
Speigelman of the Schwab Center
for Investment Research, con-
sumers should focus on the KISS
principle—Keep It Simple, Sweet-
heart. Simplifying finances can
save more than time and hassle. It
can also save money.  

Below are five steps to simplify
your finances.

Consolidate Accounts
Too many accounts scattered

among banks and brokerage
houses creates problems: It ’s
harder to track investments and
you may be paying more in fees.
Consolidating investment ac-
counts—even banking services—
with a single provider makes
managing financial affairs far
easier. In addition, you will be
more likely to meet minimum
balance requirements and pay
less in fees.

Cut Down on Credit Cards
If you have more than one or

two major credit cards, in addition
to numerous department store
and/or gas station cards, you prob-
ably have too many. Even if you
don’t use them all, a large number
of cards can hurt your credit rat-
ing because lenders may be wary
of all that available credit. If you
do use more than one or two
cards, you could end up making a
handful of minimum payments
each month, burying yourself in
interest payments.

Mutual Funds: Enough is
Enough

Too many funds, particularly in
a single asset class style such as
large-cap growth, could turn you
into a “closet indexer.” You end up
paying higher fees for active man-
agement when, if you put your
mutual funds all together, you’d
get pretty much the same thing if
you bought an index fund. Even
worse, all those different man-
agers could be buying the same
stocks, increasing your risk and
exposure. By consolidating your
portfolio into fewer funds, you
could find your portfolio is both
easier to track and less costly. 

IRAs: All for One and 
One for All

There may be estate planning
reasons to hold more than one IRA
but for most of us, one traditional
IRA, one Roth IRA and one
employer plan such as a 401(k)
should do the trick. If you have
more than one traditional IRA, con-
sider consolidating them into a sin-
gle account. And if you have 401(k)
assets with a former employer, con-
sider rolling them over into your
traditional IRA.  You’ll find it easier
to keep track of your investments
and you might even end up paying
less in fees overall. 

Filter the Noise
With newspapers, magazines,

radio, television and the Internet,
we have access to more financial
news and information than previ-
ous generations could ever have
imagined. Unfortunately, access to
lots of information doesn’t always
lead to wise decision-making.
Financial goals should be mea-
sured in years and decades, so
don’t make rash decisions based
on day-to-day news. Tune out the
clatter and stay on course with
long-term goals.

For additional tips on how to
simplify your finances, visit
www.schwab.com

Prospectuses containing more
complete information, including
management fees, charges and
expenses, are available from
Schwab. Please read the prospec-
tus carefully before investing or
sending money. Charles Schwab &
Co., Inc. Member SIPC/NYSE.
(0803-12057)

KISS Financial Hassles Goodbye

Many people love the idea of con-
solidating their finances.

(NAPSA)—Homeowners are
not only looking for ways to pro-
vide functional quick fixes to
items in and around their
houses, but they also want their
repairs to look good. Rips, tears
or cracks on items such as lawn
chairs, suitcases, automobile
seats and window screens can
easily be fixed with Scotch trans-
parent duct tape from 3M. The
“clear” benefit is that this duct
tape is transparent when ap--
plied, so repairs are less notice-
able. Scotch transparent duct
tape is water- and UV-resistant
for both indoor and outdoor use
and lasts six times longer than
traditional gray duct tapes.

The heating, ventilating and
air conditioning (HVAC) contrac-
tor selected to inspect, upgrade
or install an air conditioning sys-
tem is as critical to the system’s
successful operation as the
equipment itself. The experts at
York® Heating and Cooling sug-
gest you check for membership in
professional organizations such
as NATE (North American Tech-
nician Excellence). To learn more
about selecting a quality HVAC

contractor, visit the Web site at
www.yorkupg.com or call 1-800-
910-YORK.

The blossoming popularity of
all things Latin—music, food and
fashion—is helping to popularize
one new scent that evokes the
intoxicating warmth of tropical
afternoons. Offering an exhilarat-
ingly sensual odyssey to a lush,
flower-filled island is Oscar Latin
Light, a scent created to capture
the atmosphere of Santo Domingo,
home of designer Oscar de la
Renta. Other scents capturing the
inspiration of summer include
Boucheron’s Initial Perle de Soleil,
First by Van Cleef & Arpels, and
Opium Eau d’été.

(NAPSA)—For people with
serious medical conditions such
as cardiovascular disease, chronic
heart failure, cancer or diabetes,
there may be an additional health
risk that could go overlooked or
untreated: anemia. According to
the National Anemia Action
Council, anemia is associated
with increased mortality (risk of
death), increased morbidity (risk
of disease) and decreased quality
of life. By helping people to iden-
tify the signs and symptoms of
anemia  talk to their doctors
about diagnosis and treatment,
NACC is focused on raising
awareness of anemia, stimulating
new research and treatment
approaches and improving
patient outcomes. To learn more,
visit www.anemia.org.

Most cancer patients don’t
think about how cancer can affect
the health of their bones. How-
ever, cancer and its treatments
can affect bones in two ways.
Firstly, hormone therapies, which
are commonly used to treat
breast and prostate cancers, may
increase the risk of osteoporosis,
even in men. Secondly, sometimes
cancer can spread or metastasize
from its original site to the bone,
resulting in weak and unstable
bones. Cancer Care has developed
an informative program about
Caring for Bones During Cancer
to provide cancer patients and
their families with accurate infor-
mation. For more information,
you can visit CancerCare.org or
call 1-800-813-HOPE.

One way to help avoid mos-
quito bites is to limit outdoor
activity at dusk and dawn, when
mosquito activity is highest. How-
ever, as most gardeners know,
these are the best times to work
in the garden. If you garden dur-
ing these times, remember to pro-
tect yourself. Use a DEET-based
insect repellent such as Ultrathon
insect repellent from 3M. Origi-
nally developed to protect U.S.
troops, Ultrathon insect repellent
lotion was rated the number one
insect repellent by a leading con-
sumer magazine.

***
Having the courage to live
within one’s means is
respectability.

—Benjamin Disraeli
***

***
Friends will not only live in har-
mony, but in melody.

—Henry David Thoreau
***




