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(NAPSA)—According to the
United States Census Bureau,
nearly 43 million Americans move
to a new home each year, with
half of these people relocating
during the summer months when
the weather is most cooperative
and the kids are out of school.

Since most of us have moved at
some point in our lives, we all
know the process of moving can
sometimes be disruptive and
stressful. If you know anyone
moving this summer, the following
tips can help you ease their stress
and help them settle more com-
fortably into their new home:

• Be Proactive. Bring pack-
ing supplies to their home and
help pack boxes. You can also
organize a tag sale to clear out
any unwanted but still useful
items. 

• Lend a Helping Hand.
Offer to babysit the kids or walk
the dog while your friends and
family are moving. You can also
help by bringing a pizza for dinner
or a home-cooked meal.

• Deliver a Sense of “home.”
Sometimes all it takes to make
someone feel at home is a bouquet
of pretty flowers or the scent of
freshly-brewed coffee wafting
through the air. Give presents
that instill comfort and warmth,
like scented candles, flowers, pic-
tures of loved ones, or someone’s
favorite foods and treats. 

Many companies have created
special products to help movers
better ease into their new home
and new life. Gevalia® Kaffe, fine
purveyor of European coffee,
offers many delightful gift baskets
online. Gifts like the Gevalia Good
Morning Breakfast basket are full
of rich coffee and other gourmet

goodies, including blueberry muf-
fin mix, pancake mix, real Ver-
mont syrup, tea and much more.

• Get Them “In the Know.”
Help your friends discover their
new neighborhood by giving them
a new membership to the local
gym, or gift certificate to a beauty
salon or restaurant in the area.

• Set Up Tranquility. Help
your friends settle into their new
home by cleaning, unpacking and
setting up their belongings.

If new people are moving into
your neighborhood, welcome them
with any of the great gift ideas
listed above. You can also pass
them some literature on the
neighborhood, local organizations
or other points of interest.

For more ways to make a move
easier for your loved ones, check
out the following sites for tips and
great gift ideas.

• www.gevalia.com—to order
fine coffee and much more.

• www.ymca.net—to locate the
nearest YMCA in your new
community.

• www.monstermoving.com—to
find free relocation advice and
helpful move planning tools and
resources.

Movers Need All The Help They Can Get

A Good Morning Breakfast
Tray basket can be just the thing
to turn a house into a home.

(NAPSA)—It’s common know-
ledge that the simplest way to
increase the space in your
cramped closet is to add a second
pole. 

Ideas like this were generated
more than 20 years ago by compa-
nies such as ClosetMaid and a 17-
year-old college freshman, who
lived in a dorm. His closet couldn’t
hold both his clothes and text-
books. The student, Neil Balter,
became known as the guy who
founded the California Closet Co.
with a client roster that included
Sylvester Stallone, Dolly Parton
and Kevin Costner.

Today “the closet guy” is a con-
sultant for ClosetMaid (www.closet
maid.com), developing a line of cus-
tom closet systems. He trains
installing dealers throughout the
country in the intricacies of design-
ing closets for homeowners who
want more space and an upscale
look at an affordable price. 

“People are remodeling their
closets like it’s another room,”
says Balter. “We offer a design
and closet system tailored to the
individual owner’s needs.”

The home organization busi-
ness has evolved into a $2.3 billion
industry, according to HFN (Home
Furnishing News). An HFN online
consumer poll reported that more
than 65 percent of 305 shoppers
surveyed were most likely to buy
storage items within six months.
More than one-third of the respon-
dents said they needed more bed-
room storage space. Fifty percent
said they would most likely pur-
chase shelving; 38 percent said in-
closet organizers.

ClosetMaid’s custom laminate

system called “MasterSuite” starts
from $350 for a typical reach-in
closet.  MasterSuite comes in
“Clean White,” “Natural Maple”
and “Warm Cognac,” a rich, new
shade. The system offers cabinets,
shelves, drawers, baskets, racks,
cubbyholes and chrome hardware.
New extensions to the line include
96” tall storage towers to accom-
modate the higher ceilings of
larger custom-built homes, full
raised-panel doors and new
drawer and shelf widths.

“Consumer needs may change
but one thing remains the same,”
he added. “We will always want
more storage space even though
we wear only 20 percent of the
clothes we own.”

Free Brochure
A free brochure, Tips for Creating

Your Dream Closet, can be ordered
by calling 1-800-874-0008. Or con-
tact a ClosetMaid installing dealer
(listed under “Professional Installa-
tion” on www.closetmaid.com).

Creating The Dream Closet: More Space, Designer Looks

Don’t hang back—Creating
your dream closet is a lot easier
than you would imagine.

(NAPSA)—Most of today’s col-
lege students graduate with a
degree—and with a debt. On aver-
age, new grads carry a staggering
$29,000 in student loans. 

Fortunately for these gradu-
ates, student loan interest rates
have fallen to 2.875 percent—the
lowest they’ve been since the
Eisenhower era—providing a
golden opportunity for borrowers
to save money by consolidating
student loans. 

“There’s never been a better
time to consolidate student loans,”
says Ellen Frishberg, University
Director of Student Financial Ser-
vices at Johns Hopkins University.
“With consolidation, grads can
potentially save hundreds of dollars
on their student loan payments
each month, and practice smart
money management by using those
funds to pay down other high-inter-
est debt or save for the future.”

The process of student loan
consolidation involves converting
several student loans into a single
loan financed at a lower interest
rate. In addition to potentially
saving borrowers hundreds of dol-
lars on their monthly loan pay-
ments, recent grads are finding
that student loan consolidation is
improving their cash flow during
a tough job market. That’s good
news for their credit rating and
peace of mind.

Wondering if student loan con-
solidation is right for you?
Michael  C.  O’Brien,  CEO of

FinancialAid.com, suggests that
you should consider consolidating
your student loans if you:

• Have trouble making monthly
payments or find you are consis-
tently making late payments on
your student loans.

• Need to increase your cash
flow to cover other expenses
and/or to give yourself a financial
“cushion” during your transition
from college to career.

• Are still in a “grace period”
after graduation and want to lock
in a lower interest rate before you
begin paying off the loan.

To make the student loan con-
solidation process easier, Finan-
cialAid.com allows applicants to
complete and submit—even sign—
a simple loan consolidation appli-
cation online. 

To learn more, visit their Web
site at www.financialaid.com or
call 888-868-1391.

New Financial Aid Program Helps Grads
With Student Loan Debt

Consolidating student loans
can help grads save hundreds of
dollars each month.

(NAPSA)—Back-to-school fash-
ion for 2003 includes a number of
important trends. Athletic trends
and leisure styles and details are
showing up everywhere from T-
shirts to mini skirts. Folkloric
trends include a rich autumnal
color palette and plenty of embroi-
dery and fringe. Guys are stocking
up on vintage athletic and prep
school-inspired looks, such as those
found at Kmart. There, large logos
and numerals adorn street-smart
sweatshirts. 

Poised Gulf-front along
Panama City Beach, Edgewater
Beach Resort entices nature
lovers with the wonders of the
“World’s Most Beautiful
Beaches,” such as exploring St.
Andrews State Recreation area,
kissing dolphins at Shell Island
and scuba diving in the “Wreck
Capital of the South.” To experi-
ence ecological wonders on
“World’s Most Beautiful
Beaches,” call Edgewater Beach
Resort at (800) 874-8686 or visit
www.edgewaterbeachresort.com.

A South American-born con-
cept called Kangaroo Care, or

skin-to-skin contact, is catching
on across the United States.
This bonding practice has new
fathers “wearing” their babies—
holding their diaper-clad new-
borns on their  chests .
Researchers at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland
are studying the benef i ts  o f
Kangaroo Care, specifically on
premature infants. Kangaroo
Care has been shown to provide
a number of physical and emo-
tional benefits to both parents
and babies. To begin “kangaroo-
ing,” consult your baby’s physi-
cian or nurse. For more infor-
mation on Kangaroo Care or
skin-to-skin, visit www.jjpi.com.

(NAPSA)—According to the
American Management Associa-
tion’s survey, showing initiative,
having a professional demeanor
and good communication skills
were the top three competencies
identified by administrative pro-
fessionals for success in their
jobs. The AMA sponsors an
annual Administrative Profes-
sionals Conference that addresses
ways to improve overall job per-
formance. This year it will be
held in Orlando, Fla., Sept. 22 to
24. To learn more, visit www.
amanet.org/ap2003 or call 1-800-
262-9699.

Liberty Bell showerheads are
one way to celebrate liberty and
freedom. The showerheads look
like the Liberty Bell, are made
from solid brass and engineered
to last a lifetime. The company’s
premium showerheads can be
found in many prestigious instal-
lations including Ritz Carlton,
Hilton, Westin and Fairmont
Hotels as well as in approxi-
mately 20 million households and
institutions around the world.
The fully adjustable Liberty Bell
showerhead features a side-
adjusting handle to allow the
bather to set a desired spray from
gentle rain, to invigorating nee-
dle, to full flood. To learn more,
call 1-800-537-2107 or visit
www.speakmancompany.com. 

For many families with decent
jobs and good credit, saving
money for a down payment can be
a hurdle they never overcome. At
least, that is, until they hear
about a faith-based program that
can make these hurdles disap-
pear. Called The Nehemiah Pro-
gram, it’s the largest privately-
funded down payment assistance
program in the nation. Since
1997, it has assisted over 150,000
families, working with more than
17,000 lenders nationwide. To
learn more, visit www.getdown
payment.com or call 1-877-634-
3642 Monday through Friday
from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. PST.

***
You must regulate your life by
the standards you admire when
you are at your best.

—John M. Thomas
***




