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(NAPSA)—Every year, pets
and their owners visit the veteri-
narian, both for preventive pet
health care and to deal with
injuries and illnesses. Proper at-
home care may prevent minor
problems from turning into more
serious ones.  For example, proper
first aid procedures such as keep-
ing minor wounds clean and
applying antiseptic ointment can
help prevent infections. 

Some problems may be de-
tected—and treated—early by
examining your pet weekly for
lumps, bumps and skin irritations.

Regular bathing and grooming
helps prevent many skin irrita-
tions and reduces the chance of
infection. Upset stomachs can be
prevented by not feeding table
scraps to dogs. Regular brushing
can prevent hairballs in cats.
Proper weight control and a bal-
anced diet can lower the incidence
of diabetes and inflammation of
the colon.

No matter how careful pet own-
ers are, there will be times when
pets have to visit the vet. 

Currently, there are more than
61 million dogs and 68 million
cats in U.S. households. More
and more pet owners consider
their pets part of the family. As
responsible pet owners, they
readily turn to veterinary care
for their ill or injured family
members. Many treatments for
animal disease and injury have
become very sophisticated. More
serious conditions such as broken
bones or cancer can cost hun-
dreds or even thousands of dol-
lars, especially when the services
of a veterinary specialist are

needed. “Considering that 61 per-
cent of dog owners take their pets
to the veterinarian two or more
times per year, it really does
make economic sense to insure
pets,” said Jack L. Stephens,
DVM, founder and chief executive
officer of Veterinary Pet Insur-
ance.

Stephens founded the company
so that “pets can live longer,
healthier lives despite economic
factors.”

From minor problems to life-

threatening situations, Veterinary
Pet Insurance makes necessary
care and high-tech treatments
more affordable.

Policies cover dogs and cats
from eight weeks of age and older.
There is no upper age limit.  

Rates for dogs and cats are
based on species, age of the pet,
geographic location and the plan
type selected. Birds are insured
from three months of age and
must be in the owner’s posses-
sion for a minimum of 60 days.
Rates are based on the size of the
bird. Rabbits and other exotic
pets must be in the owner’s pos-
session for 60 days to be eligible
for coverage.  

Rates for exotics are based on
the type of pet insured. The insur-
ance pays for office calls, prescrip-
tions, treatments, lab fees, x-rays,
surgery and hospitalization for
covered medical problems.

For more information, visit
www.petinsurance.com

The Top Ten Reasons Pet Owners Take Their Pets To The Vet

2002 Top Claims By Incidence
Dogs Cats
1. Ear infection 1. Urinary tract infections
2. Skin allergies 2. Stomach upsets
3. Stomach upsets 3. Kidney disease
4. Skin infections 4. Sugar diabetes
5. Tumors 5. Respiratory infections       
6. Bladder infections 6. Ear infections
7. Colitis 7. Eye infections
8. Eye infections 8. Overactive thyroid gland
9. Arthritis 9. Wound infections
10. Sprains 10. Skin allergies

(NAPSA)—Summer is a time for
swimming pools, playgrounds and
riding bikes around the neighbor-
hood. It's also a time when children
can lose much of what they learned
during the school year.

“The summer break can cause
learning losses that make it more
difficult to understand and retain
concepts taught in the next
grade,” says Richard E. Bavaria,
Ph.D., vice president of education
for Sylvan Learning Center. “For-
tunately, by engaging children in
fun, everyday learning activities,
parents can help their children
continue learning all summer long
to better prepare them for the new
school year.”

For parents looking to keep
their children’s minds active dur-
ing the school break, the educa-
tion experts at Sylvan Learning
Center offer the following fun
summer learning activities:

• Play the game of math.
Using games and activities is a
fun way to encourage math dis-
covery in children. Problem-solv-
ing skills are developed through
games like TriOminos and Con-
nect Four, while some card games
begin to teach the lesson of proba-
bility.

Parents can also download Syl-
van’s free math activity booklet,
available at www.educate.com/
activities, which contains 30 days
of math writing topics, trivia,
questions and puzzles that the
entire family can enjoy.

• Help your children establish
a lifelong love of books. Transform
reading from a basic skill into a
pleasurable activity by spending
at least one hour per week read-
ing with your child. For help
selecting great books to read as a
family, visit Book Adventure, a

free reading motivation program,
at www.bookadventure.org.

Children can choose books that
interest them the most and take
quizzes to earn points toward
prizes.

• Have fun with writing. Jour-
nal writing gives children an
enjoyable way to practice their
writing and reflect on their
favorite memories. Parents can
download Sylvan’s free online
writing journal, complete with
decorative pages and suggested
summertime writing topics, at
www.educate.com/activities. At
the end of the summer, children
can create a scrapbook made up of
their own unique journal entries
about themselves and their family,
and finish it with one of three
journal covers posted online.

For additional summer learn-
ing ideas, visit the website at
www.educate.com/tips or call 
1-800-31-SUCCESS.

Engaging Children In Fun Summertime Learning

It’s important for parents to
keep their children’s minds active
during the summer.

by William R. Hawkins
(NAPSA)—How resources, in-

dustry, wealth and technology are
distributed around the world
forms the material basis of the
international balance of power. In
his classic book The Wealth of
Nations, Adam Smith advised, “It

is of importance that
the kingdom depend
as little as possible
upon its neighbors
for the manufac-
tures necessary for
its defense.”

Yet, with nearly
$1 trillion worth of

manufactured imports displacing
American production each year,
there is a growing dependence of
our defense industry on foreign
components. President Bush
acknowledged this dangerous
trend when he intervened in the
dock dispute last October, saying,
“Defense contractors receive com-
ponents and materials through
the West Coast ports that are nec-
essary to supply the military’s
needs.”

The U.S. has always insisted
that foreign-designed weapon
components be produced in Amer-
ica, but major defense contractors
are tempted, like other industries,
to outsource to cheaper overseas
vendors. Foreign firms have also

bought up hundreds of American
defense contractors and high-tech
companies, moving their research
and technology offshore. The
authority to stop such debilitating
trends exists in current law and
must be enforced.

Defense dependency is more
dangerous as international poli-
tics becomes more unstable.
Today, even long-standing alli-
ances are in flux. The use of eco-
nomic leverage is on the increase.
The U.S. uses such leverage itself
and the denial of weapons sys-
tems or the spare parts needed to
operate them has proven a potent
tool. America must not be vulnera-
ble to the same pressures.

A growing concern is trade with
potential enemies. Last year the
U.S.-China Security Review Com-
mission reported to Congress,
“The U.S. may be developing a
reliance on Chinese imports that
could in time undermine the U.S.
defense industrial base.”

If the United States is to pre-
serve its dominant military capa-
bilities and political independence,
it must maintain firm control of its
own industrial base and promote
its continued advancement.

William R. Hawkins is Senior
Fellow at the U.S. Business and
Industry Council in Washington,
D.C.

America’s Defense Shouldn’t Depend On Foreign Goods

Hawkins

(NAPSA)—There are a number
of everyday household products
that are poisonous to animals. To
help pet owners identify these
toxins, the ASPCA Animal Poison
Control Center has launched a
new interactive feature called
“Make Your Pet’s Home Poison
Safe” on its Web site. For more
information, visit
www.apcc.aspca.org.

Some of the routine car main-
tenance you should perform
includes inspecting belts and
hoses for cracks or leaks; inspect-
ing the air filter; checking tire
treads and inflation; and chang-
ing windshield wiper blades if
they are damaged. Overheating
also becomes a bigger problem in
warmer weather, so pay particu-
lar attention to your car’s radiator
fluid level and coolant overflow
reservoir. Jifffy Lube® service cen-
ters can check your car’s vital flu-
ids and other components to help
keep it running in peak condition.
For more information, visit
www.jiffylube.com.

Moms-to-be can always use a
little extra help when it comes to
dressing their ever-changing bod-
ies, and celebrity stylist Pauline

Leonard has just the right advice.
Leonard has worked with famous
moms including Christie Brinkley
and Jane Kaczmarek, and has
styled photo shoots and covers for
various magazines,including Fit
Pregnancy. Leonard’s philosophy
is simple—a woman should never
sacrifice her style during her nine
months of pregnancy. She recom-
mends Old Navy Maternity for its
many great options at affordable
prices. The line, formerly avail-
able only at oldnavy.com, is now
also in 53 stores across the
nation. To locate a store carrying
one of maternity’s best kept
secrets, log on to oldnavy.com or
call 1-800-OLD NAVY.

***
For purposes of action, nothing
is more useful than narrowness
of thought combined with
energy of will.

—Henri Frederic Amiel
***

***
Facts are worthless to a man if
he has to keep running to some-
body else for advice on how to
use them.

—Sven Halla
***

***
In the arena of human life, the
honors and rewards fall to those
who show their good qualities
in action.

—Aristotle
***

***
To accept good advice is but to
increase one’s own ability.

—Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe

***




