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(NAPSA)—It’s been said that
Winston Churchill, a man who
knew his way around a fine cigar,
smoked 300,000 cigars in his life-
time. Not every cigar smoker is as
knowledgeable. For those who feel
a bit intimidated at the prospect
of selecting a cigar, here are some
facts about cigars you may want
to draw on:

Quality cigars come from a
number of places—the Dominican
Republic, Honduras, Ecuador and
Nicaragua. Their sizes, shapes
and colors vary from box to box
and from brand to brand. Some
are packaged in tubes, while some
simply sport bands around their
middle. With so many variables,
there’s no doubt that “those who
know,” know, while many others
might find selecting fine cigars as
intimidating as fine wine.

Cigar Lover’s Luxury Bus
General Cigar, makers of

Macanudo®, America’s best-selling
premium cigar, has set a course to
alleviate this confusion among
cigar novices while allowing pas-
sionate cigar smokers to reward
themselves with a fine, handmade
Macanudo cigar. The cigar maker
has taken America’s beloved brand,
transformed a luxury 45-foot tour
bus into a cigar lover’s paradise on
wheels, and created the Macanudo
American Passion Tour. The tour
travels the country making stops
at select tobacco retailers and star-
studded sporting events/notewor-
thy happenings.

Amy Anderson, a Macanudo
American Passion Tour ambas-
sador, offers these simple tips for
the “green” cigar-buyer.

• The outside leaf (called the
wrapper) must be flawless, with-

out stains or tears.
• Quality cigars come in a vari-

ety of colors, from light brown to
green, to brownish black. A good
cigar can be any color, as long as it
is completely uniform.

• Avoid cigars that feel dry or
that flake or crumble when
touched.

• Look for cigars with a luster
or sheen.

• Make sure the cigar is well
filled with tobacco. It should feel
consistently firm, like a finger,
through its length.

• A quality handmade cigar
does not have to be expensive.
Macanudo cigars, for example, are
completely handmade using the
finest tobacco and many are avail-
able for a suggested retail price of
$5 to $7 a cigar.

When asked about the true
quality of Cuban cigars, Anderson
remarks, “It’s a matter of taste. At
Macanudo, we’re proud of the
quality of our cigars and feel that

a Dominican cigar is every bit as
good as a Cuban one.”

Cigar connoisseurs of legal
smoking age who visit the bus will
see that whether rolling or rest-
ing, the bus is always smoking. It
is equipped with a 30-cubic foot,
built-in humidor, a fully opera-
tional kitchen, state-of-the-art
electronics, including satellite
television, available on three flat
screen TVs, a stereo, a DVD
player and indoor and outdoor
speakers. 

The décor is styled after New
York City hot-spot Club Macanudo
and features cushy Italian leather
armchairs, a mirrored VIP lounge,
sconces and custom window treat-
ments. For those who prefer to
indulge in their passion for cigars
outdoors, the bus is equipped with
an outdoor lounge, complete with
Adirondack chairs and café
umbrellas.  

To find out more about the tour,
log on to www.cigarworld.com.

Cigars 101—Lesson One: Hop On The Bus

Whether rolling or resting, the luxurious American Passion Tour
bus is always smokin’.

(NAPSA)—In order to make
the grade in college, incoming col-
lege freshmen will need to assume
a number of responsibilities, such
as managing budgets, establish-
ing good habits and understand-
ing limits.

“It’s never too early for parents
to prepare their children for the
next step after high school gradu-
ation,” said Sara Martinez Tucker,
president and chief executive offi-
cer of the Hispanic Scholarship
Fund (HSF), the nation’s leading
organization focused on Hispanic
higher education. “We work with
thousands of students and their
families, providing them with
guidance, information and the
tools to successfully manage the
transition to college.”

Here are some tips to help stu-
dents make a straight-A transi-
tion to campus life:

A+ssess the budget. Planning
for college includes forecasting the
costs—from tuition to housing to
meals—as well as other expenses
that tend to change over time. Cre-
ate a budget and forecasting grid,
keeping tally of daily spending to
make the grid more accurate.

A+ccrue the money. Once you
have been accepted to a univer-
sity, determine financial aid
eligibility. Criteria include having
a financial need, a high school
diploma and a valid Social Secu-
rity number. One must be enrolled
in an eligible degree program, be a
U.S. citizen or an eligible non-
citizen, and maintain satisfactory
academic progress once in school.
Submit a Free Application 
f o r  F e d e r a l  S t u d e n t  A i d
(http://www.fafsa.ed/gov).

A+pply for scholarships.
Research and apply for grants and
scholarships to subsidize your edu-
cation. Grants are awarded on the
basis of financial need and scholar-
ships are awarded on criteria that
include academics, leadership skills
or athletics. For example, HSF asks
that applicants be U.S. citizens or
eligible non-citizens of Hispanic
heritage. Grants and scholarships
do not have to be paid back. 

A+ttend freshman orienta-
tion. This experience will provide
an introduction to the campus, fac-
ulty and all aspects of the college
environment. In most cases, stu-
dents will meet their college advi-
sors during orientation and receive
help with early registration.

A+ssume good habits. Help
students figure out a daily sched-
ule and health regimen, such as
taking a nap in the afternoons to
revitalize from morning classes,
eating the correct foods and exer-
cising regularly to better handle
the stress of the transition.

A+im to get involved. Rein-
force with incoming freshmen the
need to know their college profes-
sors, and to feel confident about
approaching them with questions.
Suggest involvement with any
number of student organizations
and functions, such as student
government, intramural athletics
or associations such as HSF’s
Scholar Chapters. This helps stu-
dents establish a sense of commu-
nity on their campuses and net-
work among peers, a critical factor
to academic achievement.

For more information about
HSF’s scholarship offerings, visit
www.hsf.net.

College Life: Helping Your Child Prepare For Making The Grade

Note to Editors: Although the information provided is evergreen, please
note that May is National Scholarship Month.

✁

The official insect of the state of Delaware is the ladybug.

Charles G. Wade, a first baseman for a Boston team, devised the first baseball glove. Unpadded of
course.

***
Good manners have much to do with the emotions. To make them
ring true, one must feel them, not merely exhibit them.

—Amy Vanderbilt
***

***
A company that has fun, where employees lunch with each other,
put cartoons on the wall, and celebrate, is spirited, creative and
usually profitable.

—David Baum
***

***
Grown-ups never understand anything for themselves, and it is
tiresome for children to be always and forever explaining things
to them.

—Antoine de Saint-Exupery
***




