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(NAPSA)—Whether it’s the
beauty of an arched neck and
flowing mane, the tremendous
power in thundering hooves, or
the gentleness of a nuzzling nose,
there’s something profoundly cap-
tivating about horses.

The fascination begins early. In
fact, a recent survey found 40 per-
cent of Americans wanted a horse
when they were kids. But, unlike
most childhood dreams, this one
doesn’t go away. The same survey
found 41 percent would like to be
given a horse this year. 

It’s no surprise, then, that
more Americans are fulfilling
their dreams of horse involve-
ment. They are going on vacations
at working dude ranches—taking
riding lessons in the city—skip-
ping boring gym workouts and
getting on horseback to fulfill fit-
ness routines—and even making a
difference by using horses in
unique therapy programs.

And, they are finding ways to
do it on a budget. “Many people
think you have to be wealthy or
live in the country to enjoy
horses,” said Bill Brewer, execu-
tive vice president of the Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Association
(AQHA). “But it’s much easier and
less expensive than you think.
AQHA’s goal is to connect people
with horses, regardless of interest
level, age, or income.” 

Brewer mentioned there are sev-
eral cost-effective options that don't
include horse ownership, such as
leasing, time-sharing, vacationing
at a guest ranch, or taking lessons.
“With these options,” he added,
“there has never been a better time
to get involved.” 

Now AQHA is making it easier
than ever to get started by offer-

ing a special “Love of the Horse”
gift set for just $30 (retail value of
$90). A gift appropriate for any
occasion, the set comes in an adult
and youth version. The youth gift
includes a one-year membership
to the American Quarter Horse
Youth Association; “The Kids Book
of the American Quarter Horse,” a
light-hearted introduction to the
world of horses; a starter booklet;
and the kicker: a gift certificate
good for one free riding lesson
from an approved professional
trainer.

In the adult set, the youth
membership and book are re-
placed with a Breyer model horse
and adult version of the book. 

“The gift package is an easy
way to make a dream for a horse
come true,” Brewer added. “A rid-
ing lesson—on a safe and depend-
able breed like the American
Quarter Horse—is a fun and safe
way to introduce someone to the
love of horseback riding.” 

To purchase a “Love of the
Horse” gift set, consumers can
contact AQHA at 1-877-4AHORSE
or visit www.4ahorse.com. 

Riding Horses Gallops In Popularity

A new gift set makes it easier
to get in the saddle and learn
how to ride a horse.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re
courting a career in criminal jus-
tice, national security manage-
ment, crime-scene investigation or
forensic nursing, here’s good news.
All these professions are growing
fast and experiencing an increased
demand.

For many, the first step in their
new career is a unique college
where prospective students get
some surprisingly uncommon
answers to three of their most fun-
damental questions: Will I have to
leave work early to attend class?
Never. Is there a long commute? It
depends on which room of your
home or office the computer is
located. Where are most of the
classes held? In “cyberspace,”
attended from the comfort of your
own home.

Welcome to online education.
Students at Kaplan College,

located in Davenport, Iowa and
accredited by The Higher Learning
Commission of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools,
are taught by practicing profession-
als. Because the teachers work in
the field they teach, and can teach
from anywhere, students acquire
the most current practical knowl-
edge and skills from some of the
best and the brightest around the
country. At Kaplan College, a stu-
dent’s career is the main focus. The
academic programs are developed
to get results whether a student is
enrolled in order to seek new
employment with an associate's or
bachelor’s degree, or to advance his
or her current position. 

Interestingly, Kaplan College
students report that their online
education far outshines their tradi-
tional classroom experiences.
Gone is the intimidation of raising
one’s hand in a classroom setting.
Many of the classes have a quiz at

the end of each lesson, which pro-
vides students with instant feed-
back on what they’ve learned. In
addition, each week’s lesson
includes interaction between stu-
dents and their instructors on mes-
sage boards. This provides the
chance to expand learning through
discussions or get advice from a
professor or class peer.

Students also participate in
interactive seminar sessions with
their classmates and instructor.
The seminars help create a signifi-
cant and enriching exchange
within students’ online learning
experience. 

The typical Kaplan College stu-
dent is looking to “jump-start” or
advance a career but doesn’t have
much free time to do it. Degrees
and certification programs are
offered through the schools of Arts
and Sciences, Business, Informa-
tion Technology and Paralegal
Studies. The School of Continuing
Education offers certification pro-
grams in Financial Planning,
Forensic Nursing and Legal Nurse
Consulting.

For more information, visit
www.kcdegree.com.

Courting A Career In Criminal Justice
...Anti-Terrorism...Forensics?

Students looking to “jump-
start” or advance a career but do
not have much free time, are
giving high grades to online
education.

(NAPSA)—Spring rains are
here and so, too, is the time for the
annual ritual of removing the
leaves, dirt and debris that could
clog gutters.  

“In the past homeowners had
two options: risk a fall from a lad-
der while removing the mess or call
a gutter cleaning service,” notes Joe
Turovac, Vice President, Englert,
Inc., a leading manufacturer of res-
idential and commercial building
products. “Now, there’s a third
choice. End the worry and the cost
by installing a unique, new gutter
system that prevents debris from
ever filling your gutter again.”   

Designed by a homeowner tired
of cleaning his gutters, Englert
LeafGuard® is the world’s only one-
piece, seamless gutter guaranteed
to keep debris out, while channel-
ing water away from the home.
LeafGuard’s patented design works
on the scientific principle of “liquid
adhesion,” drawing water down
and around its hood until gravity
and the water’s weight cause the
liquid to fall into the gutter. Mean-
while, leaves, pine needles and
other debris that would otherwise
clog open gutters, are deflected
onto the ground. 

“LeafGuard offers homeowners
peace of mind by eliminating a
dangerous household chore,”
according to Mr. Turovac. “No
longer do they have to risk a fall
climbing up and down ladders. And
there’s no clogging—guaranteed!”

Englert LeafGuard’s one-piece
seamless aluminum gutters attach
to the fascia board of a house. Spe-
cial brackets guarantee LeafGuard
will never sag or pull away from
the structure.

“And unlike many others, which
are inserted under shingles and
nailed to the roof, Englert Leaf-
Guard will never affect a roof war-
ranty,” adds Mr. Turovac. To en-
sure an accurate fit, the gutters
are custom-fabricated at the instal-
lation site usually in a day or less,
he notes. 

Englert LeafGuard gutters,
available in 13 colors, come with a
lifetime, no-clog guarantee and a
20-year limited finish guarantee
against chipping, cracking and
peeling. For more information
about LeafGuard, contact Englert
at 1-800-LeafGuard or visit their
Web site at www.LeafGuard.com.

Unique New System Ends Risk, Cleaning Service
Costs For Springtime Gutter Cleaning

Safe House—No-clog gutters
can eliminate the dangerous
household chore of gutter
cleanout.

(NAPSA)—Whose face ought to
be in pictures? Beverly Hills plas-
tic-surgeons-to-the-stars answer
this question in this year’s “Sixth
Annual Most Requested Features
in Hollywood Survey.” Conducted
by Richard W. Fleming, M.D. and
Toby G. Mayer, M.D. of the Bev-
erly Hills Institute (BHI) of Aes-
thetic and Reconstructive Surgery,
the survey found Nicole Kidman
has the most desired nose (Reese
Witherspoon was a close second).
Halle Berry has the most wanted
eyes, Liv Tyler beat out last year’s
winner, Angelina Jolie, for most
desired lips, and J-Lo won the
vote for best body. Fleming says
the latest surgical techniques
combined with the skills and
artistry the doctors have devel-
oped over 25 years help ensure
BHI patients are satisfied with
their results. The surgeons-to-the-
stars can be reached at 310-278-
8823 or www.bevhills.com.

A new program will pay
homage to some of the world’s
most admirable women, while
helping some of tomorrow’s future
female leaders make the grade.
The Arrid Total Women of Tomor-
row Scholarship Program will
award $18,000 in scholarships to
three young women who possess
community stewardship, have a
clear vision of future goals,
strength of character and a pio-
neering spirit. To nominate a
young woman, log on to www.total
women.org for official rules and
complete entry details. To receive
a copy of the official rules by mail,
send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to be received by April
21, 2003 to: Arrid Total Women of

Tomorrow Scholarship Contest
Rules, PMI Station, P.O. Box 750-
R, Southbury, CT 06488-0750.
Nomination essays, which may be
submitted online or by mail, must
be sent by April 30, 2003.

Most home offices need a
phone, answering service, fax and
copier, but can valuable desk
space be spared for each product?
Consider buying an all-in-one
product, such as Sharp’s Five-In-
One Communications Center (UX-
CC500), which incorporates 2.4
MHz cordless phone, corded
phone, answering machine with
four mailboxes (which can elimi-
nate separate voicemail charges),
plain paper fax and copier all in
one stylish, space-saving unit
priced at $199. You can also add
up to three cordless phones ($99
each) to place in other rooms with-
out needing to call the phone com-
pany to add extensions to your
house. Plus, the cordless phones
can double as walkie-talkies when
you’re away from home. For more
information, visit www.sharp
usa.com.

Getting A Handle On
High-Tech Gadgets
(NAPSA)—If you’re stumped

when it comes time to program
the digital video recorder, and
your PDA still doubles as a paper
weight, a new book may help you
change all that. 

The book explains how to use
and get the most out of the high-
tech gadgets that are becoming
part of everyday life, such as digi-
tal cameras, GPS devices and
satellite radio. 

Written by business and tech-
nology consultant Nick Evans, the
book focuses on 50 “hot” technolo-
gies and offers a step-by-step
explanation of how to use them so
they can simplify our lives. 

Consumer Gadgets: 50 Ways to
Have Fun and Simplify Your Life
with Today’s Technology....and
Tomorrow’s (Financial Times
Prentice Hall) explores the bene-
fits behind some of today’s most
popular gadgets and offers a
glimpse into technology’s future.

The book, which makes a great
gift, can be found at Barnes &
Noble, Borders and Amazon.com. 

A new book may help you
become more comfortable with
consumer technology.

✁
Note to Editor: For an interview with
the author or a PDF of the book cover,
please contact Caroline Hacker at 703-
624-6700 or via email at chacker@
horngroup.com.

There are more types of
insects in one tropical rain forest
tree than there are in the entire
state of Vermont.

A giraffe’s tongue can be 21
inches long.
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