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(NAPSA)—An increasing num-
ber of families are warming to the
idea of using vent-free gas appli-
ances for supplemental home heat.
These environmentally friendly
options can give high heating costs
the cold shoulder and keep homes
warm and comfortable.
Unlike traditional fireplaces,

which require venting from the
firebox to the exterior of the house
through an outside wall or the
roof, vent-free appliances can be
installed in a wide variety of
places in the home. That means,
the Vent-Free Gas Products Alli-
ance reports, that installation
costs of vent-free products can be
up to 60 percent less than vented
heating appliances.
“Vent-free technology operates

at 99 percent efficiency, meaning
it delivers 99 cents worth of heat
for every dollar of energy cost,”
explained Jess Baldwin, vice pres-
ident of sales for Monessen
Hearth Systems Company, a lead-
ing supplier of hearth products for
Vermont Castings, Majestic and
Monnessen brands. “Vent-free
products are always a popular
choice for people looking to save
money and choose an environmen-
tally friendly heating source.”

What You Can Get
All sorts of vent-free products

are available to fit any home’s
décor and heating preference. For
example:
•Vent-free gas fireplaces offer

flexibility in size, placement
(mounting to an interior or exte-
rior wall) and design. They’re

often less expensive to purchase
and allow for a faster, less disrup-
tive setup in new or remodeled
homes.
•Vent-free gas fireplace inserts

are a great choice for homes with
existing masonry fireplaces
because they’re easy to install,
result in increased heating effi-
ciency and replicate the look of a
traditional wood-burning fireplace
with a modern appearance.
•A vent-free gas log set can

transform a wood-burning fireplace
into an efficient heat source. Log
sets maintain the warmth and
ambience of a wood-burning fire-
place without the mess and labor.
•A vent-free gas stove provides

a unique décor option and delivers
reliable home heating with the
flexibility to fit any space, from
contemporary to vintage. With no
need for a flue, vent-free gas
stoves can be installed almost

anywhere in a room.
“Vent-free fireplaces use great

technology that gives owners a
simple alternative to traditional
fireplaces and the hassles that can
sometimes accompany their
installation,” said Baldwin.
Vent-free fireplaces safely meet

the most-recognized U.S. indoor
air quality guidelines and also
have built-in safety devices,
assuring proper gas flow and oper-
ation. They’re permanently con-
nected to a natural gas or propane
fuel line—among the cleanest of
all fossil fuels, according to the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.

How You Can Save
Vent-free products also offer

the possibility of zone heating—
you can heat the rooms you use
the most with an alternate heat
source. The American Council for
an Energy-Efficient Economy
found this sort of system can pro-
vide energy savings of up to 40
percent. Vent-free fireplaces,
inserts, log sets and stoves keep
all the heat they produce inside
the house instead of sending the
warm air up a chimney.

Learn More
For further information on

vent-free home heating products,
see the Monessen Hearth Systems
Company brands’ websites:
www.ve rmon t ca s t i ng s . c om ,
www.majesticproducts.com and
www.monessenhearth.com. Addi-
tional information and statistics
from the Vent-Free Gas Products
Alliance are at www.ventfree.org.

Modern Vent-Free Fireplaces Provide Heat And Comfort

This vent-free gas fireplace is an
environmentally friendly, budget-
conscious heating option.

(NAPSA)—For many, a Hawaii
vacation comes only once or twice
in a lifetime. Because it’s seen as
such a special event, it’s a good
idea to invest a little extra time
researching your options before
you go.
The good news is that thorough

planning can often help to elimi-
nate any loose ends and make for
a relatively smooth, fun-filled
vacation.
To help, here are some tips:
•A stress-free vacation re-

quires advance planning.
Many people head to an island
paradise such as Hawaii to get
away from it all. Often, that
means working to make as few
decisions as possible.
That’s one reason many people

rent a condominium for their
vacation. There are no surprises
at check-in. You get what you
reserved. Plus, there are local con-
tacts on hand for check-in and for
any maintenance needs that may
arise.
At a quality condo, such as one

of the 16 high-quality condominium
resorts managed by Outrigger Hotels
and Resorts throughout the Hawai-
ian islands, no deposit is required
prior to check-in and you have the
option of changing to a different
rental unit if the first one isn’t quite
right for you. In addition, there are
full kitchens, large living spaces,
washers and dryers, great locations
and other services and amenities
like barbecue and picnic areas.
The services available at their

condominiums, located in Hawaii’s
best-known vacation destinations,
include on-site front-desk staff, on-
site management personnel and
the security that comes from rent-
ing a unit from a highly trusted
hospitality company.

•Trying to save a few dollars
can make for a very expensive
trip. Some people risk their vacation
experience by choosing to rent directly
from an individual condo owner think-
ing it will save a few dollars.
They may offer lower rates—but

at what cost? The little you save in
money can pale in comparison to
the cost you pay when it comes to
peace of mind.
Owner-direct bookings do not

have an on-site representative or
services, so once guests pick up the
keys to their condo they are, for the
most part, on their own and have no
options should something go wrong.
Visit www.outrigger.com or call

toll free (800) OUTRIGGER (688-
7444) for more information.

Planning Ahead Can Leave More Time For Fun

Renting a condominium for a
Hawaii vacation can mean access
to great locations and rental
units with full kitchens, large liv-
ing areas and a wide range of
services designed to make your
stay memorable.

(NAPSA)—Answering the call
for a better way to pick paint col-
ors are new mobile apps that can
help you find the colors best
suited for your personality, style
and interests.
According to color expert Dee

Schlotter, consumers often recog-
nize the feelings they associate
with specific colors, but have a
hard time developing these feel-
ings into the right color palettes
for their homes.
It helps, she says, to consider

the colors of places where you
spend time. Why did you choose
the picture on your living room
wall, prefer a particular wooded
trail or have 20 blue shirts and
only three yellow ones? Does your
vacation preference draw you to
the clear blues of the ocean or the
crisp neutrals of the mountains?
Are you inspired by the bright
rainbows of produce in the grocery
store or the sleek metallic color of
vehicles on a highway?
Once you focus on the colors

around you, you may be surprised
by what you learn about your own
preferences and tastes. With
newly developed technology, mo-
bile apps are becoming the go-to
resource for capturing and trans-
forming those inspirational, nat-
ural hues into colors for specific
paint palettes.
Offering materials to redefine

the world of color, mobile apps
can make paint projects easier
by letting you view, match, coor-
dinate and search for colors on
the go. Some of the more intu-
it ive resources even let you
order products directly from the
smartphone.

Paint Selection Tips
•It’s never about choosing just

one color when you’re redecorat-
ing a room. Every room has a

theme, and color is what ties that
theme together. That’s why you
should choose colors you can use
more than once—in paint, fabric
patterns, furniture and decorating
accents. Colors that echo help
unify your room’s design and cre-
ate a sense of harmony that
makes everything and everyone in
it feel “right at home.”
•Many mobile paint apps offer

suggestions for similar and com-
plementary shades based on the
selection, so additional colors can
be ordered and viewed together on
the walls of a space.
PPG Pittsburgh Paints’ mobile

app ties directly into its Voice of
Color program, adding three ways
to view, select and subsequently
order any of the more than 2,000
colors offered by The Voice of
Color to the program’s already
robust set of digital tools. The app
is also the first to let users order
free 8” x 12” sample color sheets.
The app can be downloaded, free,
directly from the iPhone or iPad
App Store or the Android Market.
Visit The Voice of Color website

at www.voiceofcolor.com to order
samples in seconds, all from the
palm of your hand.

On-The-Go Color Resources

Now you can use a mobile app to
create just the right color palette
for your home.

(NAPSA)—A home heated and
cooled with a geothermal heating
and cooling system is a comfortable
home. That’s because a geothermal
system provides precise distribu-
tion of air, eliminating hot and cold
spots throughout the home.
Geothermal systems take ad-

vantage of free solar energy stored
just below the surface of the
earth. Using a series of pipes (an
earth loop) buried in the ground,
the system extracts heat from the
ground and distributes it through
a home, using a conventional duct
system. This same heat energy
can also be used for a radiant floor
system or domestic hot water
heating, reducing heating and
cooling bills by as much as 70 per-
cent. In the cooling mode, the
heating process is reversed—heat
is extracted from the air in the
home and either moved back into
the earth loop or used to preheat
the water in a hot water tank.
A geothermal system runs

more frequently than other heat-
ing and cooling systems and at
lower speeds, which means the air
is always circulating through the
house to reduce hot and cold spots
as it increases comfort levels. Con-
stant circulation also means air
inside the home regularly circu-
lates through the air filter,
improving indoor air quality
(IAQ). In addition, the system
does not require combustion and
therefore produces none of the
products associated with combus-
tion, including carbon monoxide,
which can negatively impact the
air you breathe. Nor does it re-
quire a system to vent carbon
monoxide and other dangerous
exhaust gases.

WaterFurnace offers a host of
IAQ products to further enhance a
home’s indoor environment. Fil-
ters and air cleaners capture air-
borne allergens and contami-
nants, while heat-recovery
ventilators are designed to move
stale, contaminated air from
inside your home to the outside
and draw fresh air from the out-
side, filter it and deliver it
throughout your house.
And unlike many conventional

air conditioners or heat pumps, a
geothermal heating and cooling
system is quiet, requiring no noisy
and unsightly outdoor units to dis-
turb your outside environment or
your neighbors. Instead, all equip-
ment is located inside, conve-
niently sized and constructed for
quiet, efficient operation.
To learn how a geothermal

home comfort system can ensure a
comfortable, healthy, quiet home
year-round, visit www.water
furnace.com or talk to a Water-
Furnace expert at (800) GEO-
SAVE.

Comfortable, Healthy And Quiet—
The Geothermal Environment

Geothermal systems take advan-
tage of free solar energy stored
just below the surface of the earth.

(NAPSA)—Kellogg’s and Scho-
lastic Book Clubs are teaming up
to help families by providing a
coupon for free Scholastic books
valued up to $5 with the purchase
of two specially marked Kellogg’s
products at Walmart. To learn
more, visit www.KelloggsFamily
Rewards.com/Scholastic.

* * *
China has opened more than

4,000 miles of new high-speed
lines since 2008. Beijing and
Shanghai (the distance from
Chicago to New York) are now
linked by 72 trains a day, the
fastest making the trip in less
than five hours.

* * *
Approaching credit strategi-

cally starts by understanding the
different types of credit. To learn
more about using credit wisely to
achieve your goals, visit the
Smarter Credit Center at www.
wellsfargo.com/smarter_credit. To
learn more about your credit
options, visit www.wellsfargo.
com/creditoptions.




