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( N A P SA )—H om e o w n e r s
searching for ways to save money
are digging deep—but not in their
pockets, in their yards. More and
more consumers are taking ad-
vantage of the free, renewable
energy source that lies just
beneath the earth’s surface to effi-
ciently and economically heat and
cool their homes.
A geothermal home comfort

system taps into the abundant
source of free solar energy stored
in the earth and uses a series of
pipes (an earth loop) buried in the
ground to move that energy into
the house. During the cooling
cycle, a geothermal heat pump
extracts heat from the air inside
and moves it to the earth loop. In
the heating mode, the heat pump
uses the earth loop to extract heat
from the ground and distribute it
through the building, using a con-
ventional duct system. The same
heat energy can also be used for a
radiant floor system or domestic
hot water heating.
According to the experts at

WaterFurnace, using this free
energy source can save homeown-
ers as much as 70 percent on their
cooling bills. What’s more, the
average system life span exceeds
24 years—compared to 15 years
for a more traditional heating and
cooling system.
During that extended life span,

the geothermal system can pro-
vide a host of additional benefits
to homeowners, including:
•Efficiency ratings up to five

times higher than those of tradi-
tional heating and cooling systems
•Even distribution of heating

and cooling for improved comfort
•Improved indoor air quality
•Quiet operation, with no noisy

outdoor units to disturb the envi-
ronment or neighbors

•Safe operation that requires
no open flame or fuel storage
tanks
•Little to no maintenance
•A reduced carbon footprint,

since the system burns no fossil
fuel.
Another plus: Homeowners

who install a geothermal system
before December 31, 2016 can
take advantage of a federal resi-
dential renewable energy tax
credit of 30 percent of the total
investment for the system. Part of
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, this tax incentive is
retroactive to January 1, 2009 and
can be used in combination with
utility rebates and state tax incen-
tives, where available, to make
geothermal systems more afford-
able than ever.
To find a geothermal system

that fits your needs, you can visit
www.waterfurnace.com or call
(800) GEO-SAVE.

Digging Up SavingsWith Geothermal

Many families enjoy saving mon-
ey on heating and cooling their
homes.

(NAPSA)—Officials predict
that warmer temperatures and a
wet spring could increase the
number of mosquitoes carrying
West Nile virus (WNV).1 Inci-
dence rates of this disease have
been climbing, and the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control reported a
42 percent increase in the number
of WNV cases between 2009 and
2010.2 3 Environmental factors
moving into the 2011 season have
produced ideal conditions for the
virus to thrive.

How West Nile
Virus Is Transmitted

WNV is transmitted from the
bite of an infected mosquito.
Although most people (nearly 80
percent) show no symptoms, some
people experience flulike symp-
toms. In rare cases, WNV can
cause inflammation of the brain
and other potentially life-threat-
ening complications, particularly
in the elderly or those with com-
promised immune systems. Those
who show no symptoms may not
realize they are infected and may
unwittingly donate infected blood,
which can lead to transmission of
WNV from donor to the transfu-
sion recipient.
Protecting the Blood Supply
From West Nile Virus

According to Richard Ben-
jamin, M.D., chief medical officer
at the American Red Cross, “Blood
centers play an extremely impor-
tant role in protecting the blood

supply from WNV and in early
outbreak detection. We have
adopted the most advanced tech-
nology available to detect WNV in
donated blood and eliminate
infected units of blood before they
reach patients.”
In 2002, after recognizing that

WNV could be transmitted
through blood transfusions, the
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) asked the health care
industry to quickly develop a
nucleic acid–based test (called a
NAT test) that could screen
donated blood for WNV. Novartis
Diagnostics was the first company
to receive FDA approval for a
WNV NAT blood-screening test.
Today, this highly sensitive NAT
technology is used to screen
nearly all the U.S. blood supply

for HIV type 1, hepatitis types B
and C virus, and WNV.4 In 2010,
NAT testing identified nearly 150
cases of infected blood that had
been donated by people who had
no symptoms of WNV—prevent-
ing this contaminated blood from
entering the U.S. blood supply.3

Avoid Mosquito Bites
to Avoid Infection

When dealing with WNV, pre-
vention is your best bet. Take the
commonsense steps below to
reduce your risk. (Information
provided by the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.)5

Protect Yourself
•Use insect repellent on ex-

posed skin when you go outdoors.
•Clothing can reduce mosquito

bites. When weather permits,
wear long sleeves, long pants and
socks when outdoors.
•Be aware of peak mosquito

hours. The hours from dusk to
dawn are peak biting times for
many species of mosquitoes.
Mosquitoproof Your Home
•Drain standing water. Mos-

quitoes lay their eggs in standing
water. Get rid of items that hold
water.
•Install or repair screens. Keep

mosquitoes outside by having
well-fitting screens on both win-
dows and doors.
For more information about how

to protect against West Nile virus,
visit www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/
westnile/prevention_info.htm.

Seasonal Testing Of Blood Supply Can ControlWest Nile Virus

A special test can screen
donated blood for WNV, prevent-
ing contaminated blood from
entering the U.S. blood supply.
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The first nylon- bristled toothbrush with a plastic handle was
invented in 1938.The electric toothbrush first appeared in 1939.

In Natoma, Kansas, it’s illegal to throw knives at men wearing striped
suits.

The sentence “The quick brown fox jumps over a lazy dog” uses
every letter of the alphabet!

The first national collegiate fraternity was Sigma Phi founded at
Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y. in 1827. It is the second oldest
Greek fraternal society after Phi Beta Kappa.

The correct response to the Irish greeting, “Top of the morning to
you” is “and the rest of the day to yourself.”

The term “freelance” comes from a knight whose lance was free for
hire; i.e., not pledged to one master.

***
Some folks never exaggerate—
they just remember big.

—Audrey Snead
***

***
There are people so addicted to
exaggeration they can’t tell the
truth without lying.

—Josh Billings
***

***
If you add to the truth, you sub-
tract from it.

—The Talmud
***

***
No man has a good enough
memory to make a successful
liar.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Make yourself an honest man,
and then youmay be sure there
is one less rascal in the world.

—Thomas Carlyle
***




