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(NAPSA)—Every year, millions
of homes lose power for hours—or
even days—at a time. Being pre-
pared is the best defense for such
energy emergencies—and for
many homeowners, that means
investing in a standby generator.
While virtually all homeowners

can benefit from having a standby
generator, it is especially impor-
tant in homes with elderly resi-
dents or young children, for home
businesses, and for travelers who
are not home to deal with the
often damaging consequences of a
power outage.
Adding a home generator can

be easy. A standby generator is
installed outside the home, much
like an air conditioner. It runs on
propane or natural gas and hooks
up to existing gas lines.
“Generators can be retrofitted

into existing homes and new home
construction can be prewired,”
said Ed Del Grande, a three-time
master pipefitter, plumber and
contractor and a home improve-
ment expert on HGTVPro.com
and the DIY Network.
Standby generators, such as

those from Kohler, turn on auto-
matically when the power goes off.
A transfer switch automatically
monitors utility power and trans-
fers the electrical load to the gen-
erator if power is lost (usually
within 10 seconds).
The generator can power criti-

cal appliances and systems in your
home, including lights, furnaces,
air conditioners, refrigerators,
sump pumps, home security sys-
tems and office equipment.
Permanent standby generators

are different from portable gener-
ators, which are designed for
worksites. There’s no need to fill
them up with gasoline every few
hours or change the oil and they
have no exposed engine parts.
Permanent standby generators
are also better suited to delicate
electronics such as computers or
TVs.
Since they range from 8 to 125

kilowatts, it’s important to choose
a standby generator that meets

your lifestyle and needs. If you
simply want to power a few key
appliances/loads, an 8- to 20-kilo-
watt generator may serve you
well. If you want to keep your
whole house powered up, a larger
generator is required.
To determine what size you

need, contact a local generator
dealer or licensed electrical con-
tractor familiar with standby gen-
erators. A professional can help
you determine the right size for
your needs. He or she will also
help with the following:
• Pulling appropriate permits
• Adhering to local ordinances
• Assessing your flood risks
• Compliance with noise and

electrical codes
• Professional installation and

service.
When shopping for a standby

generator, Del Grande encourages
people to consider the following
qualities:
• Look for a standby generator

that comes with a commercial-
grade engine providing clean, con-
sistent power and one that can
handle heavy loads.
• Make sure you purchase a

generator that comes with a mini-
mum five-year warranty.
• Don’t forget about appear-

ance. A generator sits outside your
home, so look for a unit with a
bold, clean look that’s corrosion-
resistant.
For more information about

residential standby power, visit
www.KohlerSmartPower.com.

HowTo ProtectYour Home From Power Outages

A standby generator can power
lights, furnaces, air conditioners,
refrigerators, sump pumps and
home security systems.

(NAPSA)—Insights on how to
promote sensible mobile phone
usage are at the LG website,
www.lgtexted.com and the LG
Text Ed campaign.

* * *
Value is still one of the most

motivating factors when it comes
to selecting fine jewelry, according
to jewelry and style expert
Michael O’Connor.

* * *
When making a move, a 12- or

16-foot truck can be a very versa-
tile size—excellent for moving
everything from a few large items
or the contents of a small condo or
apartment. To learn more, get free
moving tips at www.Penske
TruckRental.com.

(NAPSA)—Even if you can’t get
away to an exotic locale this year,
you can still escape to a tropical
paradise—without ever leaving
home. Thanks to a new crop of
tropically inspired outdoor living
products and accessories, convert-
ing your backyard into an oasis is
easier than ever.
“Tropical-inspired designs are

extremely popular right now in
outdoor living,” explains Adam
Zambanini, vice president of
marketing for Trex, the world’s
largest manufacturer of wood-
alternative decking and railing.
“Combining warm, nature-inspired
hues and textures, these exotic
looks are ideal for creating a luxu-
rious, restful backyard retreat.”
Here are some tips for

transforming your outdoor living
space into an exotic getaway—no
passport required:

Lights, Color, Accents: Add
ambience for cocktail parties or
evening cookouts with dimmable
LED deck lighting and create
an inviting lounge area with
comfortable, durable outdoor fur-
nishings. Even if the budget is tight,
adding vibrant pillows or tropical
flowers and plants can serve as a
quick and colorful pick-me-up.

Take Your Cues from the
Tropics: When it comes to decking
and railing, look for colors that are
rich and saturated and draw inspi-
ration from exotic streaked hard-
woods, such as the new tropical

additions to the Transcend line from
Trex. Offered in vibrant colors such
as Spiced Rum (a warm, earthy
umber) and Lava Rock (a rich
reddish-black), these exotic wood
looks lend themselves beautifully to
a relaxing, resort-style setting.

Go Green: Opt for eco-friendly
outdoor living products made of
recycled materials, which both
protect and enhance the environ-
ment. Wood-alternative decking
(made from recycled plastic bags)
boasts the beauty of tropical hard-
woods, without the environmental
stresses associated with importing

these endangered materials. It
also requires no sanding, staining
or power washing, so you can
spend more time enjoying—rather
than maintaining—your outdoor
living space.
For more tips on designing an

exot ic outdoor l iv ing space ,
ca l l (800) 289-8739 or visit
www.trex.com. The site features
helpful information along with
user-friendly online tools, includ-
ing a Color Visualizer and Deck
Designer, which allow visitors to
experiment with different prod-
ucts, finishes and layouts.

Create ATropical Paradise InYour Own Backyard

Your yard can look lush and lovely when you decorate it with tropical
colors and decking that looks like exotic hardwood.

Insects outnumber humans 100,000,000 to one.

The smallest bird egg is believed to be that of the Vervain Hum-
mingbird of Jamaica. It measures just 0.39 inches and weighs 0.0132
ounces.

by Alexander Poltorak
(NAPSA)—Ahigh-stakes debate

is taking place on Capitol Hill. Its
focus is the legislation that reforms
this country’s patent system. What’s
at risk is whether we, as a nation,
reward or hinder innovation.
I believe that there are several

problems with the proposed legis-
lation (S. 23)—a recycled policy
package that failed to pass muster
in its earlier incarnations.
The proposed legislation, known

as the Patent Reform Act, would
change this country’s patent process
from a “first to invent” system to a
“first inventor to file” system that is
similar to the process used by other
countries. It’s likely that such a
change would favor large corpora-
tions, with their deep pockets and
numerous in-house attorneys and
stack the deck against small inven-
tors and university researchers.
The proposed legislation would

also have a direct effect on consumers
andAmerican workers. It would do
this by making patent rights more
difficult to enforce and making it
easier for offshore copycats to bring
pirated goods infringing U.S. patents
into this country without a signifi-
cant penalty.
As it’s currently designed, a pro-

posal to reform this country’s patent
process is likely to hinder rather
than reward innovation. That could
be bad news for consumers, work-
ers and inventors. This means that
American jobs will be lost, as well
as our country’s competitiveness in
the global economy.
This is not to say that reform is

not needed. On the contrary, change
is called for, but it is change at the
Patent Office level that would pre-
sent the most tangible benefits to

inventors and to the industry.
For example, Congress should

stop diverting funds from the
Patent Office itself and free up
funding that would allow it to hire
more examiners. This would have
the double benefit of speeding up
the review process and improving
the quality of the examination of
patents actually issued.
Creating a two-tier patent sys-

tem with “junior” and “senior”
patents with computer-based nov-
elty examination of applications
for junior patents would free up
examiners to focus on applications
for senior patents.
•Alexander Poltorak is the

founder and president of American
Innovators for Patent Reform (AIPR)
and CEO of General Patent Cor-
poration, an intellectual property
management and patent licensing
firm. He is coauthor of two books on
intellectual property. To learn more,
visit www.aminn.org and www.
generalpatent.com.
To let your elected officials know

your opinion on this or other issues,
visit the website at www.house.gov
or www.senate.gov.
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