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(NAPSA)—You may be able to
save yourself both trouble and
money—and help save the planet
at the same time. It’s easy when
you’re careful to recycle your elec-
tronic equipment with the aid of a
certified recycler.
Many people may be surprised

to learn that there is a certification
program specifically for the elec-
tronics recycling industry.
R2/RIOS™ combines two strong cer-
tifications, R2 and RIOS™. R2 was
created for e-recyclers by a stake-
holder group convened by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). RIOS™ was created by the
Institute of Scrap Recycling Indus-
tries, Inc. (ISRI) for any recycler to
achieve superior quality, environ-
mental and health & safety man-
agement and compliance.
The EPA’s Sustainable Materi-

als Management Electronics Chal-
lenge asks electronics companies to
send 100 percent of the used elec-
tronics they collect to third-party
certified refurbishers and recyclers.

The Good News
Environmental benefits include

a decreased amount of products
sent to landfills, resulting in re-
source conservation and sustain-
ability benefits.
The benefit to the people

who’ve replaced their tech gadgets
is that their financial records, per-
sonal photos and confidential cor-
respondences stored on those used
electronics are handled only by
responsible recyclers. This pro-
tects your data through stringent
identity theft measures.

How It Works
The first step is testing gad-

gets to check if they can be refur-
bished. Products fixed and resold
have the least impact on the
environment.

The rest are processed to ex-
tract plastic, steel, aluminum,
copper, gold and silver commodi-
ties. These are then sold to be
used to produce materials for
manufacturing new products. To
make the most of these existing
resources, it is essential that e-
recyclers commit to following best
practices that go above and
beyond required standards.
Working with a recycler who

achieves a voluntary certification is
the best way to verify that a com-
pany protects its staff, the environ-
ment and the public. Certification
gives you the peace of mind that
your old electronics are being han-
dled in the most responsible man-
ner by a facility that is refurbishing
or recycling the devices.
When you retire your electron-

ics, it’s wise to work with respon-
sible recyclers and those that have
received industry certification
through such programs as
R2/RIOS; they choose to operate
at the highest standard and un-
dergo regular independent audits.

Learn More
For further facts about respon-

sible recycling and certification,
visit www.isri.org/certifyme.

Through Responsible Recycling,
Safeguard the Environment and your Economy

Three to four million tons of elec-
tronics are recycled each year—
and that number is expected to
grow.

(NAPSA)—Recently, the
Propane Education & Research
Council (PERC) commissioned a
survey, “The 2012 Energy Habits,
Awareness & Perceptions,” with
Harris Interactive to see how con-
cerned Americans are with domes-
tic energy and greener living.
The survey found that Ameri-

cans are increasingly purchasing
more green products now than
before. In fact, approximately six
in 10 survey respondents said
they have purchased more envi-
ronmentally friendly products this
year than five years ago.
With store shelves and online

shopping sites filled with a vari-
ety of eco-friendly and green
products, consumers have a
plethora of choices. And, accord-
ing to the survey, families are
especially benefiting, with Ameri-
can households of more than
three more likely to purchase
green products than those in
households of two or fewer. The
survey also found that house-
holds with children indicated
they are more likely to make
green purchasing decisions than
households without children.
As Americans are becoming

greener consumers, they’re also
adopting habits to reduce their car-
bon footprints. The survey found
that most American households
are taking small steps in their
everyday lives to benefit the envi-
ronment. Some of the things Amer-
icans are doing to live greener are:
•Turning Off the Lights
Roughly nine out of 10 Ameri-

cans indicate that they turn off
the lights when they leave a room.
•Recycling
Just over eight in 10 Americans

recycle.
•Washing Clothes in Cold

Water
Approximately three-fourths of

Americans wash clothes in cold
water to conserve energy.
•Setting Thermostats

Colder
About seven in 10 Americans

set their thermostat colder in the
winter.
•Taking Shorter Showers
More than six out of 10 Ameri-

cans take shorter showers to con-
serve water.
Not only are consumers mak-

ing the switch to greener living,
many industries and businesses
are, too. For example, leading
landscape contractors are begin-
ning to utilize alternative fuels
such as propane. Propane-fueled
commercial mowers emit nearly
50 percent fewer greenhouse gas

emissions than gasoline, which
can attract new customers looking
for green companies.
The school transportation

industry is also embracing cleaner
alternatives such as propane auto-
gas with significant results. In the
state of Texas alone, there are
2,078 propane autogas school
buses in operation. Propane auto-
gas-fueled buses produce 80 per-
cent fewer smog-forming hydro-
carbon emissions compared with
diesel, while also lowering fuel
costs.
As Americans and businesses

continue making green purchas-
ing decisions and adopting
greener lifestyles, more remark-
able trends are sure to follow. Cer-
tainly, all of these seemingly small
efforts will make a big difference
toward a healthier future.
For more information about

propane and its use in various
markets, or to learn more about
PERC, please visit www.propane
council.org.

Americans Get Serious About Going Green

Propane is a clean, abundant, domestic fuel that can mean a brighter,
greener future for America.

(NAPSA)—Your car can go far-
ther for less if you take a few
steps to keep it efficient.
It helps to take meticulous care

of your vehicle by following the
manufacturer ’s recommended
maintenance schedules and using
the right products inside and out.
This includes getting your oil
changed, rotating your tires,
checking hoses and belts for wear,
replacing worn windshield wipers
and keeping your vehicle clean.
Another way to extend the life

of your vehicle and improve fuel
efficiency is to make sure your
fuel system is clean.
To help, here are a few fuel sys-

tem basics.
What does a fuel system do?

A fuel system’s job is to properly
maintain fuel demand. The fuel is
eventually sprayed from the fuel
injectors into the intake stream
and into the combustion chamber.
What does a fuel system con-

sist of? Depending on whether it’s
a return or a returnless fuel sys-
tem, it can consist of the fuel tank,
fuel pump, sending fuel lines, fuel
rail, fuel injectors, fuel pressure
regulator and returning fuel lines.
If you have a returnless system,
there is no fuel pressure regulator
or return fuel lines.
How do I know my fuel sys-

tem needs to be cleaned? If
your fuel injectors have become
clogged from deposits, they are
not able to provide the wide and
fine spray of fuel needed for the
spark to ignite it. There are a few
signs that may indicate you need
to clean your fuel system.
•You are getting lower gas

mileage.
•There is a hesitation when

you put your foot on the gas pedal.

•You are experiencing a loss of
power when driving your vehicle.
One easy and convenient solu-

tion is to use a total fuel system
cleaner such as Max-Clean by pre-
mium synthetic lubricant manufac-
turer Royal Purple. It can clean fuel
lines and injectors, restore fuel
economy and reduce both engine
buildup and tailpipe emissions by
deeply penetrating and cleaning
injectors, carburetors, intake valves
and combustion chambers. The
lubricant works in a variety of en-
gines whether new or old, gasoline
or diesel. One bottle will treat 15 to
20 gallons. You just pour it into a
nearly empty tank and refuel.
Fuel system maintenance can

easily be added to your regular
vehicle maintenance routine. Not
only will it improve your vehicle’s
fuel efficiency, it can save you
from having to make costly
repairs that may be needed when
fuel deposits are left to build up.

Learn More
For further advice and infor-

mation, visit www.royalpurple
consumer.com.

HowTo ImproveYour Vehicle’s Fuel Efficiency

Fuel system maintenance can
improve fuel efficiency and re-
duce the need for repairs.

(NAPSA)—“Every aspect of win-
ter tires has been engineered to
channel away road debris and pro-
vide better traction in winter driv-
ing conditions,” explained Mark
Ballard of Discount Tire, America’s
largest tire and wheel retailer.
Learn more and find Discount Tire
stores at www.discounttire.com.

* * *
iPhone users can now switch to

a mobile phone service offering a
$49-per-month unlimited voice
and data plan that includes up to
1,000 minutes of international call
time and free texting to 194 coun-
tries. It’s called Ultra Mobile. Go
to www.ultra.me to learn more.

The most-used letter in the English alphabet is “E,” and “Q” is the
least used.

The first national collegiate fraternity was Sigma Phi, founded at
Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y. in 1827. It is the second oldest
Greek fraternal society after Phi Beta Kappa.




