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(NAPSA)—Recent global research
discovered an intriguing correlation
between collaboration technologies
and better business outcomes.
Although many organizations rec-
ognize that improved collaboration
would improve the way they con-
duct business, the vast majority are
not using technology tools and
processes to achieve this.
Astudy by Filigree Consulting, an

independent global consulting firm
specializing in technology research,
concluded that over 70 percent of busi-
nesses are not effectively using col-
laboration tools to increase produc-
tivity,make faster andmore informed
decisions or drive business value. In
contrast, the few organizations that
are taking full advantage of an inte-
grated approach to collaboration—
including technology, people and
process—reported up to 300 percent
more impact on business results,
including accelerated rate of innova-
tion, enhanced customer experience
and reduced travel costs.
Collaborative technologies,

including interactive whiteboards
and conferencing software, help
teams consolidate information
from multiple sources and bring
flexibility to the work environment
for more purposeful and effective
meetings. Local and dispersed
teams can actively engage—every-
one can see and share information
and contribute to discussions and
decisions in real time.

What Can You Do?
Based on the survey, an assess-

ment tool has been created to help
organizations determine how they
may improve business outcomes
through collaborative technology.

This assessment tool from SMART
Technologies consists of a 20-minute
online questionnaire that can be
completed by anymember of an orga-
nization for comparative results
based on industry standards. These
results will give decision makers rel-
evant information in determining
the optimal means of incorporating
collaborative technology and process
into their organization.
“As the world’s leading chemical

company, we are continuously look-
ing for ways to improve the way we
do business, and recognize that tech-
nology plays a large role in increas-
ing our overall efficiency,” says Mike
Handy, AV Specialist, BASF. “Parti-
cipating in this project is an oppor-
tunity to identify the best practices
for organizations to follow when it
comes to incorporating collaboration
in the workplace. It’s straightfor-
ward and practical and sheds new
light on a subject that is of growing
interest for business today.”

How to Learn More
For further information and to

take the assessment survey, visit
www.smarttech.com/freestormGEN.

Over 70 Percent Of Businesses Not Collaborating Effectively

A new assessment tool helps
organizations make informed
decisions on collaboration solu-
tions for better business results.

Putting An EndTo Polio
(NAPSA)—Here’s good news

about health: There has never
been a more opportune time to fin-
ish off polio, with new cases at an
all-time low and the wild polio-
virus now confined to only a few
pockets in Afghanistan, Nigeria
and Pakistan—and you can be a
part of the solution. In less than a
generation, the number of re-
ported cases has fallen by 99 per-
cent, mostly due to mass immu-
nization drives.

The problem, public health
experts say, is a $700 million
funding gap that threatens to
undermine all the progress
achieved against the disease. If
the eradication effort stalls now,
polio could rebound quickly, poten-
tially paralyzing 250,000 children
a year. Unvaccinated children
everywhere, including those in
countries now polio free, would be
at greatly increased risk.
In 1988, Rotary International

joined with the World Health
Organization, UNICEF and the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to launch the
Global Polio Eradication Initia-
tive, a worldwide effort to eradi-
cate this crippling childhood dis-
ease. To date, Rotary has
contributed nearly $1.2 billion to
the effort.
A new, innovative, interactive

online campaign gives everyone a
chance to support the fight to end
polio by joining Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Bill Gates, Jackie
Chan, Amanda Peet and other
world figures and celebrities
already participating in Rotary’s
“This Close” campaign (as in, “this
close” to ending polio) to raise
awareness and support for polio
eradication.
You simply upload a photo of

yourself to www.endpolionow.org,
to be edited into a constantly
expanding promotional spot—the
“World’s Biggest Commercial.”
You’ll get an e-mail with a direct
link to your image.
You can also buy “End Polio

Now,” an album of songs per-
formed by Rotary polio ambas-
sadors from the music industry,
including polio survivors Itzhak
Perlman (classical violin), Dono-
van (folk rock) and Staff Benda
Bilili (Congolese soukous).
The album is available via

iTunes and shop.rotary.org.

A child receives the oral polio vac-
cine. Credit: Jean-Marc Giboux

Editor’s note: Rotary is a global humanitar-
ian organization with more than 1.2 million mem-
bers in 34,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries
and geographical areas. Rotary members are men
and women who are business, professional and
community leaders with a shared commitment to
make the world a better place through humanitar-
ian service.
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(NAPSA)—According to a recent
survey, most Americans are con-
cerned about potentially harmful
chemicals and petroleum-based
ingredients in everyday products
and believe “brands should be
required to post warning labels on
their packages if their products
contain petrochemicals.”
Today, concerned consumers

should look for products that carry
the new USDA BioPreferred label

to help them understand the per-
cent of plant-based ingredients ver-
sus petroleum. One brand of eco-
friendly household and personal
care products, Seventh Generation
is one of the first to carry the label,
enabling consumers to see the
amount of plant- and petroleum-
based ingredients in all their prod-
ucts.
Learn more at www.seventh

generation.com.

ProductsTo ProtectThe Environment Are Popular

(NAPSA)—As you contemplate
retirement—something that’s a
good idea to do at any age—it may
pay for you to adopt new financial
habits and invest in a high-yield
savings account.
It’s a smart way to diversify

your portfolio and reduce your
overall risk, which can be a big
plus—especially in an uncertain
financial climate.

What You Get
Other important benefits

include:
•Peace of mind. One of the

safest investment vehicles is a high-
yield savings account. Your savings
are fully insured by the FDIC up to
at least $250,000—even if the bank
that holds your account fails. In
fact, since the formation of the
FDIC in 1934, no insured depositor
with an account within the FDIC
insurance limit has ever lost money
as the result of a bank failure.
•Liquidity. High-yield savings

accounts are one of the most liquid
investment vehicles, providing you
with easy access to your money.
•No maintenance fees. An

increasing number of savings
vehicles, including high-yield sav-
ings accounts, don’t impose
monthly service fees, provided you
maintain a specified minimum
balance in your accounts. Look for
a savings account with no fees so
all your money can keep working
for you.
•Earnings. Not all savings

accounts are high-yield savings
accounts. As the term suggests,
high-yield accounts offer higher
interest rates than conventional
savings accounts. That makes them
an effective long-term investment
vehicle as well as a means of estab-
lishing an emergency fund. For
example, the CIT Bank Savings
account offers competitive interest
rates and, like most high-yield
accounts, is available online.

What The Banker Says
Explains Raymond Quinlan,

executive vice president, banking,
CIT Group Inc., the parent com-
pany of CIT Bank: “Since the
launch of CIT Bank’s online bank,
our mission has been to provide our
customers with the highest level of

service, security and reliability.”
That commitment, he adds, “is in
keeping with the values that have
been CIT Group’s hallmark for
more than a century.”

Award Winner
CIT Bank has been awarded

five stars in Bankrate.com’s Safe &
Sound Ratings service for the
quarter ended July 31, 2012, the
highest possible rating, for “a supe-
rior ranking of relative strength
and stability.” Bankrate’s Safe &
Sound ratings are comparisons to
both industry peer norms and
standards. Individual performance
levels are determined from publicly
available regulatory filings and are
compared to asset-size peer norms,
industry standards and key ab-
solute benchmarks.
In addition to the high-yield

savings account, CIT Bank offers
a range of CDs with attractive
interest rates. Accounts are
insured by the FDIC.

Learn More
For more facts on Bankrate, go

to www.bankrate.com. For further
information on CIT Bank, visit
www.BankOnCIT.com. CIT Bank
is a Member of FDIC.

Switching To Safety

Adopting new financial habits
can help you reach your savings
goals faster.

***
If aman does not keep pace with
his companions, perhaps it is
because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the
music he hears, however mea-
sured or far away.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

(NAPSA)—FELINE GREENIES®
SMARTBITES® Treats for cats provide
targeted health benefits, including
Hairball Control, Digestive Care,
and Healthy Skin and Fur formu-
las. They come from the makers of
GREENIES® Dental Chews. Learn
more at www.greenies.com.

* * *
Seventy-seven percent of par-

ents would prefer to give their
kids a kid-friendly tablet or hand-
held gaming device with educa-
tional content over an adult tablet
or smartphone with educational
apps. (Source: LeapFrog Learning
Report Card survey, 2012.) Dr.
Jody LeVos, Learning Designer at
LeapFrog, offers tips on how to
choose the right books and toys
that fit a child’s level of develop-
ment. To learn more, visit www.
leapfrog.com/best-toys.

* * *
“Top Hand Rodeo Tour,” the

first authentic interactive rodeo
experience available exclusively
for Kinect for Xbox 360, lets play-
ers compete in exciting rodeo
events. It’s available exclusively at
Walmart and Walmart.com. Learn
more at www.d3publisher.us.

* * *
To recognize the contributions

that farm moms make, Monsanto
created the America’s Farmers

Mom of the Year contest. Meet all
the America’s Farmers Mom of the
Year winners and read their nomi-
nations at the site www.Americas
Farmers.com.

* * *
The Medicare Part D Annual

Enrollment Period—from October
15 to December 7—is a good time
to make sure you have the right
plan and coverage if you’re on
Medicare. That’s the word from
the experts at CVS. To learn more,
visit www.CVS.com/medicare.

* * *
Power Systems, the fitness and

sports accessories leader, says
give someone you care for the gift
of better health and fitness with
quality gym equipment. Learn
more at www.powersystems.com
or call (800) 321-6975.




