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Today’s Landfills: Safe, Smart Green

(NAPSA)—Considering Ameri-
cans generate more than 250 mil-
lion tons of trash every year—and
most of it ends up in landfills—the
good news is that landfills are
safer, smarter and greener than
ever, thanks to many advanced
technological innovations.

Modern landfills are high-tech,
carefully monitored containment
systems that reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, control water and
air emissions, and minimize nui-
sances such as odor. Strict federal
regulations do not allow landfills in
floodplains, wetlands or along fault
lines. Special liners and collection
systems protect groundwater.

Generating Energy and Jobs

Even better news is that land-
fill gases, the source of most
odors, are controlled through gas
collection and conversion into
energy. Methane captured from
modern landfills often is used as a
form of green, renewable energy.
Landfill-gas-to-energy projects
can help ease our dependence on
fossil fuels and foreign oil. In fact,
many of today’s landfills have
become renewable energy plants.
In the last year, landfill-gas-to-
energy projects delivered enough
gas and electricity to power some
1.6 million American homes.
These facilities also generate
“green collar” jobs.

“Today, solid-waste companies
build new landfills and expand

Today’s landfills are safer, smarter,
greener than ever—and an impor-
tant source of low-cost energy.

existing landfills in ways that pro-
tect human health and the envi-
ronment more than ever before,”
said Bruce J. Parker, president
and CEO of the National Solid
Wastes Management Association.
For the Future

Looking ahead, today’s landfills
provide continued environmental
benefits even after they are
closed. Engineers and landscape
designers transform these land-
fills into parks, golf courses,
wildlife refuges and other spaces
that can be enjoyed by the whole
community.

Learn More

Learn more at www.environ
mentalistseveryday.org and (800)
424-2869.





