Save Fuel, Money and the Environment
Cleaner, More Fuel-Efficient Transportation

(NAPSA)—For many Americans,
their vehicle—be it a car, truck or
SUV—is an important part of how
they live their daily lives. It connects
them with school, work, shopping,
family and friends.

At the same time, these vehicles
are a major source of emissions
that contribute to greenhouse gas
and climate change. Fortunately,
there are many ways in which con-
sumers can reduce the amount of
pollution that their vehicles gener-
ate—and save money at the same
time. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s (EPA) SmartWay pro-
gram offers the following tips and
suggestions for reducing the
impact that your vehicle has on the
environment:

Buy Smart

Use the EPA’s Green Vehicle
Guide as a resource in selecting
your next compact car, midsize
sedan, or sport utility vehicle.
The guide provides air pollution
scores and greenhouse gas scores
for all vehicles. The higher the
scores, the better it is for the
environment. Compare the scores
of different vehicles or just look
for the SmartWay certification
mark to find the superior envi-
ronmental performers. You may
be surprised to find that even if
you need a larger vehicle, you
have cleaner choices. The better
the fuel economy, the more mo-
ney you’ll save at the pump,
while also reducing the nation’s
dependence on oil.

Drive Smart

* Be aware of your speed. Obey-
ing highway speed limits can save
fuel as well as prevent pollution.

* Avoid rapid accelerations and
braking, which burn more fuel.
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An EPA program helps drivers
choose more environmentally
friendly and fuel-efficient vehicles.

* Use cruise control and over-
drive gears.

* When you aren’t in traffic,
turn off the engine rather than
idle for more than 30 seconds.

* Remove excess weight from
your trunk, and if you have a re-
movable roof rack and aren’t
using it, take it off.

Take Care Of Your Vehicle

* Your vehicle is designed to
perform best when maintained
according to the instructions
found in the owner’s manual. A
poorly maintained vehicle can
be more polluting and less fuel
efficient than one that’s well
maintained.

* Keep your tires properly
inflated. Low tire pressure means
lower fuel economy.

* Replace your air filter regu-
larly. A clogged air filter can
reduce fuel economy significantly.

Use Your Vehicle Less

* When possible, combine
activities and errands into one
trip.

* Take advantage of public
transportation and carpooling.

* Bicycling or even walking
can be a suitable (and healthy)
transportation alternative.

For additional tips on how to
be a more environmentally con-
scious driver and to see how your
current vehicle performs, visit
www.epa.gov/smartway.





