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(NAPSA)—Experts say it’s
hard to read too much into the
importance of childhood literacy—
and that one of the best ways to
build a young child’s reading skills
may be to use what are known as
“leveled readers.” 

Leveled readers are books writ-
ten in such a way that they
address a child’s developmental
needs and abilities and help him
learn to read. The readers often
come in sets, so that as a child fin-
ishes one level, he can step up to
the next level, which will build on
the reading concepts he has just
learned. A leveled reader for chil-
dren in first grade, for example,
will feature words and topics that
are appropriate and understand-
able for that age group. The sec-
ond-grade version of the reader
will require the child to use what
he learned in the first-grade ver-
sion, and teach him new concepts. 

Leveled readers based on popu-
lar children’s books can be espe-
cially useful, as they often feature
characters children are already
familiar with—and interested in.
For instance, leveled readers
developed from John Lithgow’s
Lithgow Palooza are being used
across the country. 

The book series from School
Specialty Publishing includes
titles leveled to levels 2, 3, and 4.
These are appropriate for young
learners in grades K-3. Each of the
leveled readers follows the the-
matic approach of Lithgow’s best-
sellers. “Moo-Moo Went the Tuba,”
for example, is a K-1 new title,
developed from “The Remarkable
Farkle McBride,” which has musi-
cal themes. 

Similarly, “Zippety Zoo” is a
new leveled reader developed for
children in grades 2 to 3. It fea-
tures characters from “Marsupial
Sue”—a Lithgow best-seller. “Mar-

supial Sue” is about young Sue,
who does not like being a kanga-
roo, so she goes off to find some-
thing better. First she tries climb-
ing the trees like a koala, but that
doesn’t work. Then she wades into
the sea like a platypus, but that’s
no good either. Finally, Sue joins
up with some “bouncy, jouncy”
wallabies—and discovers that
being a kangaroo isn’t so bad after
all. The book helps reassure chil-
dren that they can be happy with
who they are. The leveled reader
based on the book has similar
themes and characters.

The leveled readers from
School Specialty Publishing are
available in bookstores beginning
in September, 2005. They’ll also
be in public and school libraries,
and made available to various lit-
eracy programs across the U.S.
For more information, visit the
Web site www.schoolspecialty
publishing.com.

Building Children’s Reading Skills

Leveled readers based on popu-
lar children’s books from School
Specialty Publishing can help
kids learn to read. 

(NAPSA)—DEAR DR. MOORE:
Are we running out of land-

fill space?
It depends where you are.

Nationally, the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency says that
landfill space is plentiful. But in

areas that are heav-
ily populated, such
as the East Coast,
it’s a different story.
There’s less current
landf i l l  capac i ty
and fewer potential
sites—which also
means that disposal
costs are higher.

Even so, environmental issues
related to landfills tend to have
more to do with where they’re
located and how to control pollu-
tion than they do with running
out of room.

Modern landfills are heavily
regulated and built with environ-
mental protection in mind, but
they aren’t foolproof. They include
clay or plastic liners, systems to
collect both contaminated water
and gases that form during the
decaying process, and covering
caps to permanently seal each sec-
tion that becomes full. To mini-
mize odor and discourage rats and
insects, the waste is also covered
each day with soil.

One issue causing some contro-
versy is what to do with captured
landfill gas, which is comprised

mostly of methane and carbon
dioxide. Methane is by far more
potent, but both contribute to
smog and are thought to cause
global warming.

The U.S. government has
started an initiative to encourage
the use of landfill gas for energy. As
an alternate to fossil fuels such as
coal and oil, this has environmental
benefits—even though it isn’t as
“green” as other sources such as
wind, solar and geothermal.
According to the U.S. EPA, more
than 350 landfills have energy pro-
grams in place, and another 600
have the potential to produce
enough electricity to power more
than one million homes.

Whether or not landfill space is
plentiful or we’re finding ways to
deal with landfill pollution, it’s
useful to bear in mind that the
U.S. and Canada generate more
solid waste than any other indus-
trial nation, with respective aver-
ages of 4.5 and 3.75 pounds per
person each day. It makes sense to
reduce waste where possible and
extend the life of our resources
through recycling.

Dr. Patrick Moore has been a
leader of the environmental move-
ment for more than 30 years. A co-
founder of Greenpeace, he holds a
PhD in ecology and a BSc in forest
biology. Questions can be sent to
Patrick@SensibleEnvironmental
ist.com.

Landfill Issue Isn’t Lack of Space

Dr. Moore

(NAPSA)—Air conditioning can
do more than just make you more
comfortable; it can improve your
life as well. Studies have shown
that cooling the air around you
can lower your stress and frustra-
tion, especially during the hot
summer months.

The most common central air-
conditioning system needs two
parts—an inside evaporator unit
and an outside condenser unit.
Refrigerant circulates in a closed
loop between the evaporator and
the condenser, capturing heat
through returns in each room and
carrying it outside through ducts
to a fan that blows it away. The
duct system runs behind the
walls, under flooring or through
the attic.

Another system—common in
Europe and many other countries
of the world—operates a little dif-
ferently. The system is ductless,
which provides more flexibility in
how it is used in a home. Called
split-ductless, the system is con-
sidered among the most efficient
and economical cooling and heat-
ing systems available.

Going ductless means changing
indoor climates from variable and
unpredictable to comfortable and
consistent, without expensive ren-
ovation work or compromising the
architectural integrity of a home.
Simple copper tubing and electri-
cal wiring connects the outdoor
condenser directly to the indoor
unit that functions as both an
evaporator and a return. Refriger-
ant is pumped from the outdoor
condenser coil and compressor
through the tubing to the indoor
unit, where a fan quietly distrib-
utes cool air drawn across the
unit’s evaporator coil.

A ductless cooling system, such
as Mr. Slim from Mitsubishi Elec-

tric HVAC, is ideal for older
homes without a central air sys-
tem, as well as new additions, fin-
ished basements, sunrooms or just
about any room requiring cooling.
The small and discreet indoor unit
is mounted high on the wall,
where it can blend into a room
without taking up valuable win-
dow space. With a multi-system,
each of the up to three indoor
units comes with its own hand-
held wireless remote controller.
Called a “comfort controller,” it
offers complete control, including
temperature adjustment, fan
speed control, a 24-hour on/off
timer and vane as well as direc-
tion control.

Benefits of a split-ductless sys-
tem include:

• Extremely quiet, efficient
operation

• Quick installation
• Easy maintenance
• Simple comfort control
• Attractive design
• Air-conditioning without

ductwork or wasting a window
space.

For more information, go to
www.mrslim.com.

Go Ductless For Cool Comfort

Ductless air conditioners provide
homeowners with options for
keeping their homes cool.

(NAPSA)—Treating an AC unit
more like a car could drive down
cooling costs. Experts say that
repeated on and off cycling of
heating or cooling systems has a
similar effect on their energy use
as stop- and-go driving has on a
car’s fuel consumption: The more
the unit is turned on and off, the
more energy a home uses—and
the higher a homeowner’s electric
bill. 

How high? The Department of
Energy says heating and cooling
a home drains more energy and
energy dollars than any other
system in a house—typically
accounting for 44 percent of a
home’s electric bill. Fortunately,
new types of technology are help-
ing to curb those statistics. 

For instance, homeowners can
use a device called an IntelliCon®

economizer to help cut cooling
costs by an average 10 to 30 per-
cent. The technology reduces
energy usage by automatically
compensating for load and outdoor
temperature changes. In short, it
stops a unit from being constantly
turned on and off when it’s not
necessary to do so. The device—
made by Intellidyne—also reduces
wear and tear on a home’s heating
or cooling systems. That means
less money is spent on repair or
replacement. 

The technology can be installed
on an existing heating or cooling
system, and has no affect on the air
temperature in a home—people
using the device can keep their

homes as warm or cool as they’d
like.

An added bonus: It’s good for
the environment. DOE says heat-
ing and cooling systems in the
U.S. emit over a half billion tons
of carbon dioxide each year. The
technology helps reduce those
emissions.

“Every year, billions of dollars
worth of gas, oil and electricity are
wasted in both residential and
commercial buildings due to ineffi-
cient operation of heating, central
air-conditioning and refrigeration
systems,” says Dan Tarulli of
Intellidyne, the manufacturer of
the IntelliCon line of energy econo-
mizers for residential and com-
mercial cooling and heating sys-
tems. His company’s technology
may help put that trend on ice.

For more information, visit
www.intellidynellc.com or call
(toll-free) 866-216-0777.

Cutting Home Cooling Costs

New technology can help home-
owners cut energy use and pro-
tect the environment.

(NAPSA)—Developing new
domestic sources of natural gas
deposits can help to create jobs,
reduce the need for imports and
offer a steady source of fuel—
which is good news for consumers.
A company called Lexington
Resources, Inc. recently an-
nounced one such venture in
Texas in the region known as the
Barnett Shale. To learn more,
visit www.lexingtonresources.com.

The Electrical Safety Founda-
tion International (ESFI) reminds
those on the job to look up, look
down and look out for electrical
safety hazards. For more on elec-
trical safety, visit www.electrical-
safety.org and download the
brochure, “Look Up! Look Down!
Look Out!” from ESFI’s library.

One popular online service,
Webshots, contains a library of
more than 175 million photos and
its free service offers a number of
features to make online photo
sharing fun as well as simple.
Site visitors can view the millions
of public photos there and even
upload their own digital pictures
right from the Web site. By down-
loading free desktop software, vis-
itors can get the added capability
of a wallpaper and screensaver
program along with more
advanced tools for personal pho-
tos. For more information, visit
www.webshots.com.

A pure, unexpected delight,
Nestlé Pure Life with Natural
Fruit Flavors in Lemon Splash,
Orange Splash, Raspberry Splash
and Strawberry Splash can be a
terrific treat to entice family
members to the table.

***
The scientist is not a person who
gives the right answers, he is
one who asks the right ques-
tions.

—Claude Levi-Strauss 
***

***
In science the credit goes to the
man who convinces the world,
not to the man to whom the idea
first occurs.

—Richard Osler 
***

***
Every man who observes vigi-
lantly and resolves steadfastly,
grows unconsciously into
genius.

—Edward Bulwer-Lytton 
***




