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by John Buckingham
(NAPSA)—While he once de-

scribed it as “the greatest mathe-
matical discovery of all time,” you
don’t have to be Einstein to take
advantage of the benefits of com-
pound interest.

The process of compound inter-
est—letting money and time work
for you to build wealth slowly—is
an approach that has generated
excellent returns over the long
term for those with the patience
and discipline to implement the
program. 

However, using
the miracle of com-
pounding, money
can grow rapidly
when double-digit
percentage returns
are posted.

Consider that
r e c e n t l y  P a b l o

Picasso’s “Boy with a Pipe”
fetched a record $104 million at
auction at Sotheby’s. Actually, the
painting sold for $93 million, but
the auction house charged a com-
mission of $11 million. 

The painting was previously
bought by John Hay and Betsey
Whitney in 1950 for $30,000. Not
surprisingly, this fact caused breath-
less news anchors to shake their
heads in amazement at the couple’s
fantastic return on investment. 

While we certainly recognize
that very few have ever been able
to parlay $30,000 into $93 million
the annualized compounded rate
of return on “Boy with a Pipe”
over the past 54 years was only
16.1 percent, not including insur-
ance, storage and other costs
that the Whitney’s would have
undoubtedly incurred. 

Clearly, the passage of time can
do wonders for a nest egg if that
money is allowed to compound. 

Even the relatively modest 10.4
percent return that Ibbotson Asso-
ciates has calculated for Large
Cap Stocks since 1926, means
that money will double every
seven years, allowing the average
long term oriented investor to
indeed grow wealthy slowly. 

I put my own money where my
mouth is, via the Buckingham
Portfol io .  This  real  money,
newsletter model portfolio has
gained more than 35 percent since
its inception on January 6, 2003
—using the compound interest
approach—and its contents and
any changes are made readily
available to our subscribers. 

John Buckingham is president,
chief portfolio manager and direc-
tor of research for Al Frank Man-
agement as well as editor of The
Prudent Speculator newsletter. 

To learn more, call 1-888-994-
6827 or visit the Web site at
www.alfrank.com.

Using Time And Money To Grow Wealth

The process of compound inter-
est uses money and time to build
wealth slowly.

Buckingham

(NAPSA)—Approximately 21
million people in the United States
work from home and that number
is expected to increase to more than
35 million by 2005, according to
research firm Cahners In-Stat
Group.  

The key enabler of this trend?
New technology that creates a
home office just as advanced and
efficient as a traditional workplace.
In particular, new wireless prod-
ucts and services help a small or
home office function just like a
large office, with the same essen-
tial capabilities that include fast
Internet access, affordable long
distance plans and other business
conveniences.

Today’s wireless connections far
exceed 14.4 kbps dial-up speeds
that struggle with basic Web page
uploads. Now mobile professionals
can quickly download e-mail attach-
ments by using Verizon Wireless’
NationalAccess with typical wire-
less connectivity speeds of 60 to 80
kbps. In some markets, Verizon
Wireless BroadbandAccess offers
typical speeds of 300 to 500 kbps
ideal for audio and video content.
Market leaders such as Verizon
Wireless are tapping new technolo-
gies to deliver a new level of fast
and affordable wireless connections
to the Web. 

In addition to speed, a wireless
connection has the added bonus of
convenience. With no need for
wires, customers can conduct
business online in minutes, has-
sle-free. When it’s time to travel,
whether across town or across the
country, the wireless connection is
a valuable mobile tool. Many cus-
tomers sync PDA devices with
their home e-mail accounts to stay
connected.

Wireless technology also helps
minimize some of the other tradi-

tional business expenses, such as
long distance calls. Many wireless
plans save customers money on
long distance charges and offer the
benefits of caller ID, call waiting
and voice mail.

Remember, it’s important to
consider quality along with cost in
the decision, because many dis-
count wireless providers may not
provide great service or coverage.  

A wireless home office also
offers other benefits. Using a wire-
less phone as a business line
means there is only one number to
share with clients and customers.
Most of today’s wireless phones
have space to store up to 500 con-
tacts and feature voice-activated
dialing.

Recent wireless innovations
tear down the office’s four walls,
allowing professionals to work
from their own home or the open
road. Many retail outlets employ
specialized staff who can help cus-
tomers select the right wireless
service plan and device for their
business. To learn more, visit
www.verizonwireless.com or call 1-
800-2 JOIN IN. 

Emergence of The Wireless Home Office

In addition to speed, a wireless
connection has the added home
office bonus of convenience.

(NAPSA)—Simple
collections of fresh
flowers can prolong
the glowing light of
autumn days indoors.
Simmering reds, sul-
try oranges, claret
purples—they are
bountiful in the vast
assortment of flowers
available in fall.

Natural elements
can bring botanical
details to your de-
sign while simplify-
ing the process of
arranging. Criss-
cross branches of
fall leaves and cre-
ate a structure to
hold stems of tall,
showy blossoms.
Place gravel or
small pebbles in
glass vases to secure
stems and enhance
the natural look. 

This year, don’t let autumn
steal away before you’ve given it a
proper greeting. This simple deco-
rative arrangement can be used as
a housewarming gift or to comple-
ment your own decor.

For more ideas about how to
use flowers in your home, visit
www.flowerpossibilities.com.

HARVEST COLORS
1 8-inch ceramic bowl
3 oranges and/or miniature

pumpkins (white or
orange)

8 stems white freesia
5 stems orange miniature

spray roses
4 stems yellow stock
5 stems hypericum berries
1 large stem green

hydrangeas
3 wood picks
2 to 3 bricks floral foam

Floral preservative
Knife
Floral clippers

1. Soak the floral foam in

water that has been treated
with floral preservative for at
least 30 minutes.

2. Cut the foam to fit the
interior of the container. With
the knife, shape the foam so it
is domed—the center should
be higher than the sides.

3. Insert one wood pick (or
cut shish kabob skewers into
3-inch lengths) into each
orange or miniature pumpkin.
Insert them into the floral
foam, scattering them evenly.

4. Begin inserting flowers
around each orange or pump-
kin. All flowers are cut short to
approximately 4 to 5 inches in
length. Think of the arrange-
ment in pieces, each piece is
built around each orange or
pumpkin.

Note: Cut the leggy tops off
the stock and just use their
meaty full blossoms. Use
sprigs cut from the one hy-
drangea blossom throughout
the arrangement.

Savor The Season With Autumn Colors

Autumn rides in on the coattails of summer, then
slips away while our heads are turned.

(NAPSA)—DEAR DR. MOORE:
My son thinks steel is envi-

ronmentally friendlier than
wood because it’s recyclable,
but I think wood is better
because it grows back. Who’s
right?

You’ve touched on a pet peeve
of mine—the fact
that many environ-
mental groups sup-
port the use of steel
or cement over
wood, even though
wood is the most
renewable and sus-
tainable of all the
major building ma-

terials. Wood also has the least
impact in terms of total energy
use, greenhouse gases, air and
water pollution, and solid waste.

These groups demand that
wood be certified as coming from
sustainably managed forests—
which is as it should be. In North
America alone, there are now
three independent certification
programs, all requiring third-
party audits of forestry activities
and the number of acres certified
has risen dramatically. This can
only be good for the environment.

But where’s the green steel and
concrete? Why isn’t the environ-
mental movement demanding
that these industries submit to
their own independent audits for
sustainability? Steel and concrete
are both nonrenewable, require
vast amounts of energy to manu-
facture and recycle and are major

contributors of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gas emissions.
At the very least, they should not
be given preference.

I’ve ruffled more than a few
feathers by pointing this out but it
makes sense to me that using
wood is good for the environment.
When we use wood, we create
demand in the market, which
gives landowners around the
world an incentive to plant more
trees and keep lands forested. As
an added benefit, growing forests
take carbon dioxide out of the
atmosphere, which helps to offset
emissions released through indus-
trial processes.

There are those who claim that
each time we use wood we cause a
little more forest to be lost. This
cannot possibly be true when you
consider that North Americans
consume more wood per capita
than anyone else in the world and
yet our forests cover about the
same area of land as they did 100
years ago. Does this not stand as
proof that our forests are being
renewed?

We have the tools at our disposal
to achieve real environmental
progress. As a sensible environmen-
talist, I believe that one answer is
to choose renewable, energy effi-
cient materials such as wood.

Dr. Patrick Moore has been a leader
of the environmental movement for
more than 30 years. A co-founder of
Greenpeace, he holds a PhD in ecol-
ogy and a BSc in forest biology.
Questions can be sent to Patrick@
SensibleEnvironmentalist.com.

Where’s the Green Steel?

Dr. Moore

(NAPSA)—One of the first
things you can do to establish
good credit is to get your credit
report from the three major
bureaus—Equifax, Experian and
TransUnion. These reports are
used to rate your credit score.
Check them to make sure every-
thing is accurate and no one has
used your name to open a bogus
account. If that has happened,
clean up your credit report before
applying for new accounts. The
Federal Trade Commission has
information that can help. Check
out Microsoft’s Money’s Credit
Center which offers consumers a
wealth of credit and debit related
tools, information and guidance,
as well as free credit report and
monitoring from Experian. You
can visit the site at www.money
central.msn.com/home.asp.

WLNP stands for Wireless
Local Number Portability, the
FCC rule that makes it possible
for wireless telephone users to
change their carrier but keep
their number. Don’t cancel your
service if you want to bring your
old number to a new carrier, say
the experts at Cingular Wireless.
If you do you may end up losing
your number. Your new carrier
will work with your prior carrier
to close your account. To learn
more, visit www.cingular.com/
customer_service/LNP.

***
How is education different from
experience? Education is what
you get when you read the fine
print; experience is what you
get when you don’t.

—Pete Seeger
***

***
Truth is the only safe ground to
stand upon.

—Elizabeth Cady Stanton
***

***
Never try to outstubborn a cat.

—Robert Heinlein
***

***
Nothing makes a house cozier
than cats.

—Gladys Taber
***

***
There is always room at the top.

—Daniel Webster
***




