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by Mike Antonucci
(NAPSA)—The National Educa-

tion Association and the American
Federation of Teachers are notori-
ous for throwing their weight around.
But to whose benefit? Does their
political clout really benefit students
and schools?

Public school teaching is now
one of the most secure occupations
in America. Teachers are rarely
fired for incompetence or sub-
standard work or anything short
of criminal activity. 

With the unions secure and the
members secure, the next priority
is obvious: more money. In this
endeavor, the unions have pecu-
liar allies in administrators and
school boards. 

Through their political clout
the unions can be valuable allies
in extracting additional funds
from the legislature, or lobbying
for construction bond funds. 

But school officials soon learn
that having brought more money
into the system, the unions feel it
is only right to demand a larger
slice of the pie in the form of
salaries and benefits.

Districts that pay teachers a
relatively high wage also find
that their unions begin to expand
their role into what were previ-
ously considered to be manage-
ment prerogatives. 

It is not a coincidence that
unions with the greatest involve-
ment in peer review, curriculum
development, budget oversight or
joint management, also tend to
reside in districts with the highest
teacher salaries.

Administrators and school
reformers often fail to make head-

way against unions because they
consistently strike at union
strengths. They try to hammer
away at the wall of protection the
unions have built for their members.  

The key is not to weaken what
the unions provide, but to offer
employees what the unions can’t
provide. Happy employees don’t
form unions. Workers whose
financial and intrinsic needs are
being met do not seek protection.
The unions sell protection at the
cost of liberty. Offer employees
more liberty. The unions sell their
services at the cost of involve-
ment. Offer employees more
involvement. The unions sell soli-
darity at the cost of individuality.
Offer employees more individual
input and rewards.

Mike Antonucci is director of
the Education Intelligence Agency,
which conducts public education
research, analysis and investiga-
tions. His e-mail address is Edu
cationIntel@aol.com.

Teachers Unions Offer Tax Payers Hard Lessons

School districts need to
address the needs of teachers
that unions can’t meet.

(NAPSA)—While warmer wea-
ther makes more than a few peo-
ple’s faces turn red, not all of them
are getting a sunburn. According to
a new survey, heat and sun expo-
sure top the list of factors that often
trigger rosacea, an embarrassing
but treatable facial disorder now
estimated to affect more than 14
million Americans.

Rosacea is growing especially
common as the baby boom genera-
tion enters the most susceptible
years. The condition typically
strikes at any time after age 30 as
a temporary redness on the cheeks,
nose, chin or forehead that might
be mistaken for a sunburn.

Over time the redness becomes
more persistent and severe, and
tiny blood vessels may become vis-
ible. Left untreated, bumps and
pimples often develop and, in
severe cases, the nose may become
bumpy and enlarged from excess
tissue. In some cases, the eyes are
also affected, feeling gritty and
appearing watery or bloodshot.

Fortunately, this widespread dis-
order can be effectively controlled
with medical therapy and lifestyle
changes to avoid the factors that
may aggravate the condition.

In a survey of 1,066 rosacea
patients by the National Rosacea
Society, sun exposure was the
number one trigger, cited by 81
percent of the respondents. The
other leading triggers were hot
weather, reported by 75 percent
and emotional stress, which
affected 79 percent.

“A tremendous array of every-
day activities can aggravate
rosacea in various individuals,”
said Dr. Joel Bamford, a dermatol-
ogist and associate professor of
family practice at the University
of Minnesota-Duluth. “Identifying
and avoiding the things that affect
each person is crucial to managing
this conspicuous and potentially
life-disruptive disorder.”

Other trigger factors were also
found. Wind caused flare-ups for
57 percent, while heavy exercise
was mentioned by 56 percent, and
alcohol by 52 percent. Hot baths
affected 51 percent and cold
weather was noted by 46 percent.
Spicy foods were listed by 45 per-
cent, and humidity affected 44
percent. Indoor heat and skin-care
products both were cited by 41
percent, and heated beverages
caused flare-ups for 36 percent.

The good news is that 90 per-
cent of the respondents said their
condition improved once they
began avoiding their specific trig-
ger factors. 

People who suspect they may
have this condition are urged to
see a dermatologist or other quali-
fied physician for diagnosis and
appropriate medical treatment.

For more information on
rosacea or how to avoid rosacea
triggers, write the National
Rosacea Society, 800 S. Northwest
Highway, Suite 200, Barrington,
Illinois 60010, call 1-888-NO-
BLUSH, visit www.rosacea.org or
e-mail rosaceas@aol.com.

Widespread Facial Disorder 
Soars with the Temperature

Early rosacea is sometimes
mistaken for a sunburn.

(NAPSA)—DEAR DR. MOORE:
I’m designing a new home.

Do you have any advice on
building “green”?

Building green can be interpreted
in different ways. Green as a mea-
sure of environmental friendliness
is what I’ll focus on here.

Everything we do has an impact
on the environment.
Designing your own
home, you have an
opportunity to mini-
mize your impact
through energy effi-
ciency and the use of
renewable resources.

Wood, for exam-
ple, is the only major building
material that is renewable. Wood
products also require less
energy—from extraction through
manufacturing—than concrete or
steel, use less fossil fuels to make,
produce less water and air pollu-
tion, and result in far lower emis-
sions of greenhouse gases. A
recent study comparing buildings
designed using primarily wood,
steel or concrete, found the con-
crete design required 70 percent
more energy to build and the steel
design 140 percent more energy to
build than the wood option.

Once your home is built, there
is an even greater opportunity to
save energy through efficiency
and the sources of energy used to
heat and cool the home, provide
hot water, power lights and run
appliances.

For example, wood is a better

insulator than other construction
materials—8.5 times better than
concrete and 400 times better
than steel. A wood-framed home
that is well-insulated and sealed
stays naturally warmer in winter
and cooler in summer, which
translates into reduced energy
consumption.

Install a high-efficiency fur-
nace and Energy Star air condi-
tioners and appliances, and use
compact fluorescent light bulbs
which consume less energy and
last much longer. In some parts of
the country, consumers can also
choose to buy “green” energy pro-
duced by wind, hydro, and bio-
mass (usually wood waste). The
most environmentally friendly
technology is the ground source
heat pump that uses renewable
earth energy from beneath your
home to provide heat, air condi-
tioning and hot water. 

The more consumers seek out
environmentally friendly designs,
the more available and cost-effec-
tive they’ll become. I believe a
sensible environmentalist would,
in building a new home, focus
wherever possible on the use of
wood, renewable energy and
energy efficiency.

• Dr. Patrick Moore has been a
leader of the environmental move-
ment for more than 30 years. A co-
founder and former president of
Greenpeace, he holds a Ph.D. in
ecology and a BSc in forest biol-
ogy. Questions can be sent to
Patrick@SensibleEnvironmental
ist.com. 

Dr. Moore

(NAPSA)—From June 25, 1950
to July 27, 1953, the United
States joined with the United
Nations forces in Korea to take a
stand against what was deemed a
threat to free nations worldwide.
By war’s end a million and a half
American veterans had returned
to families, homes, and jobs—and
to a country long reluctant to view
the Korean War as something to
memorialize.

The passing of five decades, as
well as recent international devel-
opments, have brought a new per-
spective to the war and its after-
math. The Korean War Veterans
Memorial honors those Americans
who answered the call, those who
worked and fought under trying
conditions of terrain and climate,
and those who gave their lives for
freedom.

Now, the veterans of the
Korean War are invited to the
Nation’s Capital to a weekend of
special events and activities to
commemorate National Korean
War Veterans Armistice Day, Sun-
day, July 27, 2003.

Starting Friday, July 25, veter-
ans can renew old acquaintances,
visit embassies of nations which
sent troops to the Korean War, see
a USO-type stage show with music

from the era, attend a wreath-lay-
ing and memorial ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery, go to
a star-studded gala at the MCI
Center, join a victory march along
Constitution Avenue and attend a
closing ceremony at the Korean
War Veterans Memorial.

Veterans and their families
planning to attend may make
hotel reservations by calling 1-
800-554-2220, ext. 102 and using
code KWV50.

Remembering The “Forgotten War”

The Korean War Veterans
Memorial in Washington, DC, will
be the scene of a ceremony to
commemorate National Korean
War Veterans Armistice Day on
the 50th anniversary of the end of
that conflict.
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(NAPSA)—Here’s news of a
sound scientific idea that could
lead to increased diagnostic
accuracy: New “4D” technology
acquires images in real time to
help physicians visualize inside
a patient, in three dimensions,
with real-time motion.  Called
fourSight™ technology, it was devel-
oped by research and development
teams at medical imaging think-
tanks. This technology, designed
by the Siemens Medical Solutions
Ultrasound Division and Siemens
Corporate Research specifically
for the Siemens SONOLINE
Antares™ ultrasound system, is
expected to be easy for medical
personnel to learn and use, with a
unique user interface and operat-
ing software that will facilitate
training. To learn more, visit
www.SiemensMedical.com. 

America has such a wealth of
destinations it almost guarantees
rewarding travel experiences. For
example, the Black Hills region of
western South Dakota (and a lit-
tle slice of Wyoming) is a place
that can exceed expectations.
Once somewhat challenging to
reach because of long distances
behind the wheel, the Black Hills
now have excellent air service at
Rapid City, making the region
accessible even for short getaway
vacations. One travel reservation
service that covers the entire
region with fly/drive packages is
said to offer some of the best val-
ues in America. Check www.Trav
elBlackHills.com or call toll-free
866-329-7566 for examples. 

***
Commit a crime and the earth
is made of glass.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
Don’t ever slam the door; you
might want to go back.

—Don Herold
***

***
News is the first rough draft of
history.

—Ben Bradlee
***




