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(NAPSA)—Homeowners can stay
safe and secure with connected home
technology. Connected home tech-
nology offers a variety of benefits,
especially when installed in a space
such as the garage, which home-
owners use almost every day. In fact,
a recent study by iControl Networks
found that 90 percent of homeown-
ers view personal and family secu-
rity as one of the most important
reasons for installing a connected
home system. If you’re looking to
integrate connected home devices
into your house, and specifically the
garage, keep these tips in mind for
added safety, security and conve-
nience.
1. As you examine potential

devices, keep an eye out for prod-
ucts that improve home accessibil-
ity and convenience. Seventy per-
cent of homeowners use the
garage as the main point of entry
to and from the house, and with
LiftMaster’s MyQ technology, they
can open, close and control their
garage door opener anytime, from
anywhere. Plus, with MyQ, home-
owners have the added conve-
nience of controlling home, garden
or garage lighting systems all
from the MyQ app, and no longer
have to worry about stepping into
an unlit house.
2.When searching for the best

connected home device, be sure to
choose one that can work with
multiple operating systems and
devices. A device that works with
both Apple and Android systems,
gives you greater flexibility when
integrating additional devices and
apps in and around your con-
nected home.
3. The garage door can often be

the heaviest moving object in the
house, and it’s very important to

make sure it operates safely. Look
for connected devices integrated
with signaling capabilities—
either visual or audio warnings—
to ensure those nearby are aware
when a garage door is closing or
opening.
4. Finally, think about apps and

devices that can help increase
your home’s security. Chances are,
you already get alerts on your
phone for a variety of reasons.
Now you can receive an alert on
that same device when the garage
door is left open. MyQ technology
sends homeowners text alerts on
the status of their garage door for
added security and peace of mind.
“You can check if your garage door
is secure anytime, from anywhere,
whether you’re at work, running
errands, or on vacation,” said
Juan Lopez, director of marketing,
Connectivity and Controls at
LiftMaster.
With these helpful tips, home-

owners can take the first steps to
making their home a safe and
secure connected home.

Learn More
For additional information on

connected home technology and
garage door openers, visit www.
LiftMaster.com.

Safety And Security In The Connected Home

Connected home technology
can help homeowners stay safe
and secure.

(NAPSA)—Historians estimate
agriculture began about 12,000
years ago—and farmers have been
struggling with risk and uncer-
tainty ever since. These days, how-
ever, they can get some help.

The Problem
According to a recent survey,

73 percent of farmers are very or
extremely concerned about man-
aging financial risk while 90 per-
cent are about commodity price
fluctuations. Two out of three
worry about yield uncertainty.

An Answer
That’s where crop insurance

comes in, but crop insurance alone
doesn’t ease the worry. Most of the

farmers surveyed said for their own
peace of mind, they want crop pro-
tection companies to partner with
them in risk management.
In response, companies such as

BASF Crop Protection bring
together the best agronomic
thinkers, practices, insights and
inputs to help growers reach their
maximum yield potential regard-
less of complications.
In fact, BASF invests $1.5

million a day globally in research
and development to help growers
reach a better crop future.

Learn More
For further facts about farms,

go to http://agproducts.basf.us.

Managing Risk Down OnThe Farm

(NAPSA)—Good news for girls
across America and around the
world: Research shows hands-on
opportunities offered by the largest
girl-led organization in the world
can provide many benefits in prac-
tically all aspects of a girl’s life.
“When girls lead, the world

succeeds. Girl Scouts is the
largest organization in the world
where girls call the shots and take
charge of their own future,”
explained Anna Maria Chávez,
CEO of Girl Scouts of the USA
(GSUSA). “By doing what they’re
interested in and choosing fun
ways to learn more, girls are
developing leadership skills that
aren’t offered by any other
extracurricular activity.”

Join the Fun
To that end, GSUSA invites all

girls to join the fun and register
for Girl Scouts at www.girl
scouts.org/join. It provides count-
less opportunities to make new
friends, try new things, and exer-
cise new skills through activities
from building robots, to partici-
pating in the Girl Scout Cookie
Program, to playing sports and
much more.

How Girls Benefit
As national studies from the

Girl Scout Research Institute
(GSRI) show, it’s not just what
girls do but how they do it that
makes scouting so beneficial. At
Girl Scouts, girls get to learn by
doing, and they do so in a girl-led
environment. This means they’re
encouraged to choose their activi-
ties, decide which topics they
want to explore, and determine
how they want to go about explor-
ing them. According to GSRI, at
least 75 percent of girls who expe-

rience this type of program
become better at conflict resolu-
tion, problem solving, team build-
ing and cooperation, and develop-
ing self-confidence. In addition,
nearly three in four Girl Scouts
become leaders in more activities
with their friends and classmates,
as well as in their community.
These learning opportunities

and experiences also help the girls
in school. They learn not to avoid
things that are hard for them, but
rather to take these challenges
head-on, practice creative problem
solving, learn from mistakes, and
grow—all skills that will help
girls succeed throughout school
and life.
Such empowering experiences

have been shown to boost girls’
social and emotional skills, as
well. Additionally, because learn-
ing by doing is best facilitated in
small environments, Girl Scouts’
3:1 adult-volunteer-to-girl ratio
gives girls the optimal way to tap
into their interests and talents,
and the opportunity to explore fun
new things including STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
mathematics), entrepreneurship

and the outdoors. GSRI reports
girls who experience learning by
doing and are part of a girl-led
program are more likely to
develop confidence, healthy rela-
tionships, critical thinking, prob-
lem-solving abilities and other
positive life skills.

Expert Opinion
“Girl Scouts helps girls gain

valuable life skills and amazing
new experiences they can’t get
anywhere else, all while having
fun and making lifelong friends,”
said GSUSA’s Chief Girl Expert
Andrea Bastiani Archibald, Ph.D.
“The hands-on and girl-led experi-
ences offered by Girl Scouts help
girls develop confidence that they
can tap into to do incredible things
at home, in their classrooms,
across the country and around the
world. At Girl Scouts, girls learn
and thrive in an environment
where they are encouraged to
speak up, offer ideas and opinions,
and try new things. And whether
they succeed or fail, they are
cheered on by others to try again!”

Volunteers Wanted
Girl Scouts is open to all girls

from kindergarten through grade
12, and anyone over the age of 18
can be a Girl Scout volunteer. Girls
can’t experience the benefits of the
organization without adult volun-
teers, and each adult who volun-
teers can make a real difference in
girls’ lives. Volunteers come from
all walks of life; they are men,
women, young professionals,
retirees, college students and
more. Both girls and adult volun-
teers can join at any time of year.

Learn More
For further facts or to join or vol-

unteer, visit www.girlscouts.org/join.

Now Is TheTime For Girls And Volunteers To Join The Fun

Girls can learn valuable life skills
and enjoy fun new experiences
by joining the world’s largest girl-
led organization.

(NAPSA)—Ethanol is making
a significant contribution to the
U.S. economy, helping to drive
down gasoline prices for consumers
and reduce carbon emissions for a
cleaner environment. Learn more
at www.enogen.net.

* * *
You can get a free copy of your

credit report by going to www.
annualcreditreport.com to help you

understand your debt obligations
and have a more complete and accu-
rate reflection of overall debt, says
Stuart K. Pratt, president and CEO
of the Consumer Data Industry
Association.

* * *
Government offices and emergency

responders should consider deploy-
ing a networked crisis communica-
tion system, such asAtHoc Connect.

***
Strong reasons make strong actions.

—William Shakespeare
***

***
The American, by nature, is optimistic. He is experimental, an
inventor and a builder who builds best when called upon to build
greatly.

—John F. Kennedy
***

***
Anger makes you smaller, while
forgiveness forces you to grow
beyond what you were.

—Cherie Carter-Scott
***

***
All the arts we practice are
apprenticeship. The big art is
our life.

—M.C. Richards
***

***
Change is the constant, the sig-
nal for rebirth, the egg of the
phoenix.

—Christina Baldwin
***

***
We all have big changes in our
lives that are more or less a sec-
ond chance.

—Harrison Ford
***

***
It’s not that some people have
willpower and some don’t. It’s
that some people are ready to
change and others are not.

—James Gordon, M.D.
***

***
People who say they sleep like
a baby usually don’t have one.

—Leo J. Burke
***




