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(NAPSA)—With its 263 hp, six-
speed transmission and four-
wheel independent suspension,
the 2008 Taurus is turning out to
be quite a performer, but it is its
rating as the safest full-size car in
America by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) that is steering many
families to the showrooms.

41 Safety Features
The all-new model is reported

to offer 41 safety features, 36 of
which are standard—including six
air bags and an innovative safety
structure. The NHTSA is the or-
ganization that assesses crash test
safety through four categories:
front driver, front passenger, side
front seat and side rear seat. It
gave the 2008 Ford Taurus the
highest crash test rating of five
stars in all four of these categories. 

The new model is also the only
vehicle that earned a “Good” rating
in all three of the Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety (IIHS)

tests. The innovative vehicle struc-
ture of the 2008 Taurus, equipped
with optional electronic stability
control, made it a unanimous “Top
Safety Pick” of the IIHS. 

Advanced Sensors For Road
Stability

When on the road, the new
model also has advanced sen-
sors—AdvanceTrac—that work
with the anti-lock braking system,
engine throttle and traction com-
ponents to constantly monitor dri-
ving input and the vehicle’s
responses. This enhances its over-
all stability on the road. 

A Monitor For Tire Pressure
The 2008 model also features a

system that helps drivers main-
tain proper tire pressure. The
Tire Pressure Monitoring System
takes away the guesswork by
alerting drivers when their tires
have lost pressure and are in
need of servicing.

To learn more about the safety
features, visit www.media.ford.com. 

Rated The Safest Full-Size Car In America

Five-Star Safety—Among the 2008 Taurus’ 41 safety features are six
passenger air bags and a Tire Pressure Monitoring System that helps
drivers maintain proper tire pressure. 

(NAPSA)—New technology does-
n’t always come in the form of an
electronic device. In the world of
agriculture, the latest and greatest
thing often comes in a seed. 

This year, innovative farmers
are planting corn technology that
has built-in insect control that
protects the roots from insects
and ultimately results in higher
yield potential.  In fact,  over
2,000 growers across the Corn
Belt are participating in an elite
trial program to plant Mon-
santo’s new YieldGard VT™ corn
hybrid technology.

Jon Soeller, who operates
Soeller View Farms in Ripon, Wis-
consin, said he is always inter-
ested in trying new technology
that will give him an edge. “You’re
better off planting new technology
that can yield more and probably
make more money in the future,”
said Soeller, whose operation also
includes corn, soybeans and some
wheat. “I thought if the new tech-
nology is better than the products
I have been planting, I wanted to
try it.”

The advanced science behind

this new corn hybrid technology
involves a precise gene-insertion
process to create stacked-trait
hybrids resulting in improved con-
sistency, even better insect control
and higher yield potential. Previ-
ously, scientists used a gene gun
that propelled a desired trait into
plant tissue using a 22-caliber
charge.

Jeff Kiddoo, who farms in

Lorimer, Iowa, said he is always
interested in new technology that
can provide improved insect pro-
tection and higher yield potential.
He said he looks forward to seeing
how new science performs this
season. “I have pretty heavy corn
rootworm pressure on my farm,
and one of the main reasons I
decided to use this new technology
was the more consistent rootworm
protection.” 

The better root protection
offered by the new corn technology
is particularly beneficial in dry
weather conditions, which make it
even more difficult for a corn
plant with damaged roots to ef-
fectively absorb limited subsoil
moisture. This past summer,
YieldGard VT plants were ob-
served to be 12 to 18 inches taller
than corn plants protected with
conventional soil insecticides in
some drought-stricken areas of
Ohio, Indiana and eastern Illinois. 

A total of 1.5 million acres have
been planted with this corn tech-
nology. Even more innovative
farmers will be planting these
corn hybrids in 2008.

Innovative Farmers Lead The Way 
With Latest Corn Technology

Jeff Chambliss is one of over
2,000 growers across the Corn
Belt using the latest corn seed
technology with better root pro-
tection, particularly beneficial in
dry weather.

(NAPSA)—The birth of a child
is sweet. For Amy and Warren
Taylor, the birth of a healthy baby
boy was especially joyous because
the fragile infant developed and
survived his mother’s treatment
for stage-three breast cancer—
including chemotherapy, blood
transfusions and a mastectomy.
His healthy birth ended months of
uncertainty as to how the cancer
treatments might affect him. 

When Amy was diagnosed, the
Taylors were overwhelmed with
information, decisions and life.
“When Amy was diagnosed, I told
four people that first night and I
was exhausted,” Warren said.

When someone you know is fac-
ing a serious health diagnosis or a
condition like breast cancer, there
are many ways you can help ease
the strain: 

1. Help out at home: Mow the
lawn, take the trash to the curb,
water the plants or collect the
mail or newspaper. Offer to fold
laundry or clean the house.

2. Help with meals: Provide
ready-to-cook meals, frozen and
portioned according to the family’s
size. Make-and-bake meal prepa-
ration stores are convenient if you
don’t like to cook. Restaurant gift
cards always come in handy. Go
grocery shopping for those family
members who remain at home—or
invite them for dinner.

3. Take care of the rest of the
family: Help the kids at home get
to school in the morning or to
their after-school activities. Pro-
vide rides for the kids or dinner
for them before their evening
activities. Offer to take them
shopping for a special birthday,
holiday or get-well gift. Walk the
dog or change the cat’s litter box.

4. Create a caring community:
That’s what Warren’s brother did
when he set up a free, personal-
ized Web site where the couple
could post regular updates to
keep people apprised of her
treatments.  The site created
through CaringBridge.org became
the conduit for engaging the Tay-
lors’ friends and family to provide
the encouragement Amy needed to
persevere. Approximately 1⁄3 of the
nonprofit’s private, personalized
sites are for individuals battling
some form of cancer. 

“When you’re fighting cancer,
you can feel like you’re in a bubble
and alone,” Amy said. “The re-
sponses, the love from people
reading my site, their prayers
kept me going and helped me real-
ize that I wasn’t isolated in this
bubble.”

5. Don’t do it alone: Coordinat-
ing daily dog duty or the kid pool
to extracurricular activities
among a group will help spread
out the responsibility and time
commitment. A group may even be

able to tackle larger projects such
as painting or landscaping that
will really touch the family.

Doctor’s Advice
“When facing a serious health

condition, people live in a slow-
motion world filled with fear, uncer-
tainty and important medical deci-
sions. They simply can’t focus
on—or may even forget about—day-
to-day activities,” said Dr. Jesse
Gruman, president of the Center
for the Advancement of Health.
“Those burdens cause action paral-
ysis. Friends and family can best
help by just doing whatever they
see that needs doing.”

Supporting family, friends and
neighbors who are facing a serious
health condition, treatment or a
prolonged illness can be incredibly
fulfilling, and your efforts will be
a welcome relief during long days. 

Learn More
You can find out more about

free, personalized Web sites for
people with a serious health con-
dition and set up a site at
www.CaringBridge.org. 

What To Do When A Friend Has Cancer

Amy Taylor cuddles her healthy son, whom she carried through her
treatment for breast cancer. Her husband Warren plays with their
older daughter. Taylor says she found much support through a
special Web site set up by Warren’s brother.

Note to Editors: While this story can be useful at any time, readers may be particularly interested during October,
which is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
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(NAPSA)—At the recent AARP
convention, the Toy Industry
Association hosted a “backyard
playground” that had seniors
playing with hula hoops, blocks,
science toys and yo-yos in an
effort to inspire intergenerational
play. For a free playbook, visit
www.playisforever.com.

**  **  **
Red, vibrant tomatoes are a

delicious way to boost your vita-
min C, vitamin A, iron and beta-
carotene. Plus, tomatoes grown in
Mexico are available during the
colder months, meaning your fam-
ily can enjoy them year-round.
For more information and recipes,
visit www.freshfrommexico.com. 

**  **  **
While many parents childproof

their homes, a survey shows that
few realize fire is a deadlier risk
to infants than poisoning or falls.
For tips on protecting baby from
fires and other home dangers, or
to download a free safety guide,
visit www.safehomesafebaby.com.

**  **  **
In terms of spending, today’s

U.S. Medicare program is the
largest single-payer health pro-
gram in the world. Total program

costs amounted to $408 billion in
2006. For more information about
Medicare’s effects on health care
choices and costs, visit www.For
HealthFreedom.org.

**  **  **
Just like your car, your home

heating system requires routine
maintenance in order to run prop-
erly. To learn more about heating
systems and routine maintenance,
visit www.luxaire.com. 

**  **  **
According to the recent Weber

Tailgating Study, 61 percent of
tailgaters who bring grills with
them opt for a charcoal grill when
prepping for the “big game.” For
tips and tailgating recipes, visit
www.weber.com/tailgating.




