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(NAPSA)—As the United States
seeks ways to become less depen-
dent on foreign oil, American farm-
ers are helping provide part of the
solution. They are growing high-fer-
mentable corn hybrids used in the
production of ethanol. 

In 2005, the ethanol industry
processed a record 13 percent of
the domestic corn crop, according
to the Renewable Fuels Associa-
tion (RFA). It is projected by
ProExporter Network that ethanol
production could account for 45
percent of U.S. corn production by
the year 2015.

One way for farmers to partici-
pate in this new market opportu-
nity is by growing Monsanto’s
Processor Preferred® High Fer-
mentable Corn hybrids. Available
in over 90 independent seed
brands, Processor Preferred hy-
brids were developed to meet both
grower and processor needs by
offering strong yield potential and
the ability to deliver 2 to 4 percent
more ethanol per bushel than con-
ventional corn.

“As a company focused solely
on agriculture, Monsanto is com-
mitted to help create new market
opportunities that help make
farmers successful,” said Phoong
Tang, Processor Preferred U.S.
Business Manager for Monsanto.
“Processor Preferred hybrids
enable farmers to realize addi-
tional profit potential by partici-
pating in the fastest-growing mar-
ket for corn—ethanol production.”

The Renewable Fuels Associa-
tion cites U.S. Department of Agri-
culture figures showing that
ethanol production adds 25 to 50
cents to the value of a bushel of
corn, or as much as $5.5 billion
over the entire corn crop. Ethanol
production is the third-largest use
of U.S. corn, utilizing a record 1.43
billion bushels of corn in 2005. 

“The U.S. ethanol industry has
responded to the challenges of the
President, the American public

and the marketplace to increase
the supply and availability of this
cleaner-burning fuel,” said RFA
President Bob Dinneen. 

The RFA says other ethanol
benefits include:

• Ethanol use is cost effective
for consumers, reducing gasoline
prices by expanding fuel supplies
and reducing fuel imports.

• Ethanol provides a tremen-
dous economic boost to the U.S.
economy. The production and use
of ethanol creates American jobs,
reduces the U.S. trade deficit and
increases state and federal tax
coffers.

• Renewable ethanol helps to
reduce harmful tailpipe emissions
and greenhouse gas emissions
that contribute to global warming.
Using ethanol can help to improve
air quality.

• Ethanol is a high-octane fuel
that provides superior engine per-
formance. With a 113 octane rat-
ing, ethanol is the highest-perfor-
mance fuel on the market and
keeps today’s high-compression
engines running smoothly.

For more information on
Processor Preferred High Fer-
mentable Corn hybrids, visit
www.monsanto.com.

Ethanol Fuels New Opportunity For American Farmers

Farmers like Todd Weller are
growing high fermentable corn
hybrids to help meet the growing
demand for ethanol.

(NAPSA)—Make the holiday
season unforgettable for family
and friends this year by giving the
gift that everyone loves—food. 

Whether it’s preparing a batch
of cookies, or even a home-cooked
meal, the most memorable gifts are
those that come from the heart. 

Homemade gifts, especially
food, offer a unique and delicious
way to personalize holiday gift
giving. Following are a few tips
for that special added touch. 

• Personalize gifts. Add a
fun flair to holiday gifts by wrap-
ping them in colored cellophane,
or boxes decorated with glitter or
copies of family photographs. 

• Make the wrapping a gift
in itself. Wrap cookies in a
reusable cookie jar, hot cocoa in a
decorative tin box, or cheese and
wine in a beautiful basket.

• Celebrate holidays long
distance. Since not everyone can
be around for the holidays, deliver
the holiday spirit through the
mail with colored bubble wrap,
tissue paper, shipping peanuts, or
festive envelopes.

• Give the gift of homemade
food. Take a moment to prepare a
gift from the heart and hand—
delicious treats that everyone will
enjoy, such as chocolate-covered
pretzels, fudge, peppermint bark,
or this delicious recipe for Swirli-

cious Chocolate-Peanut Toffee.
These are sure to create long-last-
ing smiles!

Swirlicious Chocolate-
Peanut Toffee

(Makes 40 pieces)

1 cup dry-roasted peanuts,
chopped, divided 

1 cup (2 sticks) butter 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1⁄2 cup packed brown sugar 
1 tablespoon light corn syrup 

12⁄3 cups (10-ounce package)
NESTLÉ® TOLL HOUSE®

SWIRLED™ Milk Chocolate &
Peanut Butter Morsels 

LINE 13 x 9-inch baking pan
with foil. Butter foil. Sprinkle 3⁄4
cup nuts into pan.

MELT 1 cup butter in medium,
heavy-duty saucepan over medium
heat. Stir in granulated sugar,
brown sugar and corn syrup. Bring
to a boil. Cook, stirring occasion-
ally, for 6 minutes (about 290° F on
candy thermometer). Remove from
heat. Working quickly, carefully
pour hot mixture evenly over nuts
in pan. Immediately sprinkle with
remaining nuts and morsels. Press
down lightly before morsels begin
to melt.

REFRIGERATE for about 1
hour or until set. Remove foil;
break into bite-size pieces. Store
in airtight container at room
temperature.

NOTE: Try substituting 12⁄3
cups (11-ounce package) NESTLÉ®

TOLL HOUSE® Peanut Butter &
Milk Chocolate Morsels or 13⁄4 cups
(11.5-ounce package) NESTLÉ®

TOLL HOUSE® Milk Chocolate
Morsels.

For unique and creative gift
giving ideas and recipes, visit
VeryBestBaking.com.

Deliciously Creative Gift Giving Ideas 

Homemade gifts are a delicious
way to personalize holiday gift
giving.

Game Browser
(NAPSA)—As video games con-

tinue to be red-hot (and expen-
sive) items, it’s nice to know that
there are bargains to be found
online.

One example is a next-genera-
tion online game browser and
messaging program that is com-
pletely free. Designed to help
gamers find each other online and
chat while doing so, Verizon
PlayLinc is fast becoming the pre-
ferred way to play online, thanks
to such innovative features as:

• Free voice-over IP so you can
talk with up to 32 of your friends
at the same time, anytime. 

• Integrated AOL/ICQ Instant
Messenger so you can easily find
your friends online and invite
them to play.

• Access VoIP and IM func-
tions from inside your game.

• Manage your teams and
track the members’ performances
across multiple games.

•Free Hosted Gaming Servers—
Set up your own private server and
invite only the people you want to
play with.

• Virtual Gaming Network—
Create a virtual private network
and play with your friends who
are anywhere, as if you’re on a
local area network.

To learn more, visit
https://games.verizon.com.

A new online gaming browser
enables video game players to
find and communicate with one
another.

(NAPSA)—If you’re health-,
weight- or nutrition-conscious or
looking to improve your diet while
still dining out, you may be inter-
ested in a new Web site to help you
make smart choices, even when
you don’t eat at home. The site is
www.HealthyDiningFinder.com.

Recent polls show that three
out of four Americans say they
want to dine out more healthfully.
This and other healthy lifestyle
trends have resulted in menus
becoming more diverse than ever
before—catering to many cus-
tomers’ desires for lower-fat,
lower-calorie options and more
high-fiber, fresh fruit and vegetar-
ian selections.

Now the National Restaurant
Association, representing Amer-
ica’s restaurants, and Healthy
Dining, a leader in restaurant
nutrition, are taking their com-
mitment to helping Americans
enjoy eating out, while keeping
both health and taste buds in
mind, to the next level. Together,
they are launching the new Web
site that provides diners with up-
to-date information about local
healthy-dining choices.

The new site places within
every computer user ’s reach a
wealth of information about
restaurants across the country
that offer healthy dining selec-
tions. All visitors have to do is
enter their city and state or zip
code, along with their choice of
cuisine and price range.

Looking for restaurants that
deliver or cater? You can also

search for those that do. For each
participating restaurant, Healthy
DiningFinder.com displays valu-
able nutrition information such as
fat, calories, sodium and fiber. In
some cases, ordering suggestions
are also offered, such as “Request
less cheese (1 oz.)” or “Request
less oil (1⁄2 oz.),” that save on calo-
ries and fat yet don’t compromise
taste.

All types of restaurants are
encouraged to participate, allowing
the site to become a comprehensive
information source for diners look-
ing for good food, balanced diets
and a healthy lifestyle. Visit
www.HealthyDiningFinder.com to
find out what’s being served at a
restaurant near you, and encour-
age your favorite restaurants to
participate. Remember, restau-
rants are being added every week
to this new search engine, so check
back often.

Dining Healthier Never Easier

A new Web site can help you find
delicious and nutritious restau-
rant meals.

(NAPSA)—A new report gives
voucher schools high marks for
helping to increase diversity in
classrooms. 

The study found that private
schools participating in the Mil-
waukee, Cleveland and Washing-
ton, D.C. voucher programs are
much less segregated than public
schools. In addition, the report
concluded that segregation levels
in private schools at the classroom
level are lower than those in pub-
lic schools. 

The study was released by the
Milton and Rose D. Friedman
Foundation. It follows two other
studies by the Foundation that
found private schools participat-
ing in the Cleveland and Milwau-
kee voucher programs to be 18
and 13 points less segregated than
their public school counterparts. 

“Private schools have more
potential to desegregate students
because they break down geo-
graphic barriers, drawing stu-
dents together across neighbor-
hood boundaries,” said the report’s
author, Greg Forster, Ph.D. “But
this potential for desegregation in
private schools is hindered be-
cause many students can’t afford
private school. School vouchers
overcome the monetary barrier,
enabling private schools to make
desegregation a reality.” 

The report also identified flaws
in certain studies comparing
voucher programs and cited the
importance of comparing like
grades to like grades, and not
examining unrepresentative kin-
dergarten programs. 

According to the Foundation,
three valid empirical studies have
also compared public and private
schools in general. They show that
private schools are actually less
segregated than public schools
when examined at the classroom
level, and that segregation levels
in private schools are not substan-
tially different from those in pub-
lic schools when examined at the
school level. 

“This report confirms that pri-
vate schools in voucher programs
are less segregated than public
schools,” said Robert Enlow, execu-
tive director of the Friedman Foun-
dation. “The plain truth is that the
tactics of school choice opponents
don’t hold up, particularly in light
of the evidence that strongly sug-
gests school choice can tear down
the walls of segregation.” 

For more information, visit
www.friedmanfoundation.org.

Study: School Vouchers Lead To Less Segregated Schools

One study found that school
vouchers may help desegregate
schools. 

OF EDUCATION

**
Progress comes from the intel-
ligent use of experience. 

—Elbert Hubbard
***

***
The greatest gift of life is friend-
ship and I have received it. 

—Hubert H. Humphrey
***

***
Take time to deliberate, but
when the time for action arrives,
stop thinking and go in. 

—Andrew Jackson
***

***
For fast-acting relief, try slow-
ing down.

—Lily Tomlin
***




