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(NAPSA)—Shriners Hospitals
for Children is taking strides to
promote awareness of conditions
of the bones, joints and muscles,
with a focus on osteogenesis
imperfecta (OI), a genetic disorder
also called brittle bone disease. 

Working together with organi-
zations such as the Pediatric
Orthopaedic Society of North
America and the Osteogenesis
Imperfecta Foundation, the
Shriners Hospitals network is
helping to promote the U.S. Bone
and Joint Decade (USBJD) 2002-
2011. Each hospital is involved in
getting the word out about OI and
the USBJD through activities,
speakers and literature.

OI is characterized by bones
that break easily, and often from
little or no apparent cause. A per-
son can break a leg while rolling
over in their sleep, or break a rib
while coughing. Some children are
even born with multiple bone
breaks. In the United States,
there are between 20,000 and
50,000 people affected with OI.

Shriners Hospitals have been
treating children with OI since
the 1940s, and conducting re-
search since the ’60s. In recent
years, developments in Shriners’
OI research have allowed chil-
dren, as well as adults with the
disease, a chance at a better qual-
ity of life. The Shriners Hospitals
network of 22 pediatric medical
facilities includes eight hospitals
specifically designated as OI cen-
ters for children.

At the Montreal Shriners Hos-
pital, for instance, a study discov-
ered that OI patients treated with
an oral drug called Alendronate
had a decrease in fractures and
bone pain. At the same time, they
had an increase in bone mass,
making it easier to move around.
Discoveries like these provide
hope for many, including members
of the Osteogenesis Imperfecta
Foundation, which is made up of
children and adults with OI and
parents of children with OI.

“The quality of care at Shriners
Hospitals for patients with OI is
unprecedented,” said Heller An
Shapiro, executive director of the

Osteogenesis Imperfecta Founda-
tion. “We refer many patients to
Shriners Hospitals, and they, in
turn, provide us with valuable
information about OI.”

The USBJD is a campaign
aimed at raising awareness, seek-
ing new treatments and educating
the public on conditions of the
bones, joints and muscles. Since
its inception, Shriners Hospitals
has been at the forefront of under-
standing musculoskeletal prob-
lems associated with childhood
injuries and conditions. In 2002
alone, Shriners admitted more
than 22,000 children for ortho-
paedic care. 

Since the first Shriners Hospital
opened in 1922, more than 700,000
children with orthopaedic problems
and burn injuries have received
some of the best medical care in the
world. Shriners Hospitals provide
care totally without charge to chil-
dren up to their 18th birthday. The
Shrine of North America, an inter-
national fraternity with approxi-
mately 485,000 members in the
U.S., Canada, Mexico and the
Republic of Panama, founded the
hospital system.

If you know a child Shriners
Hospitals might be able to help,
call 1-800-237-5055 in the U.S.; 1-
800-361-7256 in Canada; or visit
www.shrinershq.org.

Shriners Hospitals Focus On Genetic Disease
As Part of U.S. Bone And Joint Decade

Shriners Hospitals offers special-
ized treatment for children with
bone, joint and muscle conditions.

Silent Night
(NAPSA)—One of the most

remarkable events of World War I
occurred on Christmas Eve when
enemy soldiers laid down their
arms in the middle of the war to
celebrate Christmas.

In an unprecedented display of
the holiday spirit, Germans placed
candlelit trees on trenches and

soldiers on both
sides, ignoring
orders to con-
tinue shooting,
climbed up out of
the trenches to
meet in “No
Man’s Land,” a
deadly place only
hours before.
Sharing food and

drinks together, they sang famil-
iar carols, and for a brief moment
in time, forgot the horrors of war.

Author Stanley Weintraub re-
counts this inspirational true story
in Silent Night (Plume, $14), a
book described by The Baltimore
Sun as “beautiful, brutal and
deeply moving.”

In his narrative, Weintraub uses
the recollections of the men who
were there, as well as their letters
and diaries, to illuminate the frag-
ile truce and bring to life this extra-
ordinary event.

Silent Night would make an
ideal gift for family or friends or
the serviceperson far from home
during the holidays. Soldiers
working to make the dream of
“peace on Earth” a reality in the
midst of a tragic war is a most
compelling Christmas story.

Silent Night is available where
paperbacks are sold.

(NAPSA)—America’s farmers
are revving up their combines in
preparation for an anticipated
high-yielding harvest thanks to
new corn technologies. One prod-
uct protects corn roots from dam-
aging rootworm larvae that feed
on corn roots. Larvae root damage
impairs the important corn root
system, which is responsible for
providing essential nutrients and
water to the plant. According to
the USDA, the corn rootworm pest
costs farmers $1 billion annually,
earning it the nickname, “the bil-
lion-dollar bug.”

Called YieldGard Rootworm
Corn, its new and convenient
technology is available to combat
this costly pest. The new seed con-
tains a protein from Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt), a common soil
microbe that specifically targets
corn rootworm larvae by destroy-
ing the pest when it feeds on the
roots and before it can cause root
damage, allowing the corn plant
to naturally protect its roots.

Since its approval in Spring
2003, the product has shown
tremendous first-season results,
especially when compared to corn
treated with soil-applied insecti-
cides. YieldGard Rootworm Corn
has proven itself to effectively pro-
tect its roots from rootworm lar-
vae by providing protection that is
built into the seed, giving growers
consistent all-season protection
from this costly pest.

“In tests conducted during the
past four years over varying
weather conditions and insect
pressure levels, the leading soil-
applied insecticide was found to
have a 70 percent performance
consistency,” reports Todd De-
Gooyer, Technical Corn Manager.
“That means that 30 percent of
the root structure was damaged.
With YieldGard Rootworm Corn,
the consistency value increases to
94 percent protection.” 

This built-in defense protects
the root mass for better uptake of
water and essential nutrients that
lead to stronger corn that does not
fall over, making harvest easier.
Growers who have taken advan-
tage of this new technology already
are experiencing the benefits. The
proof for them is in the roots.

Steve Leesman, a grower from
Hartsburg, Ill. says, “I have been
pleased with YieldGard so far this

season. When we pulled up the
plants to look for root damage, I
could tell a difference in the roots.
Roots were larger, longer and
white—healthy looking, while the
non-genetic showed signs of root-
worm feeding.”

This translates into a higher
yield potential for growers. In
fact, 11 field trials in 2001 and an
additional 13 trials in 2002 with
economic rootworm pressure show
YieldGard Rootworm Corn ex-
hibits greater than 12 bushels
more per acre than the leading
soil-applied insecticides.

“As growers climb into their
combines for harvest, YieldGard
Rootworm Corn will raise the bar
for the level of corn rootworm pro-
tection growers will expect from
an insecticide or Bt protection,”
says DeGooyer.

The hybrids have special mar-
keting considerations and can be
identified by the Market Choices
symbol. YieldGard Rootworm
Corn is approved for use in the
United States, Canada and Japan,
but is not yet approved in Europe.
Many grain handlers are accept-
ing these hybrids, while others
are not. YieldGard Rootworm
Corn grain can be fed on-farm or
sold for feed use. Growers should
talk to their grain handlers before
planting and again before harvest
to find markets that do not ship
grain or processed products to
Europe. Or, call 1-800-SELL-
CORN or visit “Know Before You
Grow” at www.NCGA.com for
more details on available markets.

For more information on grain-
market options, go to the Ameri-
can Seed Trade Association’s Web
site at www.amseed.org or call a
seed supplier.

Corn Expected To Be Bumper Crop

YieldGard (shown on right) vs.
non-Bt root comparisons show
the story. Roots with “built-in”
defense against rootworm pest
m ay  h e l p  s av e  g row e rs ’
investment.

(NAPSA)—A new lip gloss can
make you feel as good as you
look. Kristi Fuhrman, makeup
and hair key for MTV helped
Sally Beauty Supply formulate
Savvy Hope Lip Gloss, creating it
to look great on all  women,
regardless of age or coloring.
There’s a hint of mango flavor in
the shimmery soft pink gloss
that lights up lips with shine and
color. It can light up spirits too
because Sally donates 10 percent
of each purchase to City of Hope
for breast cancer research. To
find a Sally store nearby, call 1-
800-ASK-SALLY or go to
www.sallybeauty.com.

A recent Gallup survey re-
vealed that only 55 percent of
dogs in the United States are on
any kind of heartworm preventa-
tive, down from 66 percent in
1998. Heartworm products can
only be effective when they are
administered on time. Missed
doses seriously compromise the

ability of the products to control
heartworm, but a recent ground-
breaking advancement in pre-
vention—the ProHeart 6 injec-
tion—provides six months of
continuous heartworm protec-
tion. This time-release preventa-
tive virtually eliminates con-
cerns about administering
heartworm protective products
as recommended. To obtain addi-
tional information on ProHeart
6, including a copy of the product
labeling, contact your veterinar-
ian or call 1-800-772-5040.

***
The greatest inspiration is a
challenge to attempt the impos-
sible.

—Albert Michelson
***

***
Goodwill is the mightiest prac-
tical force in the universe.

—Charles F. Dole
***

***
Habit is either the best of ser-
vants or the worst of masters.

—Nathaniel Emmons
***

***
Facts do not cease to exist
because they are ignored.

—Aldous Huxley
***

***
I have wandered all my life, and I have traveled; the difference
between the two is this: we wander for distraction, but we travel
for fulfillment.

—Hilaire Belloc
***

***
To get to know a country, you must have direct contact with the
earth. It’s futile to gaze at the world through a car window.

—Albert Einstein
***

***
If all difficulties were known at the outset of a long journey, most
of us would never start out at all.

—William F. Buckley
***




