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(NAPSA)—Life in the country
can be really good when the right
equipment is available to main-
tain the extra property. And
thanks to the versatility and func-
tionality of today’s utility vehicles,
rural homeowners are getting out-
door chores done faster, and let-
ting the good times roll.

Kirby Williams, who has a 136-
acre hay operation near Powhatan,
Va., uses his two John Deere
Gator™ HPX utility vehicles to run
errands on the farm and to hunt.

“I get just as much enjoyment
out of them running around as
using them for work,” says
Williams. “When I go hunting, I
can put a dog box on my Gator
and carry them where pickups
can’t go.”

Williams grew up with outdoor
equipment and knew how to use
it. But for homeowners new to the
utility vehicle scene, here are
some things to consider before
making a purchase. 

What Do You Want
To Accomplish?

• Tasks—how you will use the
vehicle

• Size—Tight on space? A com-
pact utility vehicle can fit under a
deck or inside a garage

• Weight—If your cargo is
paving stones and deck materials,
you need something that can haul
at least 500 pounds

• Four-wheel drive—This is a
must if you plan to operate fre-
quently in mud and rough terrain

Basic Vehicle 
Attributes

Since John Deere created the
utility vehicle segment more than
15 years ago, the market has
exploded with products and man-
ufacturers. Narrow your options
by considering the following:

• Power and torque—Make

sure the vehicle has the power
you need. Otherwise you may
overuse it,  risking expensive
repair and downtime. Use the
base model of the vehicle as the
starting point of your decision-
making process.

• Service points—Look for easy
accessibility to service points

Most service points on Gator
utility vehicles can be found under
the cargo box

• Cargo box—Make sure it
offers adequate capacity, solid con-
struction and a lower load height
for easier loading and unloading

• Terrain capability—Look for
adequate ground clearance, good
power, proper tires and true four-
wheel drive if necessary

• Durability and reliability—
Examine the vehicle frame con-
struction for a strong core 

• Creature comforts—Bucket
seats, operator space, ergonomic
controls and 12-volt outlets en-
hance operator comfort

At 6 feet, 2 inches tall, Kevin
Koch of Charlotte Court House,
Va., appreciates the legroom in his
John Deere Gator HPX 4x4 Diesel
utility vehicle.

“It’s really comfortable, which
is important when you spend a lot
of time on your vehicle,” says
Koch, adding that he switched
from a competitive model in part
because the competitor’s equip-
ment didn’t fit his large frame.

Attachments And 
Accessories 

More than 100 attachments
and accessories make utility vehi-
cles among the most versatile
machines on the market:

• Front and rear receiver
hitches—Push or pull anytime,
anywhere

• Power lift kit for cargo box—
Provides convenient unloading of
material

• 25- and 40-gallon sprayers—
Allows for consistent water or
chemical applications

• Bed liners—Minimizes wear
and tear of cargo box

• Blades—Efficiently moves
dirt or snow

• Utility carts—Haul more
with fewer trips

• Winch—Pull and lift heavy
objects efficiently and safely

• Light kit—More visibility for
early and late operation

• Full cab enclosures—Opera-
tor comfort in all seasons 

Dealer Support
A dealer can make or break

your ownership experience: 
• Talk to your dealer—Find out

what services are provided, includ-
ing parts availability, financing,
warranties and maintenance 

• Test drive—Try different
vehicles, so you don’t invest in the
wrong machine 

• Ask about service—Get a
machine that’s rugged and de-
pendable, but also find a reliable
dealer who can deliver quick and
thorough service when those situ-
ations arise.

Equipment Ownership 101: Utility Vehicles Divide And Conquer Tasks

Many of today’s large property
owners are new to the country,
which means it’s even more
important to research the equip-
ment, manufacturers and dealers
before buying.

�
Note to Editor: This is the seventh installment in an ongoing series that provides helpful tips and advice to rural homeown-
ers who are first-time equipment buyers.

(NAPSA)—A beautiful diamond
engagement ring or a journey dia-
mond necklace can be an exhila-
rating gift to receive, but what
many people don’t realize is that
every diamond purchased helps
millions of people around the
world. 

In Africa, where 65 percent of
the world’s diamonds are pro-
duced, the trade contributes more
than $8.4 billion a year to various
economies while simultaneously
helping fund educational initia-
tives, health care programs and
the building of roadways. In fact,
diamonds are considered the back-
bone of the Namibian, Botswanan
and South African economies.

As President Festus Mogae of
Botswana said, “For our people,
every diamond purchase repre-
sents food on the table; better liv-
ing conditions, better health care,
safe drinking water, more roads to
connect our remote communities
and much more.”

Revenues from diamonds help
fund the construction of hospitals,
medical centers and hospices,
ensuring that more than 5 million
people have access to appropriate
health care. Diamond revenue is
also being used to help combat the
HIV/AIDS pandemic.

In Botswana, where the dis-
ease has ravaged the population,
officials have witnessed a decline,
which may be in part due to dia-

mond-funded programs. For ex-
ample, Debswana, the diamond
mining company in Botswana,
was the first mining company in
the world to offer free anti-retrovi-
ral treatment to HIV-positive
employees and their spouses.

In addition to the great contri-
bution to their economies and
their health care systems, many
African nations use the revenue
from the sale of their diamonds to
create roads. For example, before
diamonds were discovered in
Botswana, there were only three
miles of paved roads, now there
are more than 4,000 miles.

To learn more about how your
diamond purchases can benefit
people in southern Africa, visit
www.diamondfacts.org.

Diamond Dreams: Africa’s Rarest Treasure

In some African countries, dia-
mond sales are the backbone of
the economy.

(NAPSA)—Despite fluctuating
gas prices and sluggish home
sales, an estimated 70 percent of
consumers plan to do just as much
online shopping as they did last
year. There’s one major difference
this time around: Many of these
consumers are now saving money
and earning cash back, while con-
tinuing to shop with their favorite
merchants. 

By registering with ShopAt
Home.com, the largest discount
shopping Web site, consumers can
save with any of the site’s affili-
ated big-name retailers such as
Target, Saks Fifth Avenue, eToys
and The Sharper Image.

When shopping for the perfect
holiday, birthday or anniversary
gift, the savings add up fast.
Shoppers who visit ShopAt
Home.com receive cash back four
times a year, exclusive money-sav-
ing specials and access to compar-
ison shopping at more than 1,500
leading retailers. Plus, the site
features a sophisticated and unob-
trusive toolbar that automatically
alerts shoppers to coupons and
rebates from merchants you
already shop with.

Never Miss A Sale
Shoppers can now receive

instant notification of special sav-
ings as they browse the Internet
for products. The ShopAtHome.
com toolbar installs easily and

unobtrusively and delivers instant
updates about special offers, cash
back and coupons as shoppers surf
the Internet. 

Bijal Choksi, a frequent Inter-
net shopper, encourages anyone
interested in saving money online
to use a discount shopping site
such as ShopAtHome.com.

“The savings started adding
up the first time I used it. If
you’re going to be buying from a
particular store anyway, why
wouldn’t you want to get dis-
counts and money back? I love
sharing this secret with my
friends and family.”

For more information, visit
www.ShopAtHome.com.

Discount Shopping With Valuable Rewards

Through the leading discount
shopping site, consumers can
get special offers, coupons and
cash back.

(NAPSA)—For long road trips,
kids and parents can battle the
“backseat blues” with portable
video games based on popular
Disney Channel and film proper-
ties. For more information, visit
www.bvg.com.

**  **  **
Experts say pseudoephedrine

(PSE) is one of the best ingredi-
ents available to treat cold symp-
toms. It can be found in Aleve
Cold and Sinus and Aleve Sinus
and Headache. For more informa-
tion, see www.alevecoldand
sinus.com.

**  **  **
Three of the world’s foremost

experts in the field of business
referrals, Ivan Misner, Ph.D.,
Mike Macedonio and Mike Garri-
son, have combined their own pro-
fessional experiences and wisdom
in the new book “Truth or Delu-
sion: Busting Networking’s
Biggest Myths” (Nelson Business,
$19.99) to give readers action
steps they can follow to incorpo-
rate effective networking tactics
into their own business strategies. 

**  **  **
Technology such as GM’s Oil-

Life System can monitor a vehi-
cle’s performance. It was designed
to determine when it’s time for oil
changes and maintenance. To
learn more, visit www.good
wrench.com.

**  **  **
The Cancer Survival Toolbox®

is a free audio program with 10
modules that cover basic skills
and topics. To order the Toolbox,
call the National Coalition for
Cancer Survivorship at (877)
TOOLS-4-U. You can also read,
listen, or download MP3 files of
the modules online at www.can
cersurvivaltoolbox.org.

**  **  **
NCB’s Community Association

Loan Program has provided inno-
vative f inancing products to
meet the needs of community
associations since 1995. For more
information, call Karyn Mann at
(800) 766-2622 or email her at
kmann@ncb.coop.

**  **  **
If you love looking at and

savoring flowers, the island of
Martinique blooms with possibili-
ties. Known as one of the most
beautiful islands of the Caribbean,
Martinique has a warm climate
that’s ideal for tropical plants and
blossoms. For more information
about vacationing in Martinique,
visit www.martinique.org.

**  **  **
According to Paul Hogan,

founder and CEO of Home
Instead Senior Care, caregiving is
an employment option that’s ide-
ally suited to the mature worker.
For more information, visit
www.homeinstead.com/jobs.

**  **  **
Too much slow-moving mucus

can trigger coughs, sore throats, a
husky voice and bad breath.
When this happens, it’s time to
break up the mucus and move it
out of the lungs. For more infor-
mation about kids and mucus,
visit www.mucinex.com.

***
Reality is merely an illusion,
albeit a very persistent one. 

—Albert Einstein
***

***
Sprinkle joy. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
Our greatest glory consists not
in never falling, but in rising
every time we fall. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
All life is an experiment. The
more experiments you make the
better. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
Argue for your limitations, and
sure enough, they’re yours. 

—Richard Bach
***


