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(NAPSA)—Think red for Valen-
tine’s Day—as in red gemstones.
They’re hot, sexy, confident, pas-
sionate...and never boring. Each
red gem has its own personality—
and it radiates from every facet.

If you are shopping for a red
gemstone for Valentine’s Day, there
are several intriguing choices
available—and one is bound to be
right for you. Colored stone experts
at the Gemological Institute of
America (GIA), the world’s fore-
most authority in gemology, pro-
vide the following insightful
glimpses into four of the most pop-
ular red gemstone choices:

Ruby: King of Red Gemstones
Mined in exotic locales around

the world—including Myanmar,
Madagascar, East Africa, and Sri
Lanka—the ruby is the undis-
puted king of red gems. Ruby
offers a distinctive range of red
hues that vary from light (pink-
ish) to dark, velvety reds, and hits
a brighter red in between. And,
ruby is very hard—second only to
diamond in hardness (resistance
to scratching).

What’s the best ruby shade?
It’s the one that speaks to you, as
the potential wearer of this
appealing gem. View the spectrum
of red hues, and see which one
best fits you. Keep in mind that
vivid rubies are considered the
highest quality, but they are rare
and will thus be more expensive.

Spinel: The Great Pretender
GIA’s colored-stone experts

point out that quite a few
famous “rubies” in royal jewels
throughout the world are actu-
ally spinels—some even reside in
the British Crown Jewels. Spinel
has been mistaken for ruby for
centuries.

Now that it has come into its
own, spinel fans love its brilliance
and hardness. They are also capti-
vated by its rich reds, although
the gem appears in a spectrum of
other colors. Spinel is a durable
gem that is affordable but also
uncommon. It’s mined in Myan-
mar, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Tajik-
istan (part of the former Soviet
Union) and Vietnam.

Garnet: The Popular Gem
Although garnets appear in

many colors, red is the most
admired. It’s also plentiful and

affordable. Garnet is very durable,
so it’s ideal for daily wear.

Three of the most common red
garnets are almandine, rhodolite,
and pyrope. Almandine garnet is a
medium-red color. Rhodolite is
found in red with purple or rasp-
berry overtones. Pyrope, from the
Greek word pyropus meaning
“fiery-eyed,” is the darkest red
garnet. The finest specimens have
a glowing red color. Garnets are
mined in East Africa, India and
Sri Lanka.

Tourmaline: 
A Colorful Character

This colorful gemstone occurs
in more colors and color combina-
tions than any other gemstone
variety, according to GIA. In the
tourmaline family, a red gem-
stone is referred to as a rubellite.
Widely available, rubellites also
come in larger sizes, making
them a favorite choice for con-
temporary jewelry. Important
sources of rubellite are Brazil
and Nigeria.

When shopping for gemstones,
it’s advisable to go to a jeweler who
has credentials from GIA, such as
a Graduate Gemologist (G.G.) or
Accredited Jewelry Professional
(A.J.P.). GIA also offers identifica-
tion reports on gemstones, includ-
ing those discussed here, to verify
their authenticity. For more infor-
mation, visit www.gia.edu, or call
800-421-7250.

Red Gems Are Hot For Valentine’s Day

This ring features a 2.86-ct ruby
flanked by two triangular cut
diamonds.
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(NAPSA)—The rewards of
working in special education begin
with financial assistance to acquire
a special education degree and
include being qualified for jobs that
are highly in demand.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics projects that more than
150,000 new special education
teachers will be needed through
the year 2010.

To help fill these positions,
U.S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education Pro-
grams (OSEP) offers financial
assistance through educational
grants. 

The grants pay for course
work leading to a degree and/or
licensure in a particular special
education or related services
program area.

To qualify,  students must
commit to teach or practice in
the occupation for which they
become licensed. Students must
commit to two years of service
for every year of full-time study
in which the student received
the financial assistance.

The OSEP funds numerous
undergraduate and graduate pro-
grams for careers that include:

• Special education classroom
teacher.

• Adapted physical education
teacher

• Educational audiologist
• Educational diagnostician
• Interpreter for the deaf and

hard of hearing
• Occupational therapist and

assistant
• Paraprofessional
• P h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  a n d

assistant
• Recreational therapist
• Rehabilitation counselor
• School counselor
• School nurse
• School psychologist
• School social worker

• Speech-language patholo-
gist and assistant

To access the funds, contact
the National Clearinghouse for
Professions in Special Education
(NCPSE) for a list of colleges
and universities in your state
offering OSEP programs or a list
of nationwide programs that pre-
pare students to teach in specific
disability areas.

Then contact the college or uni-
versity you are interested in and
confirm financial assistance in the
program funded at that institution.

You must qualify for admission
to the program under regular
admission standards, then contact
the program director to receive
grant application information spe-
cific to that OSEP program.

The NCPSE provides informa-
tion regarding the status of pro-
fessions in special education and
related services. It also offers
technical assistance to colleges
and universities seeking to attract
prospective special education pro-
fessionals and individuals making
mid-career changes.

For more information, visit
www.special-ed-careers.net or
call 1-800-641-7824.

Special Education Offers Special Opportunities

Not sure what to get your
degree in? Demand for special
education teachers is rising.

(NAPSA)—One way for home-
owners to protect their homes—is
to discourage microbes such as
bacteria and mold. Some home
products—including paint, floor-
ing, tubs, sinks, caulk, grout, and
more—are available with built-in
Microban® antimicrobial protec-
tion. Microban protection inhibits
the growth of stain- and odor-
causing bacteria, mold and
mildew. For more information,
visit www.microban.com. 

With the passage of the Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001, the pre-tax
contribution limits have increased.
In 2003, individuals can contribute
up to $12,000 of pre-tax salary to
their 401(k). For those over 50, the
IRS allows an additional “catch-up”
contribution of $2,000, say the
experts at ING. For more informa-
tion about what a 401(k) means in
your retirement plan, and informa-
tion about diversification, visit the
ING Web site at www.ing-usa.com.

Many Americans are realizing
how easy digital cameras are to
use, say the experts at Wal-Mart’s
online Photo Center. Digital pho-
tos and online photo albums can
be a great way to easily and inex-
pensively share captured memo-

ries with loved ones. Whether
searching for digital cameras, tips
on use, ideas on sharing photos,
ordering prints, or creating unique
gifts online, shoppers can visit
www.walmart.com.

According to Dr. Eugene
Habecker, president of the Ameri-
can Bible Society, the Scriptures
can be a source of solace when
people are confronted with news of
terror and rumors of war. To help
provide this solace, the society’s
Reaching the Soul of America pro-
gram will include televised public
service airings illustrating how
the Scriptures can affect lives and
offer an alternative to troubled
young people. For more informa-
tion, visit www.americanbible.org.

KIND News at www.kindnews.org.
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) at www.osha.gov.
VersaTube® Building System at www.versatube.com. 
The Humane Society of the Unites States (HSUS) at www.hsus.org. 
Adecco at www.usadecco.com.
La-Z-Boy at www.lazboy.com.
Travelers Advantage  at www.travelersadvantage.com.
To learn about the Free Willy 10th Anniversary Special Edition, visit
www.whvdirect.com.
The Urban Wildlife Sanctuary Program at www.hsus.org. 
The Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) at
www.siia.net.
GM Goodwrench at www.Goodwrench.com.
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. at www.thehartford.com.
The Arthritis Foundation at  www.arthritis.org.
Autodesk’s Piracy Prevention at www.autodesk.com/piracy.
Sweeping Log at www.chimneysweeping.com. 
Powder coating information at  www.powdercoating.org.
HealthCareCoach.com at www.healthcarecoach.com.
Gladware storage containers at www.glad.com.
To learn more about clinical trials visit www.clinicaltrials.gov. To find
out some of the drugs developed through trials, visit www.pfizer.com. 

Check Out
These Web Sites:

Paul Miller of Alta Loma, Cali-
fornia, grew the largest mustache
ever grown in the U.S. It mea-
sured eight feet by March 1993.

The rounded shape of Sugar
Loaf Mountain in Brazil is the
result of hundreds of millions of
years of erosion.




