Consumer Corner

Tips For Purchasmg Estate Jewelry

(NAPSA)—If your pulse quick-
ens at the sight of an antique
Victorian-era cameo, if an Art
Nouveau pastel enamel and pearl
pendant piques your nostalgic inter-
est, or if a retro 14-karat gold
bracelet seems irresistible, then
you're part of the increasing num-
ber of those buying estate jewelry.
From the bold geometric shapes of
Art Deco to the lacy romanticism of
the Edwardian style, estate jewelry
offers a wide array of choices for the
discerning collector. For those inter-
ested in uncommon designs and
materials (and the occasional “good
deal”), buying jewelry second-hand
can be a rewarding experience—
especially for the informed shopper.

The public’s interest in estate
jewelry has grown steadily over
the last few decades, translating
into increased sales at auctions
and retail jewelry stores nation-
wide, according to professionals
in this industry. Television pro-
grams dedicated to antiques and
collectibles have further helped
to fuel interest in estate jewelry.

By definition, estate jewelry is
a term used loosely to mean any
previously owned jewelry. The
most sought after estate jewelry
typically features fine workman-
ship and high quality stones, as
well as one-of-a-kind pieces. To be
dubbed “antique,” a piece must be
more than 100 years old.

“Because there is a limited
supply and it’s usually irreplace-
able, (high-end) estate jewelry is
often called the ‘caviar of the
jewelry business,” said Michael
Kazanjian, chairman of Kazan-
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Interest in estate jewelry has
increased. This art deco Cartier
jabot brooch from the 1930’s
features carved mogul emeralds,
rubies, and sapphires set in
platinum with diamonds.

jian Bros. Inc., a Beverly Hills,
Calif. firm specializing in high-
end estate jewelry. “These days,
the public is more sophisticated
about quality jewelry, and they

want original pieces,” said
Kazanjian.
Elise Misiorowski, G.G., mu-

seum director for the Gemologi-
cal Institute of America (GIA) in
Carlsbad, Calif., said the profile
of estate jewelry has grown as
auctions became more popular.
Through her research activities
and book acquisitions in a previ-
ous position at the GIA Research

Library, Misiorowski became
widely known as an expert on
estate jewelry.

When purchasing estate jew-
elry, Misiorowski advises checking
for dents, deep scratches, or miss-
ing stones. This examination can
be done with the naked eye, or by
using a jeweler’s loupe (a 10-
power magnifier), which can be
purchased inexpensively. If you're
not that much of a “do-it-your-
selfer,” Misiorowski suggests find-
ing a trained gemologist to exam-
ine the piece for you.

Misiorowski also recommends
looking for evidence of repairs,
such as unlikely solder joints. Be
sure to ask for a receipt that
includes a written description of
the piece—including materials
and approximate age. This is
important, especially when get-
ting an appraisal for insurance
purposes. Finally, if a piece con-
tains diamonds or gemstones, ask
for an accompanying grading or
identification report issued by an
independent laboratory, such as
the GIA Gem Trade Laboratory.

“Being armed with knowledge
will definitely help you make bet-
ter buying decisions,” said
Misiorowski.

Whether one appreciates es-
tate jewelry for the fine work-
manship, vintage styles, or good
deals, it’s wise to be educated
before buying. For those looking
to become even more savvy estate
jewelry buyers, training in gems
and gemology is available. Call
GIA at 800-421-7250, ext. 4001,
or go to www.gia.eduw/education.





