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(NAPSA)—America’s public
schools are bloated with bureau-
cracy and skinny on results. To
curb that trend, a new report has
proposed a strict diet: Focus on
students, empower their parents,
and reward great teachers.
Since 1950, the number of pub-

lic school non-teaching positions
has soared 702 percent nation-
wide while the student population
increased 96 percent, according to
“The School Staffing Surge:
Decades of Employment Growth
in America’s Public Schools.” That
report, from the Friedman Foun-
dation for Educational Choice,
shows teachers’ numbers also
increased—252 percent—but still
far short of administrators and
non-teaching personnel.
Academic outcomes, however,

have not experienced similar
growth. Public high school gradu-
ation rates peaked around 1970,
and government data show read-
ing scores on the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) fell slightly between 1992
and 2008. Math scores on the
NAEP long-term trend were stag-
nant during the same period.
“It really is a travesty when you

consider the billions spent on hir-
ing and how little we have to show
for it,” said Robert Enlow, presi-
dent and CEO of the Friedman
Foundation. “If non-teaching per-
sonnel grew at the rate of students,
each teacher could be given a
$7,500 raise, every child in poverty
could get a $1,700 private school
scholarship, or taxpayers could see
some much-needed savings.”
In total, had non-teaching per-

sonnel increased at the same rate
as students, American public
schools would have an additional
$24.3 billion annually, according
to the Friedman report.

Notably, that hiring trend has
been just as prominent over the
past two decades. From 1992 to
2009, students’ numbers increased
17 percent whereas administrators
and other non-teaching staff rose
46 percent. And during that time,
some states actually lost students
yet kept hiring more non-teachers.
For instance, in Hawaii, student

enrollment in public schools jumped
about 3 percent, while non-teaching
personnel grew almost 69 percent.
In the District of Columbia, the stu-
dent population declined some 15
percent while non-teaching person-
nel increased 42 percent.
The study also debunks the

claim that students today are
“harder to teach” than those from
previous generations, which some
use to defend the decades-long
staffing increases.
The Friedman Foundation con-

tends that if all Americans were
able to access schools of choice,
such as private or charter schools,
greater efficiency and productivity
could be achieved as parents
choose less-bloated schools where
their children’s funding can go the
furthest.
To learn more, visit www.

edchoice.org.

Public Schools Burdened By Bureaucrats

Education reformers contend that
public schools spend too much
on non-teaching personnel.

(NAPSA)—Wouldn’t it be great
if the things you do for fun as a
kid could lead to a career? Turn-
ing your passion into a profession
would be a dream job. It actually
would not be work at all.
Children dream of playing

sports and becoming professional
athletes. It can happen, but the
chances are small. However, fash-
ioning a career from personal
style has many options. Nearly
every child has a favorite shirt or
outfit that they like to wear. Kids
instantly know what clothes and
accessories they like and what
they don’t like. The fundamental
fashion sense and individual style
that they possess make them
unique. That instinct just may be
a talent that can be explored as it
develops naturally.

From science experiments and
art supplies to construction sets
and model building, activity kits
for kids are becoming a great way
to discover just how involved a
child wants to be in a certain field.
Some manufacturers, like Fashion
Angels Enterprises, one of the
world’s fastest-growing toy compa-
nies, offer more and more ad-
vanced items that slowly cultivate
and inspire a possible dream
career. Young people with a flair
for fashion can get inspiration
from Fashion Angels’ collection of
clever kits.
Fashion Angels, founded by for-

mer designers and fashion retail
chain store owners, has the exper-
tise to encourage interest through
fun products.
It’s not expensive just to try it

and even if a child gets really
involved with elaborate kits, the
cost is still minor, considering the
hours, weeks and months of con-
tinued interest. Parents can
watch to evaluate how engaged
the child becomes. Some products
start for ages as young as four and
continue to get more advanced for

teens and young adults to use.
Some Fashion Angels kits are
introductory stickers and drawing
or sketching with stencils, while
more advanced kits start using
cardboard dolls with fabric, acces-
sory patterns, gems and other
trimmings to make “gotta-have-it”
clothing collections. There are also
stationery kits and activity books
that arm budding designers with
proper fashion sketch sheets, pen-
cils and design guides so they can
create their own dream wardrobes
and even explore the realm of
makeup artistry, hairstyling and
wearable custom clothes.
Through other popular proper-

ties, Fashion Angels kits have
options for sketching and crafts

featuring the Disney Princess
brand, Barbie®, Hot Wheels®, Mon-
ster High™ or Lalaloopsy™. Other
kits have tweens emulating their
talents with products under the
hit Lifetime TV series “Project
Runway.”
You can view and order the kits

and learn more online at
www.fashionangels.com or call
(800) 492-3237.

Fashioning A Career

Young people with a flair for fash-
ion can get inspiration from
clever kits.

Crafting a career can start as
child’s play.

Fashion Light-Box Design Set for
6-year-olds and up.

(NAPSA)—Carol Fisher, a re-
search nurse, wrote a children’s
book, “David Explores Gaucher
Disease,” to ease some of the con-
cerns a family may have about the
disease. Free copies are at Shire_
Program@Shire.com.

* * *
Agreat way to start thinking pos-

itively about your weight is to take
part in the Special K Gains Project
at www.SpecialK.com. There, you
can share what you hope to “gain”
from your weight management
efforts and help motivate and be
inspired by other women.

* * *
It is important to eat a wide

range of dietary fibers from differ-

ent sources to get all the benefits
that fiber can provide. You can find
information about finding fiber on
nutrition labels at www.fda.gov
and further facts about fiber at
www.fiberfacts.org.

(NAPSA)—As the only preschool
app and e-book series focusing on
art and color, The Drip Drops shows
children how to color the world
around them while promoting basic
problem-solving skills and positive
self-esteem. Parents, teachers and
others can learn more at
www.thedripdrops.com.

* * *
A new generation of profes-

sional-quality blenders with supe-
rior blade technology, such as
Ninja’s new Mega Kitchen Sys-
tem, is helping to make it easier
to eat healthier by turning fruits
and vegetables into smoothies. To
learn more, visit www.ninjamega
kitchen.com.

* * *
Relive the magic of the Lord of

the Rings reimagined with the
humor and endless variety of LEGO
play in a video game. Learn more
about “LEGO The Lord of the Rings”
from Warner Bros. Interactive
Entertainment at http://thelord
oftherings.lego.com/.

* * *
According to personal finance

expert Don Taylor, if you can’t fig-
ure out how you’re going to make
your loan payment, you should talk
to the lender about your situation.

Discuss whether the loan offers alter-
native payment plans or temporary
options to postpone payments.

* * *
TeamSnap, a Web- and mobile-

based tool, helps youth coaches
streamline sports team manage-
ment. Its new app makes it easy to
keep track of rosters, schedules,
game and practice attendance and
availability, team payments, statis-
tics and more. Find further facts and
tips at www.teamsnap.com.

* * *
Eggs from cage-free hens are less

likely to be contaminated with
Salmonella, says the World Society
for the Protection of Animals, one of
the world’s leading animal welfare
organizations. Learn more at
www.choosecagefree.org.

(NAPSA)—Here’s an idea for a
new holiday tradition: Unplug the
electronics and enjoy the outdoors.
For gift ideas that can help and
additional information on how to
get your family outdoors, visit
www.llbean.com.

* * *
If you are caring for a sibling with

a disability or expect to be someday,
you can visit www.MassMutual.com
for financial planning resources for
caregivers or find a nearby support
group through Easter Seals at
www.easterseals.com.

* * *
With every qualifying rental,

Enterprise Rent-A-Car’s Enterprise
Plus loyalty programmembers earn
points that can be redeemed for free
rental days. To enroll, visit www.
enterpriseplus.com, call (866) 507-
6222 or stop by any rental location.

* * *
Wednesday is typically the

least expensive day for domestic
travel by plane, followed by Tuesday
and Saturday. Flying on the actual
holiday can often help you save and
get the seat you want. To learn
more, visit the website at Flight
Center.com.

During the ancient 12-day Christ-
mas celebration, the log burned
was called the “Yule log.” Some-
times, a piece of the Yule log
would be kept to kindle the fire
the following winter, to ensure
that the good luck carried on
from year to year.

Cultured Christmas trees must
be shaped as they grow to pro-
duce fuller foliage. To slow the
upward growth and to encourage
branching, they are hand-clipped
in each spring. Trees grown in
the wild have sparser branches,
and are known in the industry as
“Charlie Brown” trees.




