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(NAPSA)—The estimated num-
ber of woman-owned businesses
across the country is 8.1 million.
Yet what’s really impressive is
that many female business own-
ers are also mothers, wives and
heads of households.

If you fall into this category or
know someone who does, the fol-
lowing tips on balancing work and
home life may come in handy:

•Protect boundaries—If you
find yourself checking your smart-
phone during dinner, you might
need to set clearer boundaries
between business ownership and
family time. Separating work and
family time will help you be more
productive at both.

•Stay in touch at school—
Small-business owners rarely
have time for volunteering in the
classroom, but mothers can still
be a part of their child’s educa-
tional experience. Something as
simple as donating supplies shows
you’re interested in your child’s
classroom success.

•Shift your schedule—Sixty-
three percent of mothers say they
want to be home when their kids
leave for school and at the end of
the day. To accommodate, try
shifting your schedule and con-
ducting nonurgent business after
hours. Don’t be afraid to off-load
work to others when feasible.

•Organize work and home
life—Make a list of your top three
organizational challenges both at
home and at work, and put a detailed
plan together for overcoming the
challenges. If time management is
an issue, try creating a family cal-
endar that lists everyone’s daily
activities, including work schedules
and family time. And avoid working
so hard on your business that your
home becomes chaotic.

•Don’t let guilt get you
down—A study from the Working
Mother Research Institute found
that more than half of mothers

who work report feeling guilty
about not spending enough time
with their kids. Furthermore,
small-business owners are notori-
ous for working long or odd hours.
Try not to be your own worst critic.
Sometimes, being a mom has to
take priority. Push back business
issues to after hours if it’s possible.

•Limit your time spent
online—Many women spend
hours a day online, for profes-
sional and personal reasons. But
tasks such as managing a Face-
book page or website can become a
full-time job and significant
source of stress. To free up some
time for family, try Deluxe’s Web
Solutions Package. The time-sav-
ing “do it for me” package bundles
a number of services that help you
achieve a professional online pres-
ence and help your business rank
higher in search engines.

•Seek more advice for man-
aging your business—Deluxe, a
growth engine for small businesses,
offers products and services designed
to streamline marketing for small-
business owners. For additional tips
and resources, visit www.deluxesmall
bizblog.com or www.ProjectREV
2012.com.

How Today’s Businesswoman Can Do It All

Balancing business ownership
with motherhood doesn’t have to
present an ongoing struggle to
manage time and expectations.

(NAPSA)—If you had to use
one word to sum up this season’s
hottest looks, that word would be
“color”—plenty of brilliant, eye-
catching, mood-brightening color
in apparel, shoes and accessories.
The bright selection of seasonal
fashion features on-trend pieces
with pops of corals, blues, mint-
green, red and fuchsia, and all can
be perfectly balanced with white.

Not sure which color to try?
Look for a variety of options at
every T.J.Maxx and every Mar-
shalls, as each store will get fresh
shipments of unique designer
pieces in this color trend every
week throughout the season!
With the rainbow of styles found
on runways this season, here are
a few key looks to try:

•Color Blocking: Pair colorful
hues in complementary shades.
Pick up a red silk top and skinny
pink-colored denim or pair con-
trasting shades, like an emerald
top with a violet maxi skirt, for an
even bolder style statement.

•Pastels: Not in the mood for
brights? Try a subdued hue. Mint
green, the season’s hottest color, is
available in a variety of silhou-
ettes, including denim shorts,
flirty skirts and maxi dresses.
T.J.Maxx and Marshalls buyers
work directly with designers to
stock the shelves with colorful
pieces at unbelievable prices! Mix
mint green tops and white pants
with a shoe in a pastel print, or
pull a pastel cardigan over a neu-
tral dress for a pop of spring.

•Whites : Complement the
color trend by adding a touch of
white to any outfit for a classically
crisp and chic look. Mix pieces
with different textures such as
eyelet, crochet, pleats or lace for
an all-over white ensemble. Try
white denim with a coral halter
top or accent your outfit with a
white tote bag.

•Prints: Florals are hot this
season in feminine dresses,
blouses and even skirts. Polka

dots and stripes top the must-
have print lists and can be found
on dresses, sky-high wedges,
shorts and peasant tops. Boho-
inspired prints with lace, embroi-
dery and fringed hemlines come
through on tribal-printed maxi
dresses and peasant blouses
cinched with leather belts.

Accessorize with a pop of color,
such as with captivating coral bib
necklaces and sea-inspired
turquoise handbags, or color block
with a combination of fuchsia
pants and cobalt wedges. Not sure
about adding so much color to
your wardrobe? Here are some
tips:

Start out with a small splash—
a scarf, a bag or a brightly colored
shoe to add a splash of color to
your outfit. Try wedges with
prints, color-blocked heels or even
bold ballet flats!

Replace a classic piece with
something more colorful, like a
fuchsia cropped jacket, or put a
turquoise shell under your navy
work suit.

Warm-Weather Style Calls For Color

This season’s most stylish colors
can brighten your wardrobe and
your mood.

(NAPSA)— The world’s largest
online marketplace has launched
eBay Green Driving, a one-stop
resource designed to provide dri-

vers with ways to reduce both
money spent at the pump as well
as their environmental impact. To
learn more, visit green.ebay.com/
green-driving.

***
If you can’t be in the house with
the music, be in the house next
door.

—Margaret Ryan
***

***
The hand that rocks the cradle
is the hand that rules the world.

—William Ross Wallace
***

***
All women become like their
mothers. That is their tragedy.
No man does. That’s his.

—Oscar Wilde
***

***
Biology is the least of what
makes someone a mother.

—Oprah Winfrey
***

***
Being a full-time mother is one
of the highest salaried jobs in
my field, since the payment is
pure love.

—Mildred B. Vermont
***

***
Bringing a child into the world
is the greatest act of hope there
is.

—Louise Hart
***

***
No influence is so powerful as
that of the mother.

—Sarah Josepha Hale
***

***
I think, at a child’s birth, if a
mother could ask a fairy god-
mother to endow it with the
most useful gift, that gift would
be curiosity.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
***

In addition to the Franklin stove, Benjamin Franklin is said to have
invented a rocking chair with a fan, an early version of swim fins and
the armonica, a type of musical instrument made of glass bowls.

The human eye blinks an average of 4,200,000 times a year. Andrew Magee is the only golfer in PGA history to make a hole-in-one
on a par four hole during a regular PGA Tour event.

The only moon in our solar system known to have an atmosphere is
a moon that goes around Saturn.




