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(NAPSA)—While it’s long been
argued that everything is bigger
in Texas, there’s some evidence to
support that position when it
comes to one of that state’s nat-
ural gas deposits.

A natural gas field in the Dallas -
Fort Worth area known as the Bar-
nett Shale is the source of more than
50 percent of all shale gas produced
in the United States. That’s more
than the gas available in the
Alaskan reserve. According to the
American Association of Petroleum
Geologists, over one trillion cubic
feet of gas has already been pro-
duced by the deposits in the Barnett
Shale—and it’s development is far
from over.

According to Kent Bowker, a
consulting geologist familiar with
the area, “All other Texas gas
fields are either flat or declining,
but the Barnett Shale is like a
perpetual motion machine—and
there’s no prospect of the end.”

This can be good news for both
consumers and investors. Natural
gas is the fuel of choice in many
markets because it is clean burning
and safe. Developing new domestic
sources of natural gas and new
ways to access those deposits can
help to create jobs, reduce our
reliance on foreign imports and
offer a steady source of fuel.

However, drilling wells to
access shale gas can be a compli-
cated process. The best results are
often achieved with a technique
known as horizontal drilling. This
calls for drilling into the ground
vertically and then turning the drill
head until it enters the shale layer
horizontally. 

This type of drilling is used to

achieve a better return on invest-
ment by allowing access to oil and
gas streams in a variety of condi-
tions that were either inaccessible or
not economically desirable. 

One company known for its suc-
cess in horizontal drilling operations
in Oklahoma recently entered into
an agreement with an enterprise of
the Hunt Family Group, owners of
one of the largest energy concerns in
the world, to develop 3,000 acres of
natural gas deposits in the Barnett
Shale.

Lexington Resources, Inc. is a
natural resource exploration com-
pany engaged in the acquisition
and development of oil and nat-
ural gas properties in the United
States. 

The venture is the first expan-
sion by the company outside its
existing gas drilling and produc-
tion taking place in Oklahoma. It
listed in the OTC market under
the symbol LXRS.

For further information, visit
www.lexingtonresources.com.

Interest In This Gas Deposit Is Only Natural

A natural gas field known as the
Barnett Shale is the source of more
than 50 percent of all shale gas
produced in the United States.

(NAPSA)—Who would think a
minor wound could ruin a family
vacation or an important business
trip? Something as simple as a
blister from a new pair of shoes, a
scrape on your arm when packing
the car or a cut caused when
changing a tire—any type of open
wound—is a risk for tetanus, a
severe infection that can some-
times be fatal. But the risk is eas-
ily avoided with a routine tetanus
booster.

Travel expert and Travel Chan-
nel host Tracy Gallagher, on
behalf of the National Foundation
for Infectious Diseases’ (NFID)
Power of 10™ campaign, urges
travelers to make sure they are up
to date on their tetanus booster
before packing their bags.

“Anyone who travels can get
cuts and scrapes from time to
time, the kind that wouldn’t send
someone to a doctor. But don’t
drop your guard when it comes to
these seemingly simple wounds—
the consequences can be serious,”
says Gallagher. 

Tetanus bacteria are common in
the environment and can be found
in dust and dirt. The bacteria can
enter the body through even the
tiniest wound, which can lead to an
infection and a serious disease.

“When someone gets a tetanus
infection, it usually leads to a long
hospital stay, use of a machine to
assist with breathing and weeks
or months of rehabilitation.

Thankfully, it’s not common in the
U.S. since the use of preventive
vaccination. But tetanus is still
fatal for one out of every 10 people
infected,” explains NFID Medical
Director Susan J. Rehm, MD.
“That’s why we want to reinforce
the importance for everyone in the
family to make sure they are up to
date with the tetanus booster.”

Tetanus protection starts with
a series of three vaccinations, usu-
ally during infancy, followed by a
booster starting at age 11 or 12
and continuing throughout adult-
hood. While the vast majority of
children between the ages of 6 and
11 years are vaccinated against
both tetanus and diphtheria, pro-
tection fades with time. By age 20,
only 47 percent are protected
against these diseases. Booster
vaccination is required through-
out life to guard against infection
and its consequences. The tetanus
booster has been combined with a
vaccine for diphtheria, another
potentially fatal disease, tradi-
tionally given every 10 years. 

What Is Tetanus?
Symptoms of tetanus can

appear anywhere from three days
to three weeks after exposure to
the bacteria. It usually starts with
stiffness in the neck and trouble
swallowing, which is also known
as lockjaw. Infection may be
accompanied by fever, sweating,
elevated blood pressure and rapid
heartbeat. The most common form
of tetanus causes paralysis and
severe muscle spasms. While not
contagious, tetanus is a rare dis-
ease that can be very difficult to
diagnose. 

What Is Diphtheria?
Diphtheria is a highly-conta-

gious disease caused by inhaling
bacteria from an infected person.
Symptoms begin very much like a
common cold, usually two to five
days after transmission, but can
progress quickly. The infection can
lead to heart failure and paraly-
sis, and coma or even death can
occur in as little as a week. Diph-
theria is still common in 87 coun-
tries, with some strains continu-
ing to circulate in parts of the U.S.
Travel destinations where diph-
theria is found include certain
parts of Africa, Europe, Central
America, the Caribbean, the for-
mer Soviet republics, and Asia. 

NFID advises adolescents and
adults to take advantage of Td
vaccine protection, especially
before you take your next trip.
More information about tetanus
and diphtheria is available at
www.nfid.org.

Your Bags Are Packed—But Are You Really Ready To Go?
Before Your Next Trip, You Should Check Your Tetanus Protection

“Don’t drop your guard when it 
comes to seemingly simple 
wounds—the consequences
can be serious.”

—Tracy Gallagher

(NAPSA)—Each year, Ameri-
cans spend billions of dollars on
leisure travel but vacation memo-
ries often fade with the unpacking
of suitcases, leaving families with
little more than a vague recollec-
tion of their trip.  

With so much time, effort and
money invested in vacation plan-
ning, it is important to find cre-
ative ways to keep your special
vacation memories intact long
after the trip ends. Embassy
Suites Hotels is providing a few
tips to help preserve those pre-
cious family vacation memories.

• Create a Travel Journal:
While on vacation, take a few
minutes at the end of each day to
jot down your favorite moments in
a notebook. By keeping a daily
record, you’ll capture the true
essence of your trip and won’t be
left stammering to recall your
vacation memories after the
return home. Look back on the
travel journal to reminisce and
share stories with your family for
years to come. 

• Go digital and take more
pictures: Long gone are the days
of wasted film and unusable
prints. With a digital camera, you

can determine immediately if
your vacation photos are worth
saving. Savor hundreds of vaca-
tion photos on a single memory
card and after the trip, index and
archive the photos on CDs so
they’re easy to retrieve. Remem-
ber to snap away on your vaca-
tion; after all, the more photos
you take, the more you’ll have to
choose from when printing your
favorite memories. 

• Create a Vacation Scrap-
book: Record the details and fun
memories of your trip in a vaca-
tion scrapbook. Include colorful
postcards, ticket stubs and a list
of places you visited with a corre-
sponding photo collage. Bring
your supplies on the trip and work
on your pages each night in your

hotel room while the vacation
details are still fresh in your
mind. To make this easy, Embassy
Suites Hotels has two-room suites,
great for families, that provide
plenty of room to spread out and
organize. Plus, the hotel brand
has teamed up with Kodak for a
limited-time offer to guests of
complimentary one-time use digi-
tal cameras for capturing those
once-in-a-lifetime moments for
your scrapbook (check out
www.embassysuites.com for the
latest family-oriented offerings).  

• Make a Time Capsule: Cre-
ate your very own vacation time
capsule, using some of the
mementos and keepsakes from
your trip. Include quirky items
like seashells from the beach
where your kids played in the
ocean or dried leaves from the
park where you hosted your fam-
ily reunion picnic. As silly as it
may seem, these souvenirs will
trigger memories of specific vaca-
tion events long after your trip.  

While you’re enjoying your next
family vacation or weekend get-
away, don’t forget to savor your
memories. Years from now, you
will be thankful you did.

Tips for Making Vacation Memories Last A Lifetime(NAPSA)—From men’s ties to
children’s school supplies, pink is
one of the hottest colors in fash-
ion and consumer products this
season. 

“Pink is a very youthful color;
it’s bold and fresh, carefree and
whimsical. It’s used more spar-
ingly than red, so it really stands
out in a crowd,” said Michael
Wood, Vice President of Teenage
Research Unlimited.

Donald Trump has embraced
the pink phenomenon and now
more than ever, men are clamor-
ing to be like the Donald and don
the pink tie. From the fashion
runways of Marc Jacobs, JCREW
and Steve Madden, colorful retro
designs show that its hip to be
pink. Jessica Simpson has glamor-
ized pink with her tasty make-up
line, Dessert.  Even boys are copy-
ing the pink wardrobe and tennis
shoes popularized by rapper
Cam’ron. Don’t forget the original
king of pink, the Pink Panther. A
remake of the original movie is
slated for 2006. 

Even the manufacturers of
school supplies are returning to
the era of hoop earrings, legwarm-
ers and jelly bracelets. Wilson
Jones, a leading office products
manufacturer and inventor of the

three-ring binder, is introducing a
flashback to the 1980s in its back-
to-school 3RB Style binder and
divider line. 

Wilson Jones’ new line, avail-
able at Wal-Mart, represents a
retro flair with bright pink colors
and a variety of trendy designs for
younger girls, as well as high
school and college students. 

“Pink spans every age group—
from toddlers to teens,” said trend
watcher Carol Lucarelli. “It’s a
color that makes you feel confident
and bold, yet young at heart.”

For both boys and girls, tod-
dlers to teens to college kids, pink
is the popular color this year in
clothes and school supplies.

For more information, visit
www.wilsonjones.com. 

Think Pink




