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(NAPSA)—There’s good news for
high school students who take
Advanced Placement (AP) courses.
A new study system from McGraw-
Hill, 5 Steps to a 5 on the Ad-
vanced Placement Examina-
tions, has been created to help
students prepare more effectively
for these rigorous tests.
AP courses are intended to help

students stand out during the col-
lege admissions process, earn col-
lege credits before entering
school—helping reduce the cost of
tuition—and, in some cases, skip
introductory-level classes.
On the AP exam, 5 is the top

score. But if students don’t score
at least a 3, all their work on the
course for a year is wasted. Recent
statistics show that approximately
40 percent of high school gradu-
ates who took at least one exam
failed to score even a 3.
Better exam preparation and

study habits are needed to ensure
that students pass the test.

New Study System
The new study system—out-

lined in the test prep guides 5
Steps to a 5 on the Advanced
Placement Examinations—is
designed to coincide with the most
current AP exams. Each subject-
specific course guide is structured
around a five-step plan and con-
tains several features that sepa-
rate the system from other guides.
The first step is to develop a

study plan, the second step is con-
cerned with building knowledge,
the third and fourth steps focus on
honing test-taking skills and strate-
gies, and the fifth is designed to fos-
ter the confidence students need to
ace the tests. The unique system
also takes into account the fact that
not everyone learns the same way.

There is one approach that follows
the school year, another that follows
the calendar year, and one that
accommodates the “last-minute”
student who is just looking for the
highlights of the course.

Sample Tests and Links
Other student-friendly features

include:
•Sample tests that closely sim-

ulate real exams
•Review material based on the

contents of the most recent tests
•Icons highlighting important

facts, vocabulary, and frequently
asked questions
•Advice from AP teachers, col-

lege professors, and students who
have achieved high marks on pre-
vious exams
•Access to websites and links

to valuable online test resources,
along with author e-mail addres-
ses for students with follow-up
questions.
To learn more and get more tips

for your child or classroom, visit
www.facebook.com/aptestprep.

A New Study SystemTo Help Students Pass
AP Course Exams

AP courses are designed to help
high school students acquire
study skills and information that
can benefit them as they move
on to college.

(NAPSA)—A positive credit
history isn’t just nice to have—it’s
a must-have in today’s world.
Whether you are trying to rent an
apartment, set up cell phone ser-
vice or utilities, or get the best
rates on car insurance, knowing
the information in your credit
report is essential.
So what do you do if you’re just

starting out and haven’t estab-
lished a credit history yet or if
you’re starting over again after
damaging your credit? There are
no quick fixes but there are steps
you can take.
Know what’s on your credit

report: Check your credit report
regularly. By law, you can request
a free credit report annually from
each of the consumer credit-re-
porting companies: Equifax, Expe-
rian and TransUnion. You can
request all three reports free at
annualcreditreport.com. Make sure
the information is accurate and up-
to-date. If it isn’t, report the error
to the credit bureau and fix it.
Understand how your cred-

it is scored: Your credit score is
calculated using various criteria,
such as length of your credit his-
tory and the types of credit you
have. The two most important cri-
teria are your payment track
record (whether you pay your bills
on time) and what you owe (your
overall outstanding balances plus
how much of your available credit
you’re using).
To have good credit, it’s critical

to pay all your bills on time—
every time. One way to ensure
that is to set up automatic pay-
ments through online bill pay. Pay
more than your minimum pay-
ment or your balance in full when-
ever you can and don’t max out
your credit accounts. Keep your
balances under control and try not
to use more than 35 percent of
your available credit.

Get a gas card or retail
store card: Generally, it’s easier
to be approved for these cards,
though they often have higher
interest rates than major credit
cards. Always pay off higher-inter-
est debt first.
Apply for a credit card:

Retail and gas cards may help you
build your credit history but your
credit score is partly determined
by the variety of credit you have,
so adding a major credit card—a
Visa or MasterCard, say—could
help improve it.
If you can’t get an unsecured

card yet, consider a secured card.
These can be used wherever major
credit cards are accepted. You
deposit money into an account,
which becomes your line of credit.
Then, you pay your balance as you
would with an unsecured credit
card. Your payments are reported
to the credit-reporting bureaus
and become part of your credit
history.
Some things to think about

when choosing a secured card:
•Are there application fees or

an annual fee?
•Does the issuer provide an

opportunity for the secured card
to become an unsecured card after
a time period of making payments
on time and meeting other eligi-

bility criteria?
•Does the issuer report your

payment history to major credit
bureaus?
Consider an installment

loan: As you establish your credit
history, you may want to include
installment loans to meet your
occasional financing needs. This
might start with auto loans or
personal loans but may eventually
include a mortgage or home
equity loan. If you limit the
amount you borrow and keep the
term of the loan short, you may
strengthen your credit without
paying a lot of interest.
If you can’t qualify for an unse-

cured loan or if you have some
personal savings, consider a loan
secured by your CD (certificate of
deposit) or savings account.
Become a co-borrower with

someone who has good credit:
One of the quickest ways to estab-
lish or re-establish your credit
history is to be added as a joint
account holder on a family mem-
ber ’s or friend’s credit card or
have him or her co-sign a loan
with you. As a joint account
holder, his or her payment history
will show up on your credit
report. If you make the payments
on time, it will raise your credit
score. Just remember, if either
one of you doesn’t pay on time,
both of you will have a negative
item on your credit report. Plus,
you may not be able to have your-
self removed as a co-borrower if
your co-borrower defaults. Con-
sider this option carefully with
your co-borrower before taking
any action.
Be patient: Establishing a

good credit history is like losing
weight—there’s no quick fix. It
takes time, effort and knowledge.
For more credit tips, visit Wells

Fargo’s Smarter Credit Center at
www.wellsfargo.com/smarter_credit.

Taking Charge: HowTo Establish And Care ForYour Credit

Even if you’ve had problems in
the past, opening new accounts
responsibly and paying them off
on time will help raise your credit
score in the long term.

(NAPSA)—The high-traffic
areas of your home don’t have to
be decorated in mayhem. A few
hints can help you have a welcom-
ing home and cozy home decor.
There are many “sneaky” stor-

age options that allow form and
function to fuse, creating a great
space for collectibles, housewares,
electronics and more.
•Even large family rooms can

be bombarded with electronics,
books and too much furniture.
Pare down the furnishings by
including only the necessary
pieces. Review which pieces are
used most often and which could
be removed. Be sure to arrange
the furniture so that there is a
clear walkway.
An ottoman that features hide-

away storage is one sneaky way to
keep your favorite blankets and
books close at hand. You can also
try consolidating clutter by plac-
ing multiple remotes together in
an attractive tray, box or bowl.
Coffee tables are natural deposito-
ries for the entire family. A table
with drawers, shelves or baskets
below is a sly solution for messy
tabletops.
•To clear out kitchen clutter,

consider using X-shape dividers to
hold more than bottles of wine.
They’re a great way to hide and
store waxed paper, rolled cloth
napkins and even decorative can-
dles. If your kitchen is small and
lacks cabinet space, try capitaliz-
ing on the room inside your oven.
Neatly stack your cooking trays,
pots and pans on the oven rack.
Close the door and those large

bulky items are out of sight.
•With 80 percent of people en-

tering the average home through
the garage door, the entryway or
mudroom can quickly become
inundated with shoes, coats, keys
and mail. If a closet is available,
think vertically. Closet systems
such as ClosetMaid’s ShelfTrack™
wire shelving can help turn even a
small closet into a roomy storage
hub. Add multiple shelves and
wire accessories such as hanging
baskets and shoe holders. The
storage space created in your
closet will be the best-kept secret
in the neighborhood.
If a closet isn’t available, you

can create one simply by placing
one of ClosetMaid’s multiple grab-
and-go Stackable Organizers or a
Cubeicals 3 Cube Bench by the
garage door.

Learn More
For further facts and tips on

solving your storage and organiza-
tion dilemmas, visit the website at
www.ClosetMaid.com or call (800)
874-0008.

Sneaky Storage

A few shelves and baskets and a
little ingenuity can turn an empty
alcove into a clever coat closet.

(NAPSA)—To make an
informed and confident decision
when shopping for a car, ask for a
Carfax Vehicle History Report.
These reports reveal prior damage
reported to Carfax. To get Carfax
Reports and learn more, visit
www.carfax.com.

* * *
The SEMA Award honors the

most popular vehicles chosen by
specialty-equipment manufactur-
ers as the best platforms for acces-
sorizing and showcasing the
hottest products. Facts about
award winners, products available
for them and how to customize
your ride are at www.sema.org/
semaaward and (909) 396-0289.

The stegosaurus was a large, plant-eating dinosaur that lived about
150 million years ago in what is now the western United States. It had
two rows of bony plates shaped like huge arrowheads sticking out of
its back.

The zipper was patented in 1891.




