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(NAPSA)—When picturing your
dream house, you may envision a
professional kitchen, a grand mas-
ter bedroom and a sweeping stair-
case, while someone else is envi-
sioning an indoor swimming pool
and wine cellar. And as different as
tastes may be, something just
about everyone can agree on is that
there are few things more personal
than designing your home.
Before you get wrapped up in

the details, however, architects will
tell you to focus your attention. By
following these tips from the pros,
you can help ensure your dream
home becomes reality:

Choose a good architect
Designing a home is often a col-

laborative process between the
homeowner and the architect, so
it’s important to find someone
you’re compatible with. One of
your first conversations when
interviewing architects should be
to ask them about their working
style as it should be similar to your
own. You should also feel like you
can communicate freely with your
architect.
“Many people find it’s hard to

articulate their style and tastes,”
says Helen Hald, owner of Helen
Hald Architecture in the Seattle
area. “One way to make communi-
cation easier is to collect images
from magazines that speak to you.
This is a great way to translate
your vision and it also opens up a
dialogue.”
Find a location you love and

take advantage of it
Homeowners often start their

dream home process by finding the
right location and for good reason.
Where you build will often dictate
your home’s style, construction
materials and much more.
For example, whether it’s

majestic mountains or sunny surf,
one of the main reasons to choose a
location is because of the view. If
you find a view you love, enjoy it.
This tends to start with the win-
dows, and one way to maximize the

view is to go big. Newer custom
windows, such as Majesta double
hung windows from Kolbe, are
available in sizes as large as 12
feet tall.
“Most people want to feel con-

nected to the outdoors, especially if
their home is sitting on a location
they love,” explains Hald. “From
natural light to seeing nature, this
just makes people feel better.”
She went on to explain that

another way to enjoy your sur-
roundings is to create easy access
to outdoor living spaces. To
accommodate, she recommends
using products such as Kolbe’s
TerraSpan lift and slide door. The
door can pocket away into the
wall, creating an expansive open-
ing of up to 60 feet, excellent for
flowing seamlessly from inside to
outside.

Design for your lifestyle
When planning your home, you

may have a wish list a mile long
that includes granite countertops
and a four-car garage, but archi-
tects will tell you to go deeper.
They’ll tell you to start by envision-
ing your dream life—not your
dream house.
“How you plan to live in your

home should be the basis of creat-
ing your dream home,” says Hald.
“A home shouldn’t be a container
that’s just filled with stuff; it
should be a space that’s designed
for how you live today and how you
will live in the future.”
Think about your daily life in

your current house, suggests Hald,
and figure out what you like and

don’t like. If there’s a challenge you
face every day, like carrying laun-
dry up and down from the base-
ment, this is an opportunity for
improvement in the new house.
Discuss these problems with your
architects; they are there to help
with a solution.
Furthermore, if you have spe-

cific requirements, let them know.
For example, if you see mobility
being an issue in your future, con-
sider universal design. Many win-
dow and door designs can enhance
ease of operation, making living in
your home more comfortable for
years to come.

Splurge wisely
According to Hald, whatever’s

put in a house should be added
because it has a purpose that’s in
line with the overall design concept
or philosophy. “For example, don’t
just add an expensive chandelier
because you saw it somewhere and
liked it,” she says. “Ask yourself if
it supports the concept and will
enhance your daily life.”
Making a decision for the

greater design concept should also
include spending more on elements
that are the backbone of your
house. You’ll want to choose mate-
rials and products that are made to
last and have good warranties.
“Investing in high-quality, durable
products offers peace of mind
throughout the lifetime of the
house and will pay off in the long
run,” adds Hald.
“Windows and doors are ele-

ments you should consider when
investing in quality. Not only do
they add aesthetic value, but they
are a practical need that should be
a priority when establishing the
overall construction budget,” urges
Hald. “If you have to, borrow from
another budget before you down-
grade your windows and doors, as
you don’t want to have to replace
them down the road.”
For more information about beau-

tiful and customizable windows and
doors, visit www.KolbeWindows.com.

Tips FromThe Pros On DesigningYour Dream Home

Beautiful windows can help
frame the vision of your dream
home.

(NAPSA)—Some maintain that
“all politics is local” and others
claim that there are multiple ben-
efits to eating locally grown food
and patronizing local merchants.
Now an initiative is applying

that same point of view to bank-
ing. If a consumer is going to
make an effort to shop locally,
supporters of the initiative ask,
“why not bank locally?”
That’s the idea behind an effort

called Go Local. Sponsored by the
Independent Community Bankers
of America (ICBA), its goal is to
inspire consumers and businesses
alike to invest in their community
by banking with their local com-
munity bank.

The American Spirit
According to Jeff Gerhart, ICBA

chairman and chairman of Bank of
Newman Grove, Nebraska, “Com-
munity banks proudly embody the
American spirit of Main Street by
lending to local small-business
owners, helping area families
achieve financial stability and
enabling their local economy and
community to thrive.”
Small-Business Supporters
Located in small towns, subur-

bia and big-city neighborhoods,
community banks under $10 bil-
lion work to improve the nation’s
communities by lending to local
customers and funding nearly 60
percent of all small-business loans
between $100,000 and $1 million
in the U.S.
“As small businesses them-

selves, community banks are rela-
tionship lenders that only thrive
when their customers and commu-
nities do the same, so taking care
of their customers and looking out

for the best interest of their com-
munity is the way they do busi-
ness,” said Camden R. Fine, ICBA
president and CEO.
And while community banks

are locally based financial institu-
tions, they certainly aren’t small
potatoes when it comes to lending
and creating jobs.
Of the more than 7,000 com-

munity banks across the country,
nearly 5,000 are ICBA members.
Representing more than 24,000
locations nationwide and employ-
ing nearly 300,000 Americans,
ICBA members hold more than
$1.2 trillion in assets, $1 trillion
in deposits and nearly $750 bil-
lion in loans to consumers, small
businesses and the agricultural
community.
For more information and to

find a community bank near you,
visit www.banklocally.org.

Consumers EncouragedTo Bank Locally
With A Community Bank

In addition to lending to local
customers, community banks
under $10 billion fund nearly 60
percent of all small-business
loans between $100,000 and $1
million in the U.S.

(NAPSA)—If your family is like
many, you enjoy a warm, glowing
fire on the hearth, whether you’re
entertaining friends or cozying up
with a favorite book. Hauling and
storing firewood and cleaning up
messy ashes, however, can make
building a wood-burning fire a has-
sle. Fortunately, you can easily
transform a wood-burning fireplace
and experience the beauty and
benefits of gas logs while saving
money, time and the environment.

Why Gas Logs
Here’s a look at why and how:

Beautiful
•Today’s gas logs produce a

stunning, realistic flame that can
rival any wood-burning log. A
wide range of wood types is avail-
able, from birch to oak, as well as
accessories to add personal style
to any hearth.

Economical
•Gas logs are generally inex-

pensive to buy and install and
cost about a quarter per hour of
what it costs to burn wood. Some
gas logs are more than 99 percent
efficient.

Convenient
•Gas logs allow for instant

enjoyment. With a touch of a but-
ton, the fireplace turns on and off.
There’s no need to purchase, store
and season wood and clean up and
dispose of messy ashes.

Safe
•Gas logs prevent flying

sparks, common with wood, that
might burn a rug or cause other
damage. They don’t create indoor
particulate matter that is harmful
to asthmatics and those with res-
piratory issues.

Environmentally Friendly
•Burning gas logs helps pre-

serve natural resources for gener-
ations to come by eliminating
harmful particulate matter in the
air.

Which Gas Logs
Once you’ve warmed to the

idea of getting gas logs, you may
be glad to know that one company
offers more than 40 authentic
styles of gas log sets, each hand-
crafted and hand painted to create
a realistic look with dancing
flames and a glowing bed of lively
embers.
Real Fyre Gas Logs are manu-

factured in the U.S.A. using strin-
gent standards and the most
advanced technology. Companion
accessories such as remote con-
trols, pinecones, acorns, addi-
tional branches and many other
items further enhance the beauty
and authenticity of your hearth.
Where to Learn More About

Gas Logs
You can find additional facts

about gas logs and locate a nearby
dealer at www.rhpeterson.com
and (800) 332-3973.

Enjoy More Heat, Less Hassle

Your family can experience the
beauty and comfort of gas logs, a
more convenient, economical and
safer way to enjoy a fire.

(NAPSA)—There could be good
news for those feeling the winter
blues—at any time of year.

Color Can Create
Contentment

Science has shown that color
can have a positive effect on
moods and that flowers are one of
the easiest ways to add a splash of
color and a burst of positive
energy into any space.
“As the days get shorter and it

gets darker outside, a wonderful
way to change emotions, uplift
spirits and give yourself a ‘mood
makeover’ is to infuse color into
your home and office,” said
Michael Skaff, head of floral
design for FTD and a member of
the Color Marketing Group.
Fortunately, you can now get

fresh floral arrangements in four
distinctive color palettes chosen
specifically for their ability to lift
spirits.

Tone Up Your Mood
Each color in the Color Your

Day floral collection from FTD—
green, pink, purple and yellow—
evokes specific, unique feelings.
•Green: Shades of green

deliver renewal and joy with a
palette of harmonious hues.
•Pink: Shades of pink convey

the feelings of love, friendship and
warmth.
•Purple: Shades of purple

enchant the spirit and trigger the
imagination.

•Yellow: Shades of yellow
bring a cheerful energy to any
environment, uplifting the spirit
with a spark of sunlight.
“Color can be integrated into

every aspect of daily life with
things like pillows, wall color, cur-
tains and flowers,” Skaff added.
“For instance, I painted my
kitchen yellow because it gives me
a burst of energy that I need in
the morning. You may want to
integrate purple accents into your
office as it is a color that inspires
creativity.”

Learn More
To see the beautiful arrange-

ments available and for further
information, visit www.ftd.com.
You can also call (800) 736-3383.

Brighten Any DayWith Fresh Floral Arrangements

Colorful, fresh flowers can
lighten your mood during dark
days and cold nights.

(NAPSA)—New hose from
Hanes include Blackout Convert-
A-Tights that can be worn as
tights or leggings, and high-waist
control top hose that complement
body-conscious styles. Lasting
Sheer hosiery is made with a tech-
nology that provides exceptional
sheerness with run-resistant con-
fidence. For nearby retailers, visit
www.haneshosiery.com.

* * *
When it comes to wrapping

presents, try turning your laundry
room into an organized wrapping
station. Having a designated
space means everything is there
when you need it. That’s the word
from the experts at Whirlpool’s
Institute of Fabric Science.




