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(NAPSA)—Although it’s not easy
for entrepreneurs to get loans these
days, they remain a driving force in
the U.S. economy. According to the
U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA), there are approximately 24
million small businesses in this coun-
try and they create 65 percent of
new jobs.
Fortunately, financing is still

available, even during these chal-
lenging economic times. Here are
a few tips for small business own-
ers seeking loans to expand their
companies.

1. Manage your credit. For
most companies with revenue
under $50 million, the owner ’s
personal credit score is the com-
pany’s credit score. That score is
weighed heavily when banks eval-
uate loan applications, so manage
your personal credit wisely.

2. Update your business
plan. A detailed business plan
that explains how you expect your
business to grow, including realis-
tic projections for revenues,
expenses and cash flow, is critical.
You must also be ready to explain
how the loan would be used to
expand your business.

3. Pay off small debts. Banks
will examine your outstanding
obligations. It’s important to pre -
sent a strong balance sheet. Pay
off as many small debts as possi-
ble so your business doesn’t
appear overextended and your
cash flow is maximized.

4. Go to the right bank. Dif-
ferent banks have different spe-
cialties. For instance, Bank of the
West works closely with the SBA
to make money available for small
businesses, including loans for
commercial real estate, construc-
tion and equipment. Banks with
an expertise in the type of loan
you need can go the extra mile to
get the deal done.

5. Address the issue of risk.
There is no business without risk.
If you are not prepared to discuss
this issue, bankers will assume you
haven’t thought about it. Lenders
want to know you have planned for
a variety of major risks.
Debra Sears Bergeson runs

Skyline Displays with her husband
Roger. Their company designs
tradeshow exhibits and they
recently approached Bank of the
West about financing an expan-
sion. “We needed more space,” she
explained. “We were seeking a con-
ventional loan, but the bank took
time to understand our business
and showed us the advantages of
an SBA loan, including a smaller
down payment, a longer term and
great rates. Before long, we were
moving to a bigger space!”
Sooner or later, many small

businesses need loans. To increase
your chances of securing a loan,
put yourself on the other side of
the desk for a moment. If a busi-
ness owner asked you for a loan,
what would you want to know? If
you start there and follow a few
simple tips, you may soon find your
small business doing big things!
When your company is ready to

expand, visit www.bankofthe
west.com/small-business.html for
financing information you’ll need.

Getting Banks To Show You The Money

Getting banks to say “yes” to
your business loan requires
proper planning.
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by Martin J. Glinsky, Ph.D.
(NAPSA)—Pet owners who

think they are giving their pet the
most nutritious food may want to
consider how long some pet food
products remain on the shelves in
their grocery store. 
Much of the food found on

shelves not only contains additives
but may have been sitting there for
up to six months, long enough for
some of the ingredients to get rancid. 
Pet food nutrients begin to

degrade soon after the food has
been made, the most unstable
ingredient being fat. It doesn’t
matter whether it’s of animal or
plant origin, fat breaks down in a
process known as “oxidation.” The
end products of oxidation are “free
radicals,” which are toxic mole-
cules that damage cells. This dam-
age has been linked to a variety of
immune diseases in pets, includ-
ing leukemia and cancer. 
Preservatives, natural and syn-

thetic, can help slow down the
oxidative process. Unfortunately,
natural antioxidants have a short
life span, and synthetic antioxi-
dants are toxic themselves. 
Pet owners may find themselves

with a difficult choice—do they feed
food made with toxic synthetic
antioxidants or only use natural
food that begins to degrade rapidly? 
One answer to this problem is

to order freshly made, all-natural,
dry-kibbled pet food such as my
Dr. G’s Fresh Pet Food. 
Unlike all other pet food that is

made in large quantities and then
stored in warehouses for months
before finally reaching the retailers’
shelves (where it could sit for more
weeks or months), my pet food is
absolutely fresh when you receive
your delivery. Dr. G’s Fresh Pet
Food is not made until your order is

received. It is not sold in stores—
then it wouldn’t be fresh. It can only
be ordered online or through our
toll-free number. Now one can sub-
scribe to receive Dr. G’s on a preset
basis. It contains no toxic chemical
preservatives and no harmful prod-
ucts caused by fat degradation.
Upon delivery, customers

remark that this is the first time
they have smelled Fresh Pet Food,
and how excitedly their pets react.
The Canine and Feline Holistic

Formulas contain chicken protein,
whole grains, peas, carrots, blue-
berries and chicory root extract to
enhance a dog’s immune system
and marine lipids for omega-3
fatty acids. The addition of live
microorganisms helps pets main-
tain a healthy digestive tract. 
For more information, visit

www.drgsfreshpetfood.com or call
(866) 284-5939. Shipping is
always free. 
Martin Glinsky, Ph.D. (Dr. G), is

considered one of the premier pet
nutritionists in the country. He
received his undergraduate educa-
tion at Cornell University and his
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Illinois, specializing in
Animal Nutrition and Nutritional
Biochemistry. 

Freshness Is An Important Part Of Pet Nutrition

Some of the pet food found on
shelves in your supermarket may
have been sitting there for up to
six months. 

Barbara Bush Pages A Way
To Beat Cancer

(NAPSA)—Former First Lady
and reading advocate Barbara
Bush has joined composer Tim
Janis and the National Founda-
tion for Cancer Research on a new
children’s book. “Shine Like a
Lighthouse” is an empowering
story about a snail who uses his
positive attributes to “shine.” Pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book go
to the Cancer Patient Assistance
Fund, which helps families of can-
cer patients. 

The inspirational book is
accompanied by a CD featuring
children’s songs with music by
Janis and includes a reading of
the book by Mrs. Bush. 
“Children are a bright light in

the world and every child is so
special. It is my sincere desire
that this book will become a bea-
con of light to those whose fami-
lies, children and other loved ones
are suffering from cancer,” said
Barbara Bush. 
Books can be purchased online

at www.NFCR.org/shine. You can
also send one to a hospitalized
child with cancer.
For more information, visit

www.NFCR.org or call (800) 321-
CURE (2873).

Former First Lady Barbara Bush
has recorded a children’s book to
help combat cancer.

(NAPSA)—If you have Marfan
syndrome, you can participate in
a critical research study. Log on to
the National Marfan Foundation
website, www.marfan.org, and
click on “Clinical Trial.” 

**  **  **
Soma 250® mg may help

patients with acute low back
pain find relief and resume day-
to-day activities in three days.
To learn more, speak with your
health care professional. More
information about Soma® 250
mg, including full prescribing
information, is available on the
website www.soma250.com or in
the United States by calling
Meda Pharmaceuticals at (800)
526-3840.

**  **  **
To increase participation and

awareness of clinical trials among
African American patients, physi-
cians and researchers, the
National Medical Association cre-
ated Project I.M.P.A.C.T. (Increase
Minority Participation and Aware-
ness of Clinical Trials). Learn

more at 1-800-NMA-0554 and
www.impact.NMAnet.org.

**  **  **
Sequencing of the human

genome has brought about a new
way of looking at health care
with modestly successful results
to date. To help, WaferGen
Biosystems’ genomic analysis
platform is designed to advance
genome research results through
the improved discovery and vali-
dation of biomarkers. For addi-
tional information, go to
www.wafergen.com.

***
Don’t worry about people stealing your ideas. If your ideas are
any good, you’ll have to ram them down people’s throats.

—Howard Aiken 
***

***
Education makes people easy to lead, but difficult to drive; easy
to govern, but impossible to enslave.

—Henry Peter Brougham 
***

***
Enlighten people generally, and tyranny and oppressions of body
and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the dawn of day.

—Thomas Jefferson  
***

The albatross sometimes follows a ship for days, but is seldom
seen resting. It feeds on scraps of food thrown from the ship or on
fish and squid.

The Brooklyn Bridge, in New
York, is a suspension bridge that
contains enough wire in its
cables to stretch more than
halfway round the world.

***
The feeling of “aha, that’s it,”
which accompanies the cloth-
ing of a situation with meaning,
is emotionally very satisfying
and is the major charm of sci-
entific research, of artistic cre-
ation, and of the solution of
crossword puzzles. It is why the
intellectual life is fun.

—Hudson Hoagland
***




