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(NAPSA)—As the cold weather
rolls in, it’s a great time to tackle
those indoor home improvement
projects that you’ve been putting
off. One of the easiest projects—
one that will give you the most
impact for the least amount of
money—is to paint. 

For a great-looking paint job, do
what the professionals do: Prime
first, then paint. It’s the key to a
beautiful paint job. Here’s why: 

• Primers are much richer in
resin than ordinary paint and
stick to the surface to create a
perfect “canvas” or base for your
paint. They are great at sealing
porous surfaces—such as new dry-
wall or new wood—so you’ll actu-
ally use less paint, saving you
time and money. 

• Primers will hide previous
colors—even the darkest blues
and deepest reds—far better than
paint alone and prevent them
from showing through or changing
the color of the topcoat. They’ll
make your new paint color look
more vibrant and even. 

• Most stains—water stains,
crayon and marker, lipstick, nico-
tine and others—will bleed right
through ordinary paint. Quality
primers seal in stains and prevent
them from ruining the paint job. 

• Primers like Zinsser Bulls
Eye 1-2-3 offer great adhesion, so
you can paint over glossy, hard-to-
paint surfaces like paneling, cabi-
nets, semigloss paint and vinyl
siding without sanding. You just
can’t paint over glossy surfaces
with a paint alone.

• And because primers are
specifically formulated to prevent
common paint problems such as

cracking, peeling and blistering,
they’ll make any painted surface
more durable, washable—and last
much longer.

If you tint your primer toward
the color of your finish coat, you
get all the benefits of priming
without adding an extra step. In
fact, research shows that one coat
of tinted primer and one coat of
paint will give you a better-look-
ing, longer-lasting paint job than
two coats of paint. High-quality
primer-sealers, like Bulls Eye 1-2-
3 (for light and pastel colors) and
Bulls Eye 1-2-3 Deep Tint (for
medium and dark colors), are spe-
cially formulated for tinting. And
tinting a primer is easy. Just ask
your paint store or homecenter
clerk to tint your primer when
they mix up your paint. 

Remember, if you want to paint
like a pro, prime like a pro. For
more helpful tips for a profes-
sional quality paint job, visit
www.zinsser.com or call Zinsser at
(732) 469-8100.

The Key To A Beautiful Paint Job Isn’t The Paint

Prime Time—Using a tinted
primer can preserve paint color
and protect paint jobs.

(NAPSA)—One of the latest
trends in business—often referred
to as “the paperless office”—
involves using imaging technology
to move and retrieve information
in a way that’s faster and reduces
storage costs. 

Recently, one bank applied this
technology to check processing.
The service is designed to offer
small-business owners and their
customers quicker transaction
time, financial savings and more
security. 

The process works like this:
When a small business receives a
check from a customer, the check
is scanned electronically, captur-
ing the payment amount of each
check, the check image and the
associated data. 

The data is then transmitted
for processing and storage in elec-
tronic image archives, which can
be done via a PC or the Internet.
The system, called JPMorgan
Chase Image Deposit Direct
(IDD), allows the business to
search for and retrieve images
around the clock, simplifying the
account research and customer
service process. 

The businesses that use the
service can save time by eliminat-
ing the drive to the bank to
deposit checks. They can also save
the cost of gas. 

“Business customers have
reduced the use of the bank branch
by 20 percent over the last four
years, while increasing use of the
Internet and technology for trans-
actions,” said Marcus von Kapff,
Chase Business Banking and Cash
Management Sales Executive.

Clearly, these services repre-
sent another development in a
current trend.

Depositing checks electroni-
cally and managing accounts
online are just a few of the latest
ways that small businesses can
gain more efficiency. Businesses
are also paying electronically
using services such as ACH (Auto-
mated Clearing House) and wires
instead of traditional paper
checks.  

“More than half of all banking
interactions are happening via the
telephone, Internet or a specialist
outside the branch,” von Kapff
added. 

Depositing checks electroni-
cally and managing accounts

By using services such as IDD,
companies can streamline their
payment activities and lower costs
by using some of the latest elec-
tronic payment solutions for pay-
roll, taxes and vendor invoices. 

For more information on cash
management solutions for small
businesses, go to chase.com/cash
management.

Check Processing Gets A New Image 

A new process that uses elec-
tronic imaging and the Internet to
capture and transmit the informa-
tion on a check is said to save
businesses time and money.

(NAPSA)—According to the
Afterschool Alliance, children
spend less than 20 percent of their
waking hours in school; what hap-
pens in the other 80 percent of
their time is critical to children’s
development. 

“When school is out and books
are closed, it’s really easy for kids
to fall into the TV trap of spend-
ing too much time in front of the
tube,” explains iVillage parenting
expert Michelle Borba. “The fact
is, the more kids watch that tube,
the more time is lost that could be
spent nurturing creativity, learn-
ing sports or hobbies, playing out-
doors, practicing social skills,
reading or just finding ways to
entertain and enjoy themselves.” 

After-school programs are edu-
cationally valuable, socially
responsible and incredibly posi-
tive for America’s youth. These
programs build self-esteem,
enhance social skills, teach sports-
manship and provide exposure to
other cultures and people. After-
school activities also provide a
wide array of benefits to families,
schools and the whole community.
These programs: 

• Keep children of all ages safe
and out of trouble; 

• Connect learning to more
relaxed and enriching activities,
thereby improving academic per-
formance as well; 

• Offer safe havens where chil-
dren can learn, take part in super-
vised recreation and build strong,
positive relationships with respon-
sible, caring adults and peers; 

• Contribute to raising chil-

dren’s self-confidence as well as
academic performance. Both
teachers and parents report that
children who participate in after-
school programs develop better
social skills and learn to handle
conflicts in more socially accept-
able ways; and 

• Tackle and reverse the epi-
demic of obesity in America. By
providing physical activity and
healthy snacks, kids can have a
safe place to play and socialize
after school. After-school activities
range across the spectrum of
youngsters’ interests and include
outdoor recreation, arts and crafts,
sports practice (soccer, basketball,
baseball, tennis, football, hockey,
etc.), gymnastics, music class,
dance, cooking and reading clubs.
Because of this, parents should: 

• Pick appropriate activities
based on their children’s interests,
age, abilities and how the activi-
ties will fit into their schedule; 

• Always be conscious of dress-

ing kids comfortably; 
• Be sure to expose children to

different activities that will
broaden their interests and expose
them to various activities and
other children; 

• Equip children properly for
activities. For example, if they are
playing baseball, be sure they
have a glove and cleats; should
they be enrolled in arts and crafts,
dress them properly so that their
clothes are paint and glue
friendly; and 

• Allow kids to wind down
when they get home from school
and after-school activities. One
popular option for after-school
clothing is a brand-new line that
has been designed specifically to
take kids through their entire day,
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The brand is
trend right, fresh and kid friendly.
It has an energetic spirit and sur-
prising value and can suit any
child’s needs for the busy and
dynamic lifestyle. Crazy 8 cleverly
combines incredible value with
stylish, kid-appropriate outfits for
boys’ and girls’ around-the-clock,
active lifestyles in an elevated yet
inviting kid-focused environment.
The company’s active lines are
durable, comfortable and afford-
able enough so parents don’t mind
getting them dirty. In addition,
the designers have spent a lot of
time ensuring that the clothes are
not only rugged and durable, but
they are also incredibly comfort-
able and easy for kids to put on. 

Crazy 8 fashions are available
at Crazy 8 stores and online at
www.crazy8.com. 

After School: Active Part Of A Kid’s Day, With Clothes To Match

Durable, easy-fitting clothes are a
key part of after-school activities. 

(NAPSA)—Ever wonder how a
lender decides whether to grant
you credit? Creditors use credit
scoring systems to determine if
you’d be a good risk for credit
cards, auto loans, mortgages and
insurance. A higher credit score
means you are likely to be a good
risk, which, in turn, means you
will be more likely to get credit or
insurance—or pay less for it.

The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), the nation’s consumer pro-
tection agency, wants you to know
how credit scoring works.

What Is Credit Scoring?
Credit scoring is a system cred-

itors use to help determine
whether to give you credit. It also
may be used to help decide the
terms you are offered or the rate
you will pay for the loan.

Information about you and
your credit experiences, like your
bill-paying history, the number
and type of accounts you have,
whether you pay your bills by the
date they’re due, collection
actions, outstanding debt and the
age of your accounts, is collected
from your credit report. Using a
statistical program, creditors com-
pare this information to the loan
repayment history of consumers
with similar profiles.
What Can You Do To Improve

Your Score?
Credit scoring systems are

complex and vary among creditors
or insurance companies and for
different types of credit or insur-
ance. If one factor changes, your
score may change; but improve-
ment generally depends on how
that factor relates to others the
system considers.

Nevertheless, scoring models
usually consider the following
types of  information in your
credit report to compute your
credit score:

• Have you paid your bills on
time? You can count on payment
history to be a significant factor.  

• Are you maxed out? Many
scoring systems evaluate the
amount of debt you have com-
pared to your credit limits.  

• How long have you had
credit? Generally, scoring systems
consider the length of your credit
track record. 

• Have you applied for new
credit lately? Many scoring sys-
tems consider whether you have
applied for credit recently by look-
ing at “inquiries” on your credit
report. Applying for too many new
accounts in the recent past could
have a negative effect on your
score.

• How many credit accounts do
you have and what kinds of
accounts are they? Although it is
generally considered a plus to
have established credit accounts,
too many credit card accounts
may have a negative effect on
your score.

To learn more, visit www.ftc.gov
or call toll free (877) FTC-HELP.

Your Credit Score Helps Determine 
What You’ll Pay For Credit And Insurance

Properly designed, credit scoring
systems enable faster, more accu-
rate and more impartial decisions.

***
Friendship is a strong and habit-
ual inclination in two persons
to promote the good and hap-
piness of one another.

—Eustace Budgell
***

***
The only service a friend can
really render is to keep up your
courage by holding up to you a
mirror in which you can see a
noble image of yourself.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
A loyal friend laughs at your
jokes when they’re not so good,
and sympathizes with your
problems when they’re not so
bad.

—Arnold H. Glasow
***

***
Politeness is an inexpensive way
of making friends.

—William Feather
***




