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(NAPSA)—The key to protecting
yourself while shopping or making
donations over the Web is to know
who you’re dealing with—before
you send money. But scam artists
bank on the fact that consumers
wrongfully think they can’t verify
who’s on the other end of their com-
puters. As a result, criminals run
thousands of successful Web scams
each year.

For instance, Internet criminals
sometimes set up fake merchant
sites that look similar to and have
Web addresses close to the ad-
dresses of established shopping
sites. They’ll then send e-mails
directing people to those sites in an
effort to “sell” merchandise that
doesn’t really exist. In 2004 alone,
consumers who fell victims to such
scams lost an average of $895 each. 

People can protect themselves by
using services such as GeoTrust’s
TrustWatch service to verify the
legitimacy of Web sites and blogs—
and to find out whether online mer-
chants, companies and charities are
(or aren’t) trustworthy. The service’s
free search engine lets users run
queries on sites or groups they’re
thinking of doing business with.
They can then view easily under-
stood green, yellow and red verifica-
tion symbols beside each search
result. 

“By using a very sophisticated
identity verification scoring tech-
nology, we can obtain a trust rating
for any site on the Web,” explains
GeoTrust CEO Neal Creighton.

Sites that can be verified as
safe receive a green rating. Sites

that don’t have enough data to be
verified but aren’t known to be
fraudulent receive a yellow rating.
Known fraudulent sites display a
red warning sign. 

If a site is deemed to be both ver-
ified and secure for the exchange of
private data, it receives a lock icon
next to the green verification rating.
In addition, the service also offers a
Site Report link that users  can
access to get more information from
additional sources, including
TRUSTe, BizRate and CNET. Con-
sumers can use this data as an
additional way to choose what sites
to do business with.

In the case of fake merchant
Web sites, the service would show a
yellow or red icon and have little
additional verification information.
Consumers who ran security
searches would know to keep their
distance. 

To access the free service, visit
www.trustwatch.com. 

New Tool To Beat Internet Fraud
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Web Buyer Beware
A look at the average amount victims 
lost per Web-based fraud cases:

(NAPSA)—Americans across
the country are concerned about
the need to save money for the
future and the worry often affects
people’s daily lives and relation-
ships. According to a recent study
conducted by American Express,
more than one-third of surveyed
Americans say their financial sit-
uation is not on track and about
half of respondents believe they
won’t be able to increase their sav-
ings in the future. In fact, 43 per-
cent of those surveyed think about
how much or how little they have
in savings at least a few times a
week and 50 percent of couples
agreed that they would have bet-
ter, less stressful relationships if
they had more money in savings. 

The good news is that there are
easy tips and tools available to
help consumers get back on track. 

Gerri Detweiler, consumer
advocate and author, has devel-
oped simple methods for improv-
ing consumers’ financial well-
being. 

“Americans know how to spend
money but they don’t necessarily
know how to save,” said Det-
weiler. “Financial knowledge is a
powerful asset. Consumers can
easily tuck away money for the
future, striking a balance between
spending money today and saving
for tomorrow.”

Detweiler offers these five tips
for saving money wisely:

1. Make it automatic. Set up
an automatic withdrawal from
your checking account to your sav-
ings account each month. It’s fine
to begin with a small amount, and
increase your savings as you get
in the habit over time.

2. Take advantage of programs
that help you build savings. There
are many programs that actually
help you save. For example, em-

ployers often will match your
401(k) contribution, and even
credit cards now offer saving in-
centives. The One from American
ExpressSM card contributes one
percent of every purchase into an
FDIC-insured high-yield savings
account so you can put away
funds for the future. Your savings
will grow each day because the
account earns a high annual per-
centage yield (APY), currently 3.5
percent. You can contribute extra
funds to your account to watch it
grow even faster. 

3. Save part of your windfalls.
If you get a tax refund, a bonus or
a raise, save a portion of it.

4. Get your family involved. If
you have children, let them help
you save money by clipping
coupons or cutting back on the elec-
tric bill. Allow them to keep some of
the savings and put the rest toward
a family goal, such as a vacation. 

5. Pay yourself. When you pay
off a bill, continue to deposit the
amount of your regular payment
into a savings or investment
account.

By following these tips, con-
sumers can save for future goals
such as buying a new home, book-
ing a vacation and retiring. Visit
www.amexone.com for more infor-
mation on how to save easily.

Survey Reveals Americans Stressed About Savings

(NAPSA)—This year marks the
20th anniversary of the Martin
Luther King national holiday. For
many Americans, the occasion
isn’t just a day off—it’s also a day
on—a day of service to honor Dr.
King’s legacy. On January 16, citi-
zens in every state will spend the
day tutoring children, building
homes, cleaning parks, painting
classrooms, delivering meals, and
performing countless other acts of
service. 

In 1994, Congress passed the
King Holiday and Service Act to
encourage Americans to volunteer
as an appropriate way to honor
the memory of Dr. King. At the
time of its passage, Coretta Scott
King said, “The greatest birthday
gift my husband could receive is if
people of all racial and ethnic
backgrounds celebrated the holi-
day by performing individual acts
of kindness through service to oth-
ers.” And each year since then,
hundreds of thousands of people
across the United States have
honored  Dr. King’s life and legacy
through community service. 

This year the holiday will be
made even more meaningful as
many remember the late civil
rights hero Rosa Parks. In 1955,
during the height of segregation
in America, Rosa Parks refused to
give up her seat on a public bus.
Her single act of civil disobedience
helped fuel an entire civil rights
movement and a new way of
thinking and behaving in the
United States. 

The King Holiday will also be a
time for millions to reflect on the
racial and social divides made
more apparent by Hurricane Kat-
rina. The storm exposed levels of
abject poverty that many did not

know still existed in America.  
“Service is a way to bridge

some of those differences and
build common bonds,” said David
Eisner, CEO of the Corporation
for National and Community Ser-
vice, which has led the effort to
transform the holiday into a day
of service. “It doesn’t matter if
you’re rich or poor,  young or old,
fully abled or not. As Dr. King
once said, ‘Everybody can be
great, because everybody can
serve.’ Everyone should take
advantage of the opportunity this
January 16 to demonstrate their
greatness.” 

The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day of Service is sponsored by the
Corporation for National and
Community Service, a federal
agency that administers Senior
Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn
and Serve America, and The King
Center. To learn how you can
become involved with projects in
your area or for help designing a
project, visit www.mlkday.gov. 

Martin Luther King Day Is Day Of Action

For hundreds of thousands, Mar-
tin Luther King Day is a day of
community service.

( N A P S A ) — H o m e o w n e r s
should make sure they under-
stand exactly what is covered in
their insurance policies, consider
budgeting for these situations,
and learn how to deal with the
most common home-related dam-
ages promptly and efficiently.
Keeping a list of emergency phone
numbers can help save time,
money and headaches. It’s a good
idea to include the number for a
restoration company for fire,
water or smoke damage like Ser-
viceMaster Clean. For informa-
tion about preventing, preparing
for and recovering from home-
related damages, visit
www.allabouthome.com. 

The daffodil color has been used
by designer Pasquale Natuzzi on
his Monte Carlo leather sofa and
loveseat. Featuring contrast stitch-
ing, the model is paired with a
striking swivel chair in a Mon-
drian “lemon-stripe” accent chair.
A new stylish sofa, motion chair,
daybed and ottomans are offered
in varying shades of green and
subtle fabrics, while the sofa and
chair feature leaf-green leather
with contrast stitching. For more
information on Natuzzi designs
and lines, visit www.natuzzi.com.

Personalize your guest room
and make it appealing to all five
senses. Indulge your guests by
bringing the luxury and opulence
of the finest hotels into your
home. For more information, go to
www.jcpenney.com.

Whether renovating or build-
ing, the right exterior siding can
help you cut home energy costs by
more than 20 percent. Indepen-
dent testing revealed that Dryvit
Exterior Insulation and Finish
Systems (EIFS) are far more
energy efficient than other com-
mon siding choices. Further,
Dryvit exteriors offer unmatched
design flexibility enhanced by a
line of stylish premium finishes.
For more information, visit
www.dryvit.com or call 800-
4DRYVIT.

At-home testing can empower
women by helping them under-
stand when they have entered
the next stage of their lives, so
they can then discuss the best
course of action with their health
care provider. The first FDA-
approved, over-the-counter me-
nopause indicator test is called
MenoCheck, from Synova Health-
care, Inc. For more information,

(NAPSA)—Smooth, creamy
Hass avocados offer health-con-
scious individuals a smart substi-
tute for spreads and dips typically
laden with cholesterol and satu-
rated fat. One of the only fruits
containing monounsaturated fats,
avocados can be used to help
manage the risk of cardiovascular
disease when eaten as part of an

overall lower-fat and calorie-con-
trolled diet. For information on
Del Monte Hass avocados, go to
www.freshdelmonte.com and for
information on how to enjoy the
recommended 5 cups of fruits and
vegetables needed each day visit
www.5aday.org.

(NAPSA)—A new series of
books gives parents tips on help-
ing their kids handle homework.
“CliffsNotes Parent’s Crash
Course to Elementary School Sci-
ence Fair Projects” (Wiley, $16.99)
helps parents and kids create
last-minute science masterpieces.
“CliffsNotes Parent’s Crash
Course to Elementary School

Math” (Wiley, $16.99) offers thor-
ough coverage of elementary
math topics ranging from integers
to decimals, percentages and pow-
ers. The books are available
wherever books are sold. 

The name Canada is derived
from kanata, a Huron word for
settlement.




