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(NAPSA)—Job cuts and a weak
economy are forcing many parents
to work multiple jobs at nontradi-
tional hours just to make ends
meet. For many, nine-to-five jobs
are a thing of the past and child
care hours have not adjusted to
meet this need.  

Child care is a top concern,
according to a recent YMCA of the
USA survey. The needs are great-
est among single parents and
those who don’t work nine-to-five:  

• More than 2 out of 3 parents
say they have no programs 
in their communities that 
offer extended-hour child care
programs

• 80 percent of single parents
and 78 percent of younger parents
(ages 18-34) are concerned about
child care costs

• 2 out of 3 parents want child
care to start at 5:00 a.m. and 1 in
4 parents are interested in late-
night programs  

• 1 in 3 parents are interested
in weekend care 

“Extended day care and infant
and toddler care have become top
concerns for 15 million families
who work nontraditional hours,”
said Cheryl Bachelder, president,
Colonel’s Kids® Board of Directors,
KFC Corporation president and
chief concept officer.  

Twenty-nine million children
under the age of 13 are in dire
need of child care and that
prompted KFC’s Colonel’s Kids to
partner with YMCA of the USA in
a multi-year child care partner-
ship. Colonel’s Kids will help
YMCAs, the country’s largest
provider of child care, support two
underdeveloped child care areas 

• extended hour care 
• infant and toddler care
Inspired by Colonel Harland

Sanders’ love for children and
commitment to family values,

KFC is one of the first corpora-
tions to address the child care
issue nationally. In the past two
years, participating restaurants
have raised more than $1 million
for Colonel’s Kids through in-store
fundraisers.  Beginning this
month, KFC is launching a new
fundraiser where a portion of pro-
ceeds from every Kids Laptop
Pack will be donated to Colonel’s
Kids. Funds will be distributed to
qualifying YMCA Child Care sites
nationwide later this month.  

“Together we can offer parents
a chance to provide their children
with the best care possible,” says
Kenneth L. Gladish, Ph.D., na-
tional executive director, YMCA of
the USA. “With the generous sup-
port of Colonel’s Kids, the YMCA
is working to provide innovative
programs that will help provide
parents not only quality child care
when and where they need it, but
peace of mind, as well.”

To help support Colonel’s Kids
and for more information about
YMCA Child Care, please contact
the Colonel’s Kids hotline at (800)
874-3273 or log on to www.colonels
kids.com or www.ymca.net. 

Nine-to-Five Child Care No Longer Suits 
Parents in Today’s 24-Hour Economy (NAPSA)—You may profit from

learning more about the most effi-
cient way to pay bills. 

Here are some reasons that
financial experts recommend
online bill paying:

1. Control your cash. You say
exactly when the money is
removed from your account and
how much.

2. Pay anyone in the U.S. You
can pay anyone you used to write
a check to—from your phone com-
pany to your babysitter.

3. Transfer funds. You can
transfer money online between
any of your checking, savings, or
brokerage accounts.

4. Privacy. With a reputable
service, your privacy is protected.
When you use a service such as
MSN Bill Pay, no one can access
your personal data. MSN does not
sell, rent or lease its customer
lists.

5. Security. Industry-standard
technologies and systems help
prevent unauthorized access to
your personal information.

6. Recurring automatic pay-
ments. Schedule bills that are
always the same amount to be
paid automatically each month
(such as your mortgage or car pay-
ment) and then forget about them.

7. Receive bills electronically.
Reduce the amount of mail in your
postal mailbox.

8. Improve record-keeping.
View all your bills in one place
and keep an electronic history.

9. Pay your bills even when
you’re away from home. If you’re
on vacation, a business trip or out
of the country, your bills are just a
click away.

10. Get adjusted real-time bal-
ances. That way you can see how
much money you really have as
you pay each bill.

11. Payments are guaranteed.
CheckFree Corporation, the bill
pay provider for MSN Bill Pay,
will bear the responsibility for any
late-payment-related charges (up
to $50) should a payment arrive

after its due date. 
12. Flexible plans. You can pick

a plan that’s right for you. MSN
Bill Pay, for example, has three
plans to choose from. 

13. Send e-mail online? Receive
and pay bills online too. Save time
by paying your bills while you’re
sending your e-mail. 

14. See your bill pay transac-
tions in Microsoft Money. With
Money 2003, you can use MSN
Bill Pay to pay your bills through
Money or on the Web site. And all
your bill pay transactions will
synchronize with your file. 

15. Pay all your bills in one
place. Do you write checks for
some bills, have automatic debits
for other bills, and pay still other
bills on biller Web sites? Consoli-
date your bill payment into just
one place. 

• With the purchase of Micro-
soft Money Deluxe 2003 personal
finance software, consumers get
one year of free bill pay through
MSN. 

• Subscribers to the MSN 8
Internet Access service can use
the MSN Money Plus personal
finance service to pay bills with
950 merchants online for no addi-
tional cost.

• MSN Money (money.msn.
com) offers consumers three
months of free bill pay.

For more information, visit
http://money.msn.com.

Top 15 Reasons To Pay Online Really Add Up

With online bill paying, you
can schedule payments to be
made when you know you’ll have
money in your account.

Tips On Financial 
First Aid

(NAPSA)—Well managed, con-
sumer credit can offer convenience
and contribute toward financial
stability. Mismanaged, it can cre-
ate a number of problems.

According to experts you may
be heading toward financial hot
water if you are:

• having difficulty making
even minimum payments on what
you owe;

• making payments late; or
• finding that more cash is

going out than coming in.
America’s Community Bankers

suggests contacting your lender at
the first sign of financial difficulty.
There are a number of ways a
lender can help put your financial
house in order, such as:

• modified loan terms;
• limited partial payments;
• debt consolidation loans; and
• financial counseling.
To learn more, visit the Web

site at www.americascommunity
bankers.com.

It’s a good idea to contact
your lender at the first sign of
financial difficulty.

The first crossword puzzle
appeared in the New York World
newspaper Dec. 21, 1913, trigger-
ing a worldwide crossword puz-
zle craze.

The Dog Museum in St. Louis,
Missouri, founded by The Kennel
Club, features paintings, sculp-
tures, and other works of art with
dogs in them.

(NAPSA)—The calendar isn’t
the only way to tell when it’s time
for a spring cleaning—sometimes
the nose knows too. Most houses
can use a scent-sational pick-me-
up with the change of season—
especially ones that have been
sealed up all winter to better
withstand the cold.

The good news is that reinvigo-
rating your home with a fresh
scent can be one of the least
expensive spring-cleaning jobs
there is. According to home econo-
mist Deborah Durham, all you
need are a few dryer sheets.

“I’m always searching for ways
to save time and money around the
home by using everyday products
in unexpected ways,” explains
Durham. She says Bounce Summer
Orchard sheets work well because
they provide a fresh floral scent,
highlighted “with a hint of citrus.”
Durham recommends dropping a
dryer sheet in an open envelope
and using it in the following places:

Closet
• When storing your winter

wardrobe, include a sheet
• Tuck individual sheets into

shoes and boots
• Keep a sheet in your gym bag

or suitcase
Entry Way

• Under the welcome mat
• In your umbrella stand
• Hang on individual coat

hangers
Bedrooms

• In a small vase on a shelf
• In a dresser drawer
• In the clothes hamper

Bathroom
• Inside the toilet paper roll
• Under the sink
• Beneath the fabric cover of a

toilet lid
Kitchen

• Under a cloth tablecloth
• Behind a wall calendar
• Near the garbage

Living Room
• Zipped inside a throw pillow
• Behind curtains
• Behind books on a shelf

Nursery
• In a diaper bag
• Under the changing table

pad
• Behind a chair cushion
Keep out of reach of toddlers

and pets to avoid accidental
ingestion.

For more tips visit the Web site
www.thebouncehouse.com.

A Spring Cleaning For The Senses

Clearing The Air—Leaving a
dryer sheet in a room can be an
inexpensive way to make it smell
fresh.

***
Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.

—Oscar Wilde
***

***
Shut out all of your past except that which will help you weather
your tomorrows.

—Sir William Osler
***

***
A man’s feet should be planted in his country, but his eyes should
survey the world.

—George Santayana
***




