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(NAPSA)—Whether you drive
an economy car, SUV or a sports
car, chances are your vehicle rep-
resents one of the largest pur-
chases you will make in your life-
time. Yet many drivers don’t give
a second thought to the type of
gasoline they put into their tanks,
even though using the right type
of fuel is an important aspect of
overall car care. 

To help you make an informed
decision the next time you pull up
to the pump, take the following
quiz to help separate fuel fact
from fuel fiction. 

1. Fact or Fiction? It doesn’t
matter what brand of gasoline you
use in your vehicle, because all
gasoline is about the same.

2. Fact or Fiction? All gasoline
contains additives, but that may
not be enough to keep an engine
clean and working properly. 

3. Fact or Fiction? The only
cars that benefit from premium
gasoline are high-performance
and luxury vehicles. 

4. Fact or Fiction? Your driving
habits and where you live can have
an impact on the grade of gasoline
you should use in your vehicle. 

Answers: 
1. FICTION—All gasolines are

not the same. Gasoline is com-
posed of two primary components
—the base fuel and the additive.
While on a regional basis the base
fuel may be similar between two
or more brands, the additive typi-
cally is different. According to sev-
eral automakers, additives with
more sophisticated and higher lev-
els of cleaning agents, such as the
proprietary additives used in all

Shell fuels, can help protect vehi-
cle engines from harmful carbon
deposits that are known to
decrease engine performance.

2. FACT—While all gasolines
should contain enough detergency
to meet minimum government
standards, not all automakers
believe the minimum detergency
standard is adequate. To raise the
bar on fuel quality and help vehi-
cle engines achieve optimal per-
formance and reduced emissions,
BMW, Honda, General Motors and
Toyota recommend filling up with
a gasoline that meets the TOP
TIER Detergent Gasoline stan-
dard. This new standard requires
added detergency above the mini-
mum government standards. For
example, all Shell fuels meet the
TOP TIER standard, and Shell V-
Power gasoline goes even further.
It has more than five times the
minimum amount of cleaning
agents required by government
standards, so it actively cleans for
better performance. 

3. FICTION—While the stereo-
type of high-performance engines

requiring premium gasoline is gen-
erally true, there are many excep-
tions. Different cars may require
different levels of octane, which is
the measurement of a gasoline’s
ability to resist engine knock—a
rattling or pinging sound that
results from uncontrolled combus-
tion in the engine. Whether you
drive a luxury sedan or an old
truck, the right level of octane
should help prevent engine knock
and help ensure optimal perfor-
mance. It may even help compen-
sate for minor mechanical issues
that are temporarily raising the
octane requirement of an engine.
To determine the appropriate
octane level or grade of gasoline for
your vehicle, be sure to check your
owner’s manual for the manufac-
turer’s recommendation. 

4. FACT—According to the
American Petroleum Institute, sev-
eral factors can have an effect on
how gasoline performs in your
engine, including driving habits,
the amount of miles on the vehicle’s
odometer, climate and geography.
For example, if your engine slightly
knocks during everyday driving but
now you’re hauling heavy loads,
you may want to choose a higher
octane grade of gasoline. In addi-
tion, octane requirements are gen-
erally lower in higher altitudes. So
if you live in a mountainous region,
the octane level of the gasoline you
purchase in your area has been
adjusted to compensate for the alti-
tude differences.

To learn more about gasoline
and the benefits of using high-qual-
ity Shell fuels, visit www.shell.com/
us/motorists. 

Gasoline Myths And Misconceptions:
A Quiz To Fuel Your Knowledge At The Gas Pump

(NAPSA)—From the Water-
melon Thump in Luling to the
Heritage Syrup Festival in Hen-
derson, the state of Texas offers
visitors a wide range of quirky fes-
tivals, each designed to entice and
entertain travelers. 

For instance, travelers can get a
taste of “Texican” culture, February
19-25, 2006, in Brownsville at the
Charro Days Fiesta, which cele-
brates the longtime friendship
between Brownsville and its sister
city, Matamoros, Mexico. Charro
Days is the oldest fiesta in the Rio
Grande Valley and features a tradi-
tional Mexican “pachanga” with
parades, dances and activities for
the entire family.

Travelers can also slither their
way to Sweetwater in early spring
to take in the World’s Largest Rat-
tlesnake Roundup, March 10-12,
2006. This unique event has
drawn the attention of 30,000 visi-
tors annually from all 50 states,
North and South America, Europe
and Asia.

If the beach is your destination,
plan to attend the Texas Sandfest in
Port Aransas April 7-9, 2006, and
watch master sculptors from across
the world compete by sculpting
incredible works of art out of sand.

Kick up your heels and cele-
brate Czech culture at the
National Polka Festival in Ennis,
May 26-28, 2006. Enjoy polka
dancing, Czech food, parades and
13 sensational live polka bands.

Celebrate 53 years of Thumpin'
at Luling’s Watermelon Thump, June
22-25, 2006. This four-day celebra-
tion features everyone's favorite
summer treat—watermelon. 

As fall rolls around, plan to
attend the Marfa Lights Festival,
September 1-3, 2006. This unique
festival celebrates the mysterious
lights that appear almost nightly
east of town.

Celebrate New Braunfel’s Ger-
man heritage at Wurstfest,
November 3-12, 2006. This 10-day
salute to sausages will feature a
variety of entertainment, food and
fun on the Wurstfest Grounds in
Landa Park. Wurstfest is one of
the top Oktoberfest celebrations
in the United States and attracts
thousands of sausage-hungry fes-
tival-goers annually. 

Sweeten your holiday pancakes
with syrup from the Heritage Syrup
Festival in Henderson, November
11, 2006. You will experience old-
time syrup making with mule power
while enjoying country music, clog-
gers, square dancers and more.

For more information on these
and all unique annual festivals in
Texas, visit www.traveltex.com.

Festivals Celebrate The Best And Wurst Of Texas

Celebrate the influence of
German culture in Texas at the
New Braunfels Wurstfest.
Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce.

(NAPSA)—Faced with rising
energy costs, many homeowners
are taking a closer look at ways
they can save energy.

Rising energy prices also pose a
challenge for the federal govern-
ment. For instance, an increase of
$1 per million Btu in natural gas
prices increases energy costs to
the government by an estimated
$130 million.

To help federal agencies meet
this challenge, a program of the
Department of Energy called the
Federal Energy Management Pro-
gram (FEMP) promotes the effi-
cient use of energy resources at
federal facilities through targeted
energy efficiency measures and
recognizing the efforts of federal
energy champions.

This winter, FEMP is deploying
teams of energy-savings experts to
conduct energy assessments at
federal facilities as part of a broad
strategy to reduce natural gas
consumption and improve energy
efficiency at these facilities.

The assessments provide op-
portunities for federal facilities to
significantly reduce energy use and
to cut energy costs. It’s expected
that 30 such assessments will be
conducted during fiscal year 2006.
Some of the simpler energy-conser-
vation recommendations made by
the expert teams might also be
helpful for consumers.

For example:
• Check boiler/furnace combus-

tion efficiency.
• Survey steam distribution

systems and steam traps for
proper operation.

• Check that hot water or
steam piping and system compo-
nent insulation is in good repair.

• Check outside air intake
dampers for proper operation.

• Switch off all unnecessary
lights and use natural lighting
when possible.

• Unplug equipment that can
drain energy even when not in
use, such as cell phone chargers,
coffeemakers or portable stereos.

• Replace furnace filters and
clean heating and cooling coils.

• Install a water-heater tank
insulating jacket and lower water
temperature consistent with hy-
giene requirements.

Recently, FEMP honored with
awards the efforts of 20 federal
government employees, teams and
organizations to increase energy
efficiency and the use of renew-
able energy. These awardees
saved more than $14 million in
energy costs last year through
their energy-efficiency improve-
ments and innovative strategies.

The federal government esti-
mates that it has reduced the
energy intensity (energy per
square foot) of its buildings by
almost 26 percent since 1985.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.eere.energy.gov/femp.

Federal Agencies Face Energy Challenge

The federal government is hitting
the mark with energy efficiency.
Its buildings have had an esti-
mated reduction in energy use of
almost 26 percent since 1985.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
retirement planning, if you
snooze, you lose—in more ways
than one.

If the debate over Social Secu-
rity reform has made anything
clear, it’s that each individual is
responsible for planning his or
her own retirement—and that
means investing enough money
to make a difference and paying
attention to what’s happening to
your money once it’s invested.
Avoid paralysis by analysis

Sitting on the sidelines and
thinking about increasing your
contribution to your retirement
plan is not the same as doing it.
Plus during all the time you are
thinking and not acting, you may
be missing out on the potential
benefits of long-term compounding. 

Let’s assume you earn $30,000
a year and defer 5 percent of your
salary, for a contribution of $1,500
a year to your retirement plan. If
you earned 8 percent a year on
that investment, you could have
$177,202 after 30 years. Not bad. 

While $177,202 is a sizeable
sum, look at what you could
accomplish if you had doubled the
contribution. Using the same
assumptions for an extra $1,500 a
year for 30 years, you could accu-
mulate a total of $354,404. 

However, waiting 10 years to
double your contributions could
result in missing out on $105,619
in accumulated contributions and
compounded earnings, based on the
assumed 8 percent annual return.
Taking action today is in an in-
vestor’s best interest over the long
term. 

Be a vigilant investor
Your investment time horizon

(how long you expect to keep the
money invested) is an important
factor when deciding how much
money to place in stock, bond
and money market funds.

There are no guarantees, but
exposure to a moderate mix of
stocks, bonds and cash would make
sense for most long-term investors.
Remember, when it comes to invest-
ing, you can’t just set it and forget
it. It’s important to periodically
evaluate the mix of investments in
your portfolio to make sure you are
getting the desired return. 

The experts at Diversified
Investment Advisors caution that
the value of an investment will
fluctuate with market conditions.
As such, you should consider your
ability to continue investing dur-
ing periods of low price levels. It’s
important to note, however, that
regular investing does not guaran-
tee a profit or protect against a
loss in a declining market. 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.divinvest.com.

Taking Control of Your Retirement Nest Egg

Thinking about increasing your
contribution to your retirement
plan is not the same as doing it.

(NAPSA)—The door is open a lot
wider for low-income seniors, fam-
ilies and people with disabilities to
find affordable housing thanks to
the response of a national charity.
From building new housing com-
munities for low-income seniors in
Middletown, Ohio, and Denver,
Colorado, to renovating a housing
community for low-income families

in Hayward, California, Volunteers
of America is moving aggressively
to combat the nation’s affordable
housing crisis. By creating new hous-
ing communities and preserving
existing affordable properties,
Volunteers of America’s goal is to
curb the growing number of seniors,
families, and people with disabili-
ties who are unable to afford a
decent and affordable place to live.




