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Special Ed Program
Promotes Diversity
(NAPSA)—By the year 2009,

it’s estimated 40 percent of stu-
dents in K-12 classrooms will be
from diverse cultural backgrounds. 

However, it is also estimated
that only 12 percent of their
teachers will reflect the same cul-
tural and linguistic diversity.

Educators and parents are par-
ticularly concerned about the
effect of this trend in the field of
special education. There, the need
to match students’ and teachers’
cultural and linguistic back-
grounds has been shown to be
critical to student success. 

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, through its Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP), is
addressing this issue by an initia-
tive called the Alliance Project.

The program helps colleges
and universities, whose minority
student population is greater
than 25 percent, get grants to
prepare students to be special
educators.

Alliance Project’s grant writing
assistance has enabled more than
192 special education preparation
programs to be up and operating
in 2000 alone. Over the past 10
years, colleges and universities
that prepare minority special edu-
cators have received over $23.5
million from OSEP.

To learn more, call the Na-
tional Clearinghouse for Profes-
sions in Special Education at 1-
800-641-7824 or visit the Web site
at www.special-ed-careers.net. 

OF EDUCATION
( N A P S A ) — I n c r e a s i n g l y,

investors who have a long-term
view toward building wealth are
looking at growth funds.

Growth funds tend to invest in
stocks of companies that have a
potential for revenue or earnings
increases. A fund that employs
this strategy and has a long per-
formance history is the $3.1 bil-
lion Kaufmann Fund, recently
acquired by Federated Investors,
Inc.

Federated Kaufmann Fund has
endured 15 years of market volatil-
ity and focuses on small and mid-
sized companies with a capital
appreciation objective. Remaining
buoyant in a turbulent market has
been the fund’s strength. What has
contributed to Federated Kauf-
mann Fund’s success so far? Hans
Utsch and Lawrence Auriana, the
fund’s managers since its inception
in 1986, focus their energies on
individual stock selection rather
than trying to predict the market’s
activity. 

Auriana and Utsch describe the
fund’s stocks as the “cream of the
crop.” They look for companies
that:

• are profitable,
• have superior management,
• offer a unique product,
• have long-term growth pro-

spects, and
• are considered leaders within

their sectors.
The investment managers are

not shy when it comes to research,
placing high value on face-to-face
meetings with a company’s man-
agement team before selecting it
for the fund.

Utsch and Auriana possess 70
years of combined investment expe-
rience, a consistent management
style, and now have access to Fed-

erated’s vast amount of resources.
This renowned fund, backed by a
world-class investment manager,
makes Federated Kaufmann Fund
seem an attractive pick for a long-
term investor’s portfolio. 

Founded in 1955, Federated
Investors, Inc. has grown to
become one of the nation’s largest
investment managers. It offers
investors a choice of 140 mutual
funds and manages more than
$163 billion in assets.

Small company stocks may be
less liquid and subject to greater
price volatility than large capital-
ization stocks. 

To learn more about Federated
Kaufmann Fund, ask for a
prospectus containing more com-
plete information from your
investment professional or call
Federated Investors at 1-800-341-
7400. Please read it carefully
before investing. Federated funds
are distributed by Federated Secu-
rities Corp. Visit the Web at
www.federatedinvestors.com or
call for current fund performance. 

Investing In Growth Funds

Growth funds invest in stocks
of companies that have a strong
potential for revenue or earnings
increases.

FOR INVESTORS

(NAPSA)—To educate and pre-
vent hepatitis among African-
Americans, the National Medical
Association is calling for universal
vaccination, increased education,
advocacy efforts and ongoing sur-
veillance and research. Hepatitis
is a serious and potentially fatal
liver disease.

“Hepatitis A, B and C are seri-
ous and often debilitating diseases
that have reached epidemic pro-
portions in the African-American
community,” said Dr. Lucille C.
Norville Perez, president of the
National Medical Association.
“Our goal is to partner with other
leading organizations to increase
education, prevention and access
to treatment to eradicate hepatitis
within the African-American com-
munity and beyond.”

According to Dr. Joan Buffing-
ton, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), it is esti-
mated that among adolescents,
African-Americans are three to
four times more likely than
Whites to have a hepatitis B infec-
tion. It is estimated that 1.25 mil-
lion Americans are chronically
infected with hepatitis B, which is
spread through infected blood or
body fluids, sexual contact, IV
drug use, contact sports, body
piercing and tattooing. 

Hepatitis A infects 180,000
Americans each year. It is spread
by fecal-oral route through close
person-to-person contact, or by
ingesting contaminated food or
water.

Hepatitis A and B are both pre-

ventable through vaccination.
Hepatitis C, the nation’s most com-
mon bloodborne infection, chroni-
cally affects an estimated three
million Americans. It is predomi-
nantly spread through contact
with infected blood and can result
in liver cancer, cirrhosis or failure.
Unlike hepatitis A and B, there is
no vaccination for hepatitis C. 

So that more African-American
youth and adults are aware of
their susceptibility to the hepati-
tis A, B, and C viruses, the
National Medical Association
released a consensus paper titled,
Promoting Prevention of Viral
Hepatitis in the African-American
Community.

More information about the
fight against hepatitis is available
by visiting www.nmanet.org. 

Progress In Fight Against Hepatitis

A leading African-American
doctors, group has issued guide-
lines to educate and prevent
hepatitis.

(NAPSA)—Her dedicated ser-
vice and compassion to animals
recently earned one young Shriners
Hospital for Children patient an
award for her selflessness.

The past couple of years has
been tough for Brooke Parks, a 9-
year-old Shriners Hospital patient
from Catlin, Ill. After two spine
surgeries including halo traction,
many would say she could proba-
bly be excused for taking some
time for herself.

But Brooke recently won an
award for selflessness presented
by the county animal shelter
where she volunteers two days a
week. Since Christmas, Brooke
has gone to the shelter to groom
and play with the dogs and cats.

“I have always loved animals
and always wanted to help with
them,” said Brooke, who recently
broke her arm while helping to
train her support dog, Abbey.
“When I grow up, I want to be
either a veterinarian or a vet
technician.”

Brooke says she was asked to
say a few words at the shelter ’s
annual dinner, but was taken
totally by surprise when she was
given a plaque by shelter staff
members. The plaque reads that
Brooke was recognized “for her
dedicated service and compassion
to the animals and the Vermillion
County Animal Shelter.”

Brooke’s mother, Dawn Parks,
says the treatment her daughter
has received at the St. Louis
Shriners Hospital has made a
tremendous difference in the
quality of her daughter ’s life. The
surgeries, bracing and therapy
Brooke has received at the hospi-
tal allowed her to pursue the
dream of helping animals.

“I ’m just so proud of her,”
Dawn says. “There are days that I

don’t want to go to the shelter, but
Brooke is very dedicated to it.”

For more information on
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and serv-
ices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to: Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607, or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 without regard to race, reli-
gion or relationship to a Shriner.

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States, or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada.

Shriners Hospital Patient Volunteers To Help Animals

The treatment that Brooke Parks
receives at a Shriners Hospital
has made it possible for her to
help others.

by John Addison
(NAPSA)—From Wall Street

whiz kids to your neighbor ’s
nephew, we live in a time when it
seems everyone has a can’t-miss
investment tip.

Unfortunately, it’s not uncom-
mon for today’s tip
in tech stocks to
become tomorrow’s
financial tragedy.

One way to avoid
the problems that
can come with chas-
ing the next “sure
thing” is to use the
same approach to

investing that large institutions,
such as universities or hospitals
do—mutual funds.

Investing through a mutual
fund can offer an individual
investor a number of significant
benefits.

• Professional asset manage-
ment. Few people have the time,
training or temperament to man-
age their own investments. A
mutual fund can offer the guid-
ance of a full-time professional
who is responsible for monitoring
the fund and deciding when to
buy, sell or switch securities in a
way that maintains the fund ’s
investment objectives.

• Diversification. Investing all
of your money in one or two stocks
can be risky. Investing in a
mutual fund can reduce this kind
of risk by investing in a variety of
companies or industries. Some
funds place a self-imposed limit of
five percent on the percentage of
the fund ’s assets that can be
invested in any one security.

• Liquidity. One of the more
significant benefits offered by
mutual funds is liquidity—the

ability to quickly convert your
investment to cash.

This is much different from
fixed income products, such as
CDs, which can tie up an in-
vestor’s funds for years.

• Tax reporting. A fund will
track and inform you of your
income and capital gains tax
obligations.

• A choice of objective. What-
ever your temperament and finan-
cial goals, there is probably a
mutual fund for you. Whether you
are looking for a stable fund that
will provide a steady stream of
income or an international equity
fund that offers higher risks and
the potential of higher returns,
there is a fund that will meet your
needs.

• Retirement friendly. Since
both IRAs and mutual funds focus
on long term objectives, many
investors deposit one or more
funds in their IRA or 401(k)
account. As of 2000, mutual funds
accounted for 46 percent of the
$2.7 trillion IRA market.

Professional management, liq-
uidity, diversification and the
opportunity for returns in excess
of ten percent. With benefits such
as these, who needs the next “sure
thing?”

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t s  a t
Primerica have created a guide
that shows you how to take con-
trol of your financial life. To get a
copy of How Money Works: Secrets
To Financial Success, write to
Primerica, 3120 Breckenridge
Blvd., Duluth, GA 30009, ATT:
Corporate Relations, or call 770-
564-6329.

Mr. Addison is Co-CEO and
President of Primerica, a sub-
sidiary of Citigroup, Inc.

Are Mutual Funds Right For You?

Addison

(NAPSA)—It ’s important to
factor in individual skin type
and geographic location when
adapting your skin care regimen
for winter, say the experts. If
your skin is dry, you’ll be more
prone to suffering the effects of
harsh weather, especially if you
live in colder climates. Mature
women with dry skin will espe-
cially need heightened moistur-
ization during winter months; try
L’Oréal Age Perfect.

Your wedding day is a smile
marathon, so your teeth should
be ready to go. To get them a
gleaming white that matches
your dress,  try Crest
Whitestrips—the ultimate bridal
beauty secret—and have a
noticeably whiter smile in just
two weeks. How it works is sim-
ple: the system uses clear, flexi-
ble strips coated with a whiten-
ing gel that sticks to your teeth.
They are worn twice a day for 30
minutes at a time and can help
whiten smiles as you put the fin-
ishing touches on your wedding.
They’re so easy to use, you can
even wear them during fittings
and appointments.


