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(NAPSA)—A cynic, when asked
the difference between an optimist
and a pessimist, responds, “The
pessimist knows more.” Not neces-
sarily, say experts on economics.

“Investors are currently facing
one of the most chaotic markets of
this century,” said Duncan W.
Richardson, Chief Equity Strate-
gist of Eaton Vance Management.
“The existing pre-attack economic
uncertainty has been magnified
over the last month and we have
new concerns about our physical
safety and jobs. Now is the time
for our minds, not our moods to
drive our investment decisions. If
we step back from the tragic
events of September 11th and
view the underpinnings of our
stock market, many positives
emerge.”

The Fed has lowered rates
faster and to a greater degree than
in any point in its history, including
the 1987 crash and the Long Term
Capital debacle. Stimulus is in the
pipeline, there is room for further
actions and the Fed appears ready
to do whatever is necessary to res-
cue the economy. This is extremely
positive for stocks.

A previously divided partisan
government has united in the
wake of the September 11th disas-
ter in a way America hasn’t since
Pearl Harbor. Congress so far has
given the President the money he
seeks. Security forces will be built
up, infrastructures will be re-
paired, and the transportation
system will be bailed out. While
potentially inflationary, inflation
is well down on our worry list.
This short-term increase in gov-
ernment spending should be stim-
ulative to the economy while off-
setting some of the slowdown in
the consumer.

This crisis has occurred well
along in a bear market whose
duration and decline had already
reached or exceeded most histori-
cal precedents. Risk taking over
the past 18 months has been
unrewarding, to put it mildly.

While downturns are always part
of the equity experience, few were
prepared for the speed and sever-
ity of the decline of the specula-
tive bubble created in the late
‘90s. Valuation levels are increas-
ingly attractive across many mar-
ket sectors, and sentiment and
technical measures were already
approaching bearish extremes.

Today there is over $2.2 trillion
sitting in short-term instruments,

yielding approximately three per-
cent. A three percent rate of
return in a taxable account means
that after taxes and inflation,
investors are losing money. Sooner
or later much of this money will
move to the equity markets from
which it fled over the last 18
months. This is extremely posi-
tive for stocks.

“In our mind, with all of these
positives, the probability for suc-
cessful equity market participa-
tion is high,” stated Mr. Richard-
son. “Optimists armed with a
realistic plan for taking market
risks should be well rewarded. To
take advantage of today’s market,
sit down with your advisor and
put together a written investment
plan based on realistic goals and
time horizon—three to five years
is a minimum. Reposition your
assets in accordance with that
plan. Take losses where appropri-
ate to offset future gains. Tax
planning now can save taxes in
the future. Remember, rash, emo-
tionally driven investment deci-
sions on asset allocation, sectors
and individual stocks generally
prove to be wrong.”

“Successful investment comes
from properly assessing risks and
rewards,”  he continued. “Our
mood remains anxious but our
mind knows the market will
anticipate an economic recovery
well before the news headlines
are positive. The rewards from
equities may not approach the
tremendous returns over the last
20 years, but we believe they will
be superior to most other asset
alternatives.”

Eaton Vance Management, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Eaton
Vance Corp., and its affiliates
manage over $50 billion (as of
September 30, 2001) in assets for
more than 70 mutual funds, indi-
viduals and various institutional
accounts, including those of corpo-
rations, hospitals, retirement
plans, universities, foundations
and trusts. 
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(NAPSA)—Holidays are always
a fun time of year, whether it’s
Memorial Day, Halloween, Thanks-
giving or the winter holidays. For
many families, holidays also signal
increased spending at the super-
market, for everything from tradi-
tional meal preparations to festive
decorations. Consumers faced with
rising costs and the current eco-
nomic downturn, however, are look-
ing to lower, not increase, super-
market bills. 

Phil Lempert, a.k.a. the “Super-
market Guru®,” recommends a
tried-and-true solution for lowering
supermarket bills and staying on
budget—coupons.

“Coupons are easier than ever
now that they can be ‘clipped’ right
from the Internet,” says the Super-
market Guru. “It’s a smart option
for the holidays, in particular, when
we simply don’t have the time it
takes to clip and organize coupons
properly. With the Internet, a quick
visit to a couponing Web site, such
as www.valupage.com, could mean
up to $40 in savings per week for
one’s family.”

The Supermarket Guru also
suggests that savings should
become a family affair, with overex-
tended parents tapping into their
own resources—namely, their
kids—for help with couponing.

Here are the Supermarket
Guru’s “Top 5” tips for getting kids
involved with household couponing:

• Coupon Organizing:  Give
the coupon drawer to the kids to
organize, alphabetize and update.
Kids could even make their own
coupon organizer, using colorful
materials that match the décor of
the season. 

• Incentive Programs:  Parents
can develop a creative incentive
program for kids who help fami-
lies in coupon savings. 

For example, allocate the sum
of any weekly coupon savings into
a holiday bank account. By allow-
ing kids to use these funds for hol-
iday shopping, parents are re-
warding their children and
encouraging them to continue

contributing to the household,
while teaching them the value of
money in the process.

• Earn Web Bucks®:  By logging
onto and using www.valupage.com
each week, kids can earn cash
rewards at the supermarket called
Web Bucks. 

These can be used like cash to
purchase anything they desire at
the next supermarket shopping trip
(e.g., Halloween candy, favorite
cereal, their choice of stocking
stuffers, etc.). 

• Inventory Tracking:  Kids
could monitor those household
items that get used most often
such as toilet paper and soda, and
alert parents when the levels get
low so that they know which
coupons to clip for that week. 

• Savings Spreadsheet:  Older
kids can design a computer
spreadsheet that tracks the money
the family saves with coupons
each week, month, or year.

Here’s how you can save up to
$40 a week at the supermarket. Sim-
ply log onto www.valupage.com,
enter your zip code and supermar-
ket of choice, and print your Valu-
Page® offers. Purchase any of the
offers and present your printed
ValuPage to the cashier at check-
out. Receive cash rewards called
Web Bucks, which can be used
like cash during the next visit to
that supermarket. 

For more information on
supermarket savings tips, visit
www.supermarketguru.com.

Supermarket Savings At The Checkout

Holiday savings is a family
affair with ValuPage.com.

(NAPSA)—Controlling the air
quality in your home may be good
for more than just your health—it
may preserve your furniture as
well.

Chairs, tables, pianos, floors
and other wooden household fur-
nishings are all sensitive to the
amount of humidity in the air.

“Dry air affects all wood fur-
nishings,” says Sean McCarthy,
director of the Aprilaire® Center
for Indoor Air Comfort. “Very dry
air can promote warping or split-
ting and it can stress paint and
finishes.”

Too much humidity at some
times and too much dry air at oth-
ers is even more harmful.

“Variations in humidity from
season to season cause tremen-
dous stress on wood furnishings,”
explains McCarthy. “Excessive
humidity can cause doors and
drawers to bind and stick.”

To help protect their furnish-
ings, many homeowners use an
automatic, whole house humidifier.

An automatic humidifier is part
of your heating and cooling system.
McCarthy’s company makes one
that is computer equipped to mea-

sure the outdoor temperature and
indoor humidity more than 86,000
times a day.

It continuously adjusts a home’s
humidity, keeping moisture at opti-
mum levels of between 35 and 50
percent.

To learn more, visit www.april
aire.com.

Keeping Wood Furnishings Like New

Controlling humidity levels in
a house can help protect home-
owners’ wood furnishings.

(NAPSA)—Tennis stars Venus
and Serena Williams have teamed
up with Doublemint Gum to
reward distinctive contributions
young people make on campus
and in communities. The grant
program, called the Doublemint
Aces for Campus Excellence
(A.C.E.), puts 18-25-year-old col-
lege students and student service
organizations in center court, pro-
viding them with the opportunity
to showcase their approach to
making a positive difference in
their communities. Applications
are available now at www.double
mint.com. 

When discussing the after-
effects of the September 11 terror-
ist attacks and all that followed,
KidsPeace, the children’s crisis
charity, suggests that parents let
children express their concerns
and fears, that parents reassure
children of their safety and secu-
rity and that parents limit the
amount of media younger children
are exposed to. KidsPeace is dedi-
cated to helping give kids the con-
fidence, skills and resources to

overcome crisis, including trau-
mas, depression and the stresses
of modern life. For more informa-
tion, visit www.kidspeace.org. For
information for teens, visit
www.teencentral.net.

The 2001 Electronic Policies
and Practices Survey from 
the American Management Associ-
ation, U.S. News & World Report,
and The ePolicy Institute,
www.epolicyinstitute.com shows
employers are aware of dangers in
workplace computer use and are
acting to reduce electronic liabili-
ties. View full survey results at
www.ePolicyInstitute.com.

100,000 people are employed
in the Christmas tree industry.

***
Whenever you are to do a thing,
though it can never be known
but to yourself, ask yourself how
you would act were the whole
world looking at you, and act
accordingly.

—Thomas Jefferson
***


