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(NAPSA)—Over 15 million U.S. 
households rely on private, household 
wells for drinking water, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reports. 

If your family is ever among them, 
you should know how to protect your 
water quality. Two of the most impor
tant considerations are a proper well 
cap and plugging any abandoned wells 
on your property, advises the National 
Ground Water Association.

Why Cap A Well
If an active water well is not capped 

properly—or if an abandoned well is 
not plugged properly—it can be a direct 
pathway for contamination from above 
the ground to groundwater used by well 
owners for drinking.

Private well owners are responsible 
for making sure their wells are proper-
ly capped and any abandoned wells on 
their property are properly plugged.

What makes for a properly capped 
water well? Not just any covering will 
do on top of the well casing, that vertical 
pipe that extends above the ground in a 
water well. A proper well cap should: 
•	Be bolted or locked, so it cannot be 

easily removed
•	Have a rubber seal to prevent anything 

from infiltrating the well where the cap 
is joined to the well casing

•	Be in good condition.
A well cap that lacks a rubber seal or 

is cracked or otherwise broken can allow 
bugs, vermin, bacteria or other types of 
contaminants above the ground surface 
into the well, while even a tight-fitting 
well cap that is not bolted or locked can 
be jarred loose or removed by someone 
other than the well owner. 

Well caps should be installed by a 
water well system professional and any 
well cap maintenance or replacement 
should be done by a professional. Also, 
a well system should be disinfected 
when a well cap is installed, repaired or 
replaced.

How To Plug An Abandoned Well 
It can sometimes be a challenge to 

find abandoned wells on your property. 
Some abandoned wells are less obvious 
than others. Look for:
•	Pipes sticking out of the ground
•	Small buildings that may have been 

well houses

•	Depressions in the ground
•	Concrete vaults or pits
•	Out-of-use windmills
•	Additions to an old home that might 

cover up an abandoned well.
Old, abandoned wells can also be 

found by consulting your neighbors and 
old maps, property plans or property ti-
tle documents. A water well system pro-
fessional may do additional checking—
including a records check—for more 
information about abandoned wells.

To properly plug an abandoned well, 
the professional should:

1.	Remove all material from the well 
that may hinder proper plugging

2.	Disinfect the well
3.	Use a specialized grout that both 

keeps surface water from working its 
way into the borehole and prevents wa-
ter from different levels in the subsur-
face from mixing.

How Much Will It Cost?
This depends on several factors in-

cluding the depth and diameter of the 
well, the geology of the area and the 
well’s accessibility and condition.

Learn More
Visit www.WellOwner.org for fur-

ther information about protecting 
groundwater and water well mainte-
nance. There, you’ll find:
•	Webpages on well maintenance and 

groundwater protection
•	Online lessons and webinars
•	A well owner app and corresponding 

online well owner’s manual
•	Access to a monthly Private Well 

Owner Tip Sheet. 
These resources and more have been 

underwritten by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in cooperation with the 
Rural Community Assistance Partnership. 

Two Keys To Protecting Water Wells 
From Contamination

Leaving an abandoned well un-
capped could cause a “hole” lot of 
trouble for homeowners.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to per-
sonal finance, many people seem to be 
working tirelessly toward financial free-
dom and making only small strides—
but a fresh mind-set can help. 

So more people can achieve this, 
there’s a CD series from self-made mil-
lionaire and master motivator Wesley 
Virgin called “The Million Dollar Blue-
print—Unrevealed Secrets of a Million-
aire Mind.” 

What You Get
It offers techniques intended to 

transform your outlook and install new 
beliefs so your wealth and prosperity 
goals and desires can be attained faster. 
This includes what established million-
aires and billionaires do on a monthly 
basis to “keep the money train moving 

in their favor,” resetting your relation-
ship with money to that of a wealthy 
person (regardless of what’s current-
ly in your bank account), eliminating 
“wealth destroyers,” learning the value 
of having a “millionaire mentor” in your 
life (and how to attract one), using body 
language to your favor, gaining the con-
fidence and assurance needed to realize 
high-caliber success in a relatively short 
time frame, and pushing past your com-
fort zone to see and capitalize on new 
opportunities, among other tips and 
techniques. 

In an entertaining and informative 
way, the series promotes the power of 
positive thinking and taking control of 
your own destiny, in tandem with tech-
niques gleaned from real millionaires 
and billionaires. 

Learn More 
For further facts and to order the 

CDs, go to www.WesleyVirgin.com.

Money Matters

While money doesn’t grow on trees, 
learning how the wealthy think can 
help you take control of your own 
financial destiny.

(NAPSA)—Research shows that stu-
dents tend to earn higher grades, have 
better attendance, are more motivated 
and less likely to drop out when their 
families are involved in their education.

If you’re the parent or relative of a 
young man about to become 18 years 
old, there’s one thing you can do that will 
help him throughout his life—make sure 
he registers with the Selective Service to 
remain eligible for student financial aid.

Why is registration so important?
Because it’s the key to a number of 

doors leading to a better future, and it’s 
one of the easiest things a man can do to 
keep control of his life.

But if a man misses the cutoff and 
doesn’t register before he reaches 26, the 
doors to receiving the valuable benefits 
linked to the registration requirement 
may be closed forever. 

Did you know?
•	Failure to register is a violation of the 

law and could carry hefty fines. The 
good news is that the Department of 
Justice is not prosecuting at this time, 
but the law remains on the books and 
could be punishable up to a felony.

•	Registration is also a man’s civic and 
patriotic duty. When a male registers 
he shows his national pride and com-
mitment to stand in support of our 
country and the all-volunteer military.

•	Registration helps ensure that any fu-
ture draft is fair and equitable.

•	Finally, registration is required to be 
eligible for a number of valuable bene-
fits. They are:

–	Eligibility for many college loans, 
grants and scholarships

–	Work-Study and Guaranteed Student 
PLUS Loans

–	Federal job training programs
–	Millions of jobs, including all federal 

jobs, Postal Service jobs, many state 
jobs, and an increasing number of 
contractor jobs

–	In most states you must register when 
you go to get a driver’s license

–	If a male immigrant (documented or 
undocumented) fails to register, he 
may be denied citizenship until he is 
31 years old.

Fortunately, registration with the 
Selective Service is supereasy. 
• 	Just go online to www.sss.gov and 

register. 
•	See your high school counselor or 

principal.
•	Pick up a form in any post office and 

mail it in.
•	Check the “Register me” box when ap-

plying for financial aid on your FAFSA 
form.

Learn More:
For further information, visit www.

sss.gov or, to speak to someone about 
registration, call (888) 655-1825.

Remember, 45 seconds online can 
save you 45 years of headaches and 
heartaches.

How To Help Your Young Man Succeed

Whatever your kids want to do when 
they grow up, there are steps you 
can take now to help them get there.




