The Importance of a Bachelors Degree

Job Security, Higher Income
Two Benefits Of A College Degree, Experts Say

(NAPSA)—Whether you're
searching for a new job or moving
up in your current career, a num-
ber of professions require a mini-
mum of a bachelor’s degree. Most
career analysts and experts agree
that a bachelor’s degree is a key
asset that can offer professionals
many advantages.

Yet, according to the Lumina
Foundation, less than 40 percent
of working-age Americans have a
college degree. Many people
today are choosing to forgo a col-
lege education and enter the
workforce.

Dr. Elena Mastors, dean of fac-
ulty at University of Phoenix Col-
lege of Humanities and Sciences,
says a bachelor’s degree has five
primary benefits:

1.1t aids in the job search.
When job candidates have equal
qualifications, an employer is
often more likely to choose the
person with a college degree. In
addition, even in a job where a
college degree is not relevant,
employers are more likely to
choose college graduates.

2.1t solidifies job security.
Unemployment is lower for col-
lege graduates than it is for those
who have completed some college
or who ended their education with
a high school diploma.

3.1t helps secure a higher
starting salary—with salary
increases throughout a career.
Workers with a bachelor’s degree
tend to earn more at the same posi-
tions than workers without a
degree. For example, secretaries,
police officers, construction workers,
plumbers and retail salespeople
with bachelor’s degrees all earn
more than those without. This is
often because employers view work-
ers with a degree as more valuable
or more skilled.

4.1t benefits rapidly expand-
ing job fields. Many professions,
such as writing, technically ori-
ented fields, and science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) are evolving rapidly. To
keep their positions, workers are

Flexible online offerings can
make earning a degree possible.
Nearly all college grads say their
degree was “worth it.”

expected to adjust and change with
the times. As a result, college grad-
uates may have the advantage
when it comes to adapting to a
changing workforce.

5.1t helps students hone
and refine lifelong skills. Criti-
cal and creative thinking, collabo-
ration, communication and know-
ing how to use information are
valued skills in any career regard-
less of college major.

According to Pew Research
Center, 83 percent of college grads
say their degree was “worth it.”

Where To Get A Degree

While many people feel they
don’t have the time or flexibility
in their schedules to attend
classes, flexible online offerings
from schools such as University
of Phoenix can make earning a
degree possible. University of
Phoenix has a number of under-
graduate degree offerings that
students can pursue on their own
time.

Learn More

For more information about
University of Phoenix degree
offerings, visit www.phoenix.edu/
degrees/undergraduate.html.





