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(NAPSA)—The conversation
around fuels, technology and con-
servation can sometimes get con-
fusing. It doesn’t matter if you are
running a motorcycle, watercraft,
snowmobile, outdoor power equip-
ment or a car—trying to balance
the need to keep your engines
running well with a concern for
the environment can sometimes
get complicated.

To help, here are some points to
consider:

For starters, remember that
most gasoline contains up to 10
percent ethanol, a type of alcohol
that is renewable and blended
with gasoline to help reduce ex-
haust emissions and our de-
pendency on fossil fuels.

However, ethanol is also a sol-
vent and ethanol-blended fuels,
such as E10, can remove accumu-
lated fuel tank debris, which can
enter the fuel system and engine.
Ethanol can affect fuel system
components. It contains sulfate
salts that corrode fuel system
metals, and its solvent properties
can cause hoses and gaskets in
engines to shrink or become brit-
tle over time.

Also, moisture is in the atmo-
sphere and ethanol attracts mois-
ture. If the amount of water
absorbed into the fuel reaches just
0.5 percent of the total content, the
ethanol/water mix can settle to the
bottom of the fuel tank, where it
can be ingested into an engine.
This is called phase separation and
it can prevent an engine from run-
ning properly or at all.

Also, it’s important to remem-
ber that gasoline has a short shelf
life of about 30 to 90 days. Over
time, the fuel can degrade and

become a contaminant. All this
can lead to engine damage.
How To Avoid Ethanol-Related

Engine Problems
The good news, according to

Steve Friedrich with Yamaha
Motor Corporation, U.S.A., is
there are some practical solutions.
First, buy fuel from a name-brand,
reputable source and always try to
buy from the same place. Avoid
fueling when the station is taking
delivery from a tanker. Hundreds
of gallons of gas dumped into the
tanks will stir up sediment that
can end up in your fuel system.

Finally, regularly use a fuel sta-
bilizer and other fuel additives that
are formulated to help address
these ethanol-related issues, and
use it with anything that runs on
gas like a motorcycle or ATV, yard
equipment or cars and watercraft.

For example, two new products,
Fuel Med RX and Engine Med RX,
have metal corrosion inhibitors
that help protect engines from the
effects of using fuels with ethanol.
Both are sold at Yamaha dealer-
ships nationwide.

For additional information, go
to www.yamalube.com.

Ethanol-Blended Fuel And Your Engine

shipping rates to customers.

Sources: 2013 USPS Commercial Based Pricing Tables, 2013 FedEx Service Guide, 2013
UPS Standard List Rates, FedEx and UPS published fuel charges for January 2013.

(NAPSA)—“Each year, there
are over 25 million free credit
reports provided to consumers,”
said Stuart K. Pratt, president
and CEO of the Consumer Data
Industry Association. Consumers
can get a free credit report from
the nationwide credit bureaus,
Equifax, Experian and Trans-
Union, annually at www.annual
creditreport.com.

* * *
Two of the more popular trucks

on the monster truck circuit are
Raminator and Rammunition. To
find out when these iconic Ram
Truck brand-sponsored monster
trucks are coming to your town,
you can visit www.raminator.com.
To learn more about Ram Trucks,
visit www.ramtrucks.com.

* * *
4-H National Youth Science

Day (NYSD) is the premier
national rallying event for year-
round 4-H science programming.
For more information about 4-H
National Youth Science Day, go to
www.4-H.org/NYSD. For more
information about 4-H programs,
go to www.4-H.org.

While there may be benefits to
using fuel that contains ethanol,
there are also some challenges.
Some experts recommend add-
ing a fuel stabilizer.

(NAPSA)—It’s summertime
and the driving is easy. At least it
should be, and fun too, especially
with millions of vacation-hungry
drivers preparing for the great
American getaway, the annual
summer road trip.

Road warriors be warned,
though: Hitting the highway for a
long haul could turn fun into glum.
Typical scenarios include the kids
getting bored and antsy (“Are we
there yet?” sound familiar?), the
car/van/SUV is not exactly comfy
(too hot, rough ride, etc.), you’re
burning through fuel faster than
your bank account can keep up,
and/or you’re simply directionally
challenged (“Uh, honey, are we
supposed to be in Texas?”).

So before you round up the
family and friends and head
toward the national park, theme
park or a relative’s house a few
states away, best to make sure
your vehicle’s really ready to roll.
“You want to first make a check-
list of the essentials,” says Peter
MacGillivray, vice president of
events and communication for the
Specialty Equipment Market
Association (SEMA), an automo-
tive trade organization with
6,500-plus member companies.
“The list should include things

like getting your air conditioner
serviced, checking the battery for
corrosion, testing wiper blades (it
might be time to change them),
making sure the tires are properly
inflated and aligned correctly,
inspecting hoses and belts for
cracks, and replacing all fluids:
oil, transmission, brake, power
steering, coolant, etc. That’s a
good start.”

The finishing touch, MacGil-
livray says, is to look into the bevy
of cool automotive aftermarket
products designed to enhance the
road trip ride and the daily drive.

“SEMA-member companies have
been making innovative appear-
ance, performance, comfort, conve-
nience, fuel-saving and technology
products for passenger and recre-
ational vehicles for more than 50
years.”
Consumers can find these prod-

ucts and more at www.enjoythe
drive.com.
For a summer road trip, Mac-

Gillivray offered some suggestions:
• Beat the heat: There are

tons of products designed to keep
drivers cool and comfortable for the
long, hot ride. They include window
tinting and seat coolers. There’s
even an app to tell you which side
of the car the sun will be shining on
during your vacation journey.
• Getting there: There’s noth-

ing worse than being lost, espe-
cially after a long day’s drive with
impatient kids about to explode.
Be prepared with a GPS-equipped
smartphone, along with a docking
station and Bluetooth devices to
ensure you’re able to use it hands-
free.

• Fuel for thought: With a
tank of gas costing as much as a
motel room, any way to squeeze
more miles out per gallon is a wel-
come relief. An easy and inexpen-
sive way to improve your gas
mileage is by replacing your old
paper/cotton air filter with a new
performance-type air filter.
Another product that may help to
save on fuel costs is “low roll resis-
tance” tires.
• Creature comforts: Keep

your passengers happy—espe-
cially the young and restless ones
—with boredom-controlling tech-
nology devices such as TV screens
mounted in the seats and/or dash,
good for hours of video game play-
ing and movie-watching fun.
“If you’re going to be on the

road a good amount of time, prod-
ucts like these can really make a
difference,” says MacGillivray.
“They can be found almost every-
where, from specialty shops to
auto retailers to big box stores.
And like everything else, they are
also sold online.”

Drive On: Tips To Make Your Vehicle Road Trip Ready

A few accessories for your car can make your next road trip more fun.

(NAPSA)—Finding the most
efficient and cost-effective way to
ship a product can be a big chal-
lenge when someone is trying to
start or grow a small business.
Fortunately, instead of labeling

and shipping packages by hand,
many savvy business people have
turned to innovative technology
that has automated much of the
labeling, printing and shipping
process.
The shipping specialists at

Endicia, a company that develops
electronic postage solutions, offer
the following advice:

•Find The Right Shipping
Mix For Your Business
“While using only one carrier

may seem like a simple solution,
it may not be the most cost-effec-
tive one,” says Dr. Harry White-
house, CTO of Endicia, the leader
in solutions for eCommerce ship-
ping. “Taking the time to identify
the right shipping mix, including
the right fit for B2C shipments,
could not only save you money,
but may also allow you to offer
more attractive shipping rates to
customers.”
•Check Your Weight
“Weight is one of the most

important factors in determining a
shipping carrier—it is also one of
the most overlooked. Generally
speaking, the United States Postal
Service (USPS) offers the best
value for parcels weighing less
than 5 pounds. Also, if you sell
items that weigh less than 13
ounces, like socks, beauty products
or certain office supplies, USPS
First-Class Package Service rates
could save you several dollars.”

•Evaluate Surcharges
“Unfortunately, base shipping

rates can be far from the final rate
you’re actually charged with some
carriers,” warns Whitehouse.
“Additional fees such as residen-
tial delivery surcharges, fuel sur-
charges, rural delivery surcharges
and Saturday delivery surcharges
can add up quickly and subtract
from your bottom line. It is imper-
ative that business owners dou-
ble-check their invoices to make
sure they know how much ship-
ping really costs.”
•Reach More Customers
“While it’s true that shipping

internationally and shipping to
APO/FPO/DPO addresses require
customs forms, it isn’t true that
these shipping processes have to
be frustrating, time consuming
and expensive. Endicia stream-
lines the operation by automati-
cally identifying and filling out
customs forms, allowing busi-
nesses to expand their global foot-
print with ease.”
To learn more about saving on

shipping, visit www.endicia.com.

Helping Small Businesses Save On Shipping

Priority Mail vs. Ground Service
B2C Shipment (Residential Delivery)

1-lb. Package Across 8 Zones
(e.g., Seattle, WA to Atlanta, GA)

Charge USPS FedEx UPS

Base Charge $6.51 $7.21 $7.21

Fuel Surcharge $0.00 $0.54 $0.50

Residential Surcharge $0.00 $3.12 $3.20

Total Cost $6.51 $10.87 $10.91

Being able to identify the right
mix of shipping services may
save your company money and
allow you to offer more attractive

(NAPSA)—Good news for many
new parents who’d like to get and
stay fit: You can still get out for
your daily run, bike ride or stroll
—and bringing your baby along
can make it much more fun.
It’s done with the help of a

multipurpose child transporter.
Safer and sturdier than tradi-
tional strollers, they’re specially
designed so you can run while
pushing or pulling one and your
child is secure and comfortable.
Some are even made to work with
skiers and cyclists.

Pointers for
Perambulating Parents
Here are a few hints on how to

make the most of your outing.
•Before you set out, it’s wise

to make sure your stroller is prop-
erly packed. Bring diapers, wipes,
water (for you and your child),
extra sweaters, snacks and a toy
or two.

•Watch the weather.
Remember that you’ll feel warm
when you’re running even if it’s
cool out but your child may need a
sweater, jacket, blanket, hat and
mittens. On damp days, you may
want to use a weather shield on
the stroller. On sunny days, make
sure you both wear sunscreen.

• Strap your child in prop-
erly. Many of today’s strollers,
joggers and trailers have good
harnesses to keep your child safe
and happy while out for a ride.

•Try to avoid traffic. Stick to
parks, bike paths and the like as
much as possible.

•Look at the time. A run or
ride just before nap time can help
baby drowse. One just before or
after a meal may not be so good.

•Don’t let it go. Pushing the
stroller ahead and running hands
free is not a good idea. Always use
the safety retention strap that
comes with your jogger or stroller.

•Get a good-quality stroller.
One multipurpose child trans-
porter meets or exceeds industry
safety standards and has under-
gone years of internal and exter-
nal field testing. Built with such
features as an aluminum roll
cage, enclosed cockpit and five-
point child safety harness, the
Chariot lets you and your child,
from newborn through 5 years,
travel five different ways through
all the four seasons in style with
just one stroller.

Learn More
For further facts and tips, go to

www.chariotcarriers.com.

Hints To HelpYou Both Get Out And About

A quality jogging stroller can
help you get back in shape and
stay healthy by sneaking a work-
out into your busy day.




