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(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
parents, teachers, school officials
and others who care about educa-
tion in America, you have proba-
bly figured out that scrutinizing
millions of students every year
with standardized tests may not
be the most effective approach.

The Problem
Often, educators say, the only

thing that seems to have become
“standardized” is the endless
amount of time students spend
filling in bubble sheets on exams,
rather than improving their aca-
demic skills.

A Solution
Fortunately, there may be a

way schools could teach to the
individual needs of the student—
not just teach to the test—and do
so at only a fraction of the cost.

That’s what happened at
Cahuenga Elementary School in
Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict (LAUSD). It spent less time
testing the students, tripled per-
formance gains and saved money
by putting technology at the cen-
ter of its reading curriculum.

For many years, districts
across the country have made
huge expenditures on assess-
ments. The return on investment,
however, depends not just on the
accuracy of the test but often on
how effectively teachers are able
to use the data to improve instruc-
tion. In the case of Cahuenga Ele-
mentary, the administration took
the guesswork out by investing in
a software program that has be-
come an essential component of
the school’s reading curriculum.

Used by more than 1 million
students in the U.S., the research-
proven educational technology lets
students work independently on
activities that build reading profi-

ciency and provide teachers with a
real-time, individualized action
plan to support each student on
the skills with which he or she is
struggling.

The key to this process is the
software’s Assessment Without
Testing functionality, which gathers
performance data as students
develop their skills on the software.
This assessment data is correlated
to some of the most commonly used
tests so schools can forgo much of
the testing throughout the year and
use data from the software instead.
This saves time and money.

An Educator’s Advice
“Finally, we have a highly effec-

tive program that we can rely on to
drive student achievement scores
up while driving expenses down,”
said Dr. Chiae Byun-Kitayama,
Instructional Director, Educational
Service Center East LAUSD and
former Principal, Cahuenga Ele-
mentary School. “How can districts
afford not to use Lexia Reading?”

Learn More
For further facts about how

Lexia Reading can reduce the
amount of time and money spent
on testing, visit www.lexialearn
ing.com or call (800) 435-3942.

Schools Spend Less, Students Learn More

A new kind of educational soft-
ware accelerates reading skills
development for students.

(NAPSA)—College may be costly
but it tends to pay off in the end.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics says
workers with a bachelor’s degree
earn 65 percent more, on average,
than those with just a high school
diploma. As for the cost, taking five
steps can help make student loan
repayment simpler.

1. Use your grace period to
get organized for repayment.
Federal and most private loans
come with a six-month grace
period that begins when you grad-
uate or exit school.

•Get your documents in or-
der—remember to keep copies of
any loan documents you sign. If
you will make payments to more
than one entity, be sure all your
loans are accounted for.

•Know when payments are due
and the amounts.

•Set up automatic payments to
ensure timely payment and pro-
tect your credit.

•If you can, make payments
while you’re in school. This will
help save you money over time, by
reducing the interest that accrues
and is capitalized.

2. Before signing up for loan
consolidation, be sure you
understand it. Student loan con-
solidation may be a good option to
consider if you are interested in
combining multiple private student
loans into a new loan with a single
monthly payment. Customers may
benefit from a lower interest rate
and potentially lower monthly pay-
ments. Repayment typically begins
immediately, even for students still
enrolled in school, and although
monthly payments may be lower,
you may pay more in interest over
the life of the loan due to the
extended repayment term.

3. Understand your repay-
ment options.

•Keep in mind, for federal
loans and Wells Fargo private stu-
dent loans, there is no penalty for
making larger payments than the
monthly required minimum or
paying off the loan earlier than
the end due date. With a standard
repayment plan, you pay the least
amount of interest over the life of
the loan.

•For federal loan borrowers,
there are additional repayment

considerations:
•Extended repayment may be

based on a fixed or graduated
repayment schedule over a period
of up to 25 years.

•With graduated repayment
you make lower payments at first,
then gradually increase them.

•An income-sensitive repay-
ment is adjusted annually based
on your expected income from all
sources.

•Choosing any of these plans
means your payments are less each
month; however, you may pay more
interest over the life of the loan.

•Borrowers may also have the
option to defer loan payments for
an extended period of time, but
beware of the interest that
accrues when borrowers choose to
defer making payments.

4. Keep in contact with your
lender or loan servicer.

Notify the lender:
•If you change your name,

address, phone number or e-mail.
•If you have graduated from or

are going back to school.
•If you can’t make your pay-

ments. A new plan may be
arranged.

5. Learn more at Wells
Fargo Education Financial
Services online at www.wells
fargo.com/student/repay or
call (800) 378-5526. For addi-
tional resources on repayment, go
to www.wellsfargo.com/student/
planning/calculators/alternative
and www.wellsfargo.com/stu
dent/planning/calculators/interest.

Managing Your Money: Understanding Your Student Loans

Student loan borrowers should
understand their r ights and
responsibilities.

How much could a student be saving? In this example, two students
borrowed federal student loans of $30,000 at a 7.5 percent interest
rate. Student A reduced his cost $3,204.95 by making payments as
soon as his loan entered repayment, compared to Student B, who
deferred loan payments.

(NAPSA)—A cookie and spread
that have long been favorites in
Europe are now available in the
U.S. Biscoff Cookies are a type of
caramelized cookie. The spread is
made from the cookies. Both are
made by Lotus Bakeries. Learn
more at www.lotusbakeries.com
and www.biscoff.com.

* * *
Every 4-ounce glass of Welch’s

100% Grape Juice counts as one
serving of fruit, with no added
sugar. As a complement to whole
fruit, Welch’s 100% Grape Juice
makes it easy to squeeze heart-
healthy purple fruit into your day.
Find recipes and more at
www.welchs.com.

* * *
Eggland’s Best eggs contain 25

percent less saturated fat, 10
times more vitamin E, twice the
amount of vitamin D, and double
the amount of omega-3 fatty acids,

when compared to ordinary eggs.
For information and recipes, visit
www.egglandsbest.com.

* * *
Dietary advice today focuses

more on what to add to your diet for
heart health than what to sub-
tract—more whole grains, plant
proteins, produce and heart-smart
fats such as canola oil. For the
recipes and information, visit
www.canolainfo.org.

Charles Brady King of Detroit
invented the pneumatic ham-
mer—a hammer driven by com-
pressed air—in 1890.

Hubert Booth gets credit for
inventing the first modern vac-
uum cleaner in 1901.

Ty Cobb had a higher lifetime batting average than any other player in
the history of baseball.

When the Panama Canal was built in 1914, it shortened the sea voy-
age from New York to San Francisco from one of more than 13,000
miles to one of less than 5,200 miles.




