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(NAPSA)—Fungal diseases
such as Pythium, Phytophthora,
Fusarium and Rhizoctonia are
major causes of poor emergence
and stand development in soy-
beans. But farmers will have a
stronger line of defense in 2013
with a new-generation fungicide
for soybeans and cotton.
Acceleron® Seed Treatment

Products will offer multiple
modes of action to deliver more
complete and consistent disease
protection, including a new
fungicidal active ingredient. In
addition to continuous protection
from seed and seedling diseases,
they offer an insecticide as well
for early-season insect pressure
such as bean leaf beetle and
early-season soybean aphids.
“These seed treatment products

with the new-generation fungicide,
in combination with other manage-
ment practices, can help protect
against these damaging seedling
diseases, enabling farmers to
achieve more uniform stands,
higher yield potential and better
return on investment,” said Davie

Wilson, Monsanto Seed Treatment
Product Development Manager.
“It’s a new class of fungicide

and a new mode of action that’s
new to the industry,” he added. “It
brings us another level in disease
protection from what we have had
in the past. Farmers will see a
difference.”
These seed treatment products

are selected to complement and
help maximize the performance
potential of Genuity® Roundup
Ready 2 Yield® soybeans. They
provide an early-season advan-
tage of improved early-season
vigor and stand establishment
with superior protection from seed
and seedling diseases and early-
season insect pests.
For additional information

about Acceleron® Seed Treatment
Products, farmers can contact their
seed representative or ag retailer
or visit www.acceleronsts.com.
Individual results may vary. You
should always read and follow
grain marketing and all other
stewardship practices and pesti-
cide label directions.

SeedTreatment Products Offer
New-Generation Fungicide

Seed treatment products with a new-generation fungicide for soy-
beans and cotton will offer more consistent, complete protection
against key plant diseases.

(NAPSA)—Helping deserving
veterans secure the benefits they
are entitled to through the
Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) can be a daunting task. Such
was the experience of an Army vet
who fought in the Battle of the
Bulge and in the Korean conflict.
“For several years, we were

totally on our own and didn’t at
all know to whom or to where we
should turn,” said Margaret Fred-
monski of Moosic, Pennsylvania.
Mrs. Fredmonski’s late hus-

band, Adam, was a former bus dri-
ver. Later in life, he became legally
blind over the span of about one
year due to macular degeneration.
He eventually sought additional
disability compensation for an
osteoarthritic condition connected
to his military service.
“We would complete the paper-

work and get the process started,
only to be frustrated by repeated
denials,” said Mrs. Fredmonski.
On the advice of a VA social
worker, the Fredmonskis con-
tacted a gentleman at a VA re-
gional office in Philadelphia—a
man she calls a godsend.
Edward Eckroth, a Field Ser-

vice Representative of the Blinded
Veterans Association (BVA), pro-
vided the assistance the Fredmon-
skis needed to increase the per-
centage of service-connected
disability compensation he had
earned through his service.
“Ed not only helped us navigate

the VA bureaucracy with his knowl-
edge and competence of the system
that approves or denies these dis-
ability claims, he also became our
advocate and our friend through
his kindness and understanding,”
said Mrs. Fredmonski.
Eckroth is one of seven BVA

Field Service Representatives
strategically placed throughout the
United States. The Field Reps and

several additional Volunteer
National Service Officers (VNSOs),
all blind individuals, make them-
selves accessible to blinded veter-
ans, helping them take the first
steps in adjusting to blindness.
They provide inspiration, encour-
agement and practical help in
working with VA claims and bene-
fits, even when the claim might not
be directly tied to blindness.
There is no fee for the services

of BVA Field Reps and VNSOs,
regardless of whether the blinded
veterans seeking the help have
ever joined the organization as
members.
As an organization, BVA also

represents the interests of blinded
veterans as a whole before Con-
gress and at the VA Central Office
in Washington. In addition to its
role as a medium of communica-
tion for and about blinded veter-
ans and the issues that affect
them, BVA promotes access to
technology and the practical use
of the latest research.
To learn more, visit www.bva.

org or call 800-669-7079.

Helping And Advocating For Blinded Veterans

BVA Field Reps such as Ed Eck-
roth (back, second from left) and
volunteers provide blinded veter-
ans with the help needed to over-
come the challenges of blindness.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for older adults concerned about
increasing energy costs, particu-
larly during colder months.
The Eldercare Locator has pro-

duced a free brochure full of tips
on preparing a home for winter
weather and saving money on
energy costs.

Energy Tips
For those living independently,

maintaining their health and safety
this winter is imperative. The
brochure, “Winter Warmth and
Safety: Home Energy Tips for Older
Adults,” provides valuable informa-
tion to older adults, their families or
caregivers on how to best deal with
cold weather challenges.
Some of the tips include:
•Seal air leaks and insulate

windows around the home.
•Install a programmable ther-

mostat to make the home more
energy efficient.
•Insulate water pipes to avoid

freezing and bursting.
•Take advantage of local heat-

ing assistance funds and utility
no-cutoff programs.
•Do not use your stove or oven

to heat your home. Keep batteries
and battery-powered flashlights
available and, when needed, use
flashlights instead of candles.
•Check to make sure that elec-

trical cords on space heaters are
not damaged and do not pose a
tripping hazard.
•Make sure that smoke and

carbon monoxide detectors are
installed and working properly.
AWinter Emergency Plan
Extreme weather conditions

can sometimes require emergency
action. Here are some suggestions
on how to prepare for winter
emergencies:

•Identify temporary living
arrangements in case you are
unable to stay in your own home
and have a plan for getting there.
•Keep in touch with family and

friends. Ask someone to check on
you daily—especially if you live
alone.
•Plan for your medical needs.

Have extra medications on hand
or identify a pharmacy that will
deliver them to you.
•If you or a loved one in your

home has medical equipment, be
sure you know how to maintain it
or move it in an emergency.
•Share emergency contact

information ahead of time with
everyone who would need it.

Free Brochure
For a free copy of the brochure,

call the Eldercare Locator at (800)
677-1116 or download it at www.
eldercare.gov. The Eldercare Loca-
tor is a public service of the U.S.
Administration on Aging, adminis-
tered by the National Association
of Area Agencies on Aging.

Staying Safe AndWarm In ColderWeather

To stay warm in winter, older
Americans in need should take
advantage of local heating assis-
tance funds and utility no-cutoff
programs.

(NAPSA)—There are more
small and medium-sized cash
transactions during the holidays
than at any other time of the year,
making November to December
“prime time” for counterfeiters.
“By taking a few precautions,

small-business owners can help
protect themselves against cur-
rency fraud and increase their
odds of having a happy holiday,”
says Stacey Scudder, assistant
vice president at Bank of the
West. The San Francisco–based
bank partnered with the U.S.
Secret Service to educate mer-
chants on counterfeiting.
“The best insurance against

potential losses from counterfeit
currency is to learna how to
quickly and easily identify
authentic currency,” Scudder says.
Here are six quick tips that

Bank of the West and the Secret
Service offer to merchants:
•Hold a $20 bill up to a light

source. Each $20 note contains a
clear strip inscribed with “USA
Twenty.” The $20 bill is today’s
most counterfeited denomination
in the U.S. The other notes—$5,
$10, $50 and $100—should also
show a strip with their denomina-
tion printed.
•While holding the bill to the

light, check for a watermark on
the right side of the note. On the
$5 note, you’ll see the number “5”;
on the $10, $20, $50 and $100, the
watermark and the portrait
should match.
•The $10, $20, $50 and $100

have their numbers printed in
color-shifting ink in the lower
right corner. This technology is

very hard to replicate, and in gen-
uine U.S. currency, you’ll see the
color shift from copper to green.
•Counterfeit detection pens are

not always accurate and may give
false results. The surer way to
detect counterfeits is to be familiar
with the security features.
•Think you’ve been passed a

fake bill? Immediately notify the
police. Try to remember the physi-
cal characteristics of the person
who passed it and, if possible,
write down the license plate num-
ber and vehicle description.
•Whatever you do, don’t pass a

counterfeit bill along. Counterfeit-
ing currency or possessing it with
fraudulent intent is punishable by
a fine or imprisonment for up to
15 years or both.
“We’re encouraging all mer-

chants to be aware, stay informed
and know what steps to take if
you receive a fraudulent bill,”
Scudder says. “Educate your
employees, especially going into
the holidays when there are so
many temporary and seasonal
cashiers who may not be familiar
with the tricks of the trade for
thwarting counterfeiters.”

The Holiday GiftYou Don’tWant: Counterfeit Currency

It pays to know how to spot a
counterfeit bill.

At-Home Skin Treatments
OnThe Rise

(NAPSA)—While most people
want smoother, brighter, more
radiant skin, not everyone wants
or can afford an in-office skin treat-
ment. Fortunately, you don’t have
to have one. There are safe, afford-
able products with which you can
get visible results at home.
Dr. Jody Levine, a New

York–based board-certified der-
matologist, says, “While many
could benefit from the use of an
in-office chemical peel to achieve
more radiant-looking skin, that’s
not always an option. It’s in these
cases that I recommend the use
of a gentle at-home peel, like
Algenist Triple-Action Micropol-
ish & Peel, to provide the retex-
turizing and brightening agents
the skin needs, without the risk
of redness or irritation.”

Clinically proven to improve
skin texture and tone, visibly
reduce lines and wrinkles and
boost skin radiance within just 10
days of use, “This peel is truly
unique as it combines mechanical
microdermabrasion with a chemi-
cal peel that is gentle enough to
use up to two times a week. You
are able to achieve the results you
want without the side effects you
don’t,” adds Dr. Levine.
You can find this product at

www.Algenist.com, Sephora and
QVC.

Consumers and industry experts
alike are seeing an increased
demand for affordable at-home
products.

(NAPSA)—Veterinarian-tested
and -endorsed pet care products—
a two-in-one stainless steel pill split-
ter and crusher called Krocodile and
Kudose, a three-in-one pill concealer,
treat maker and toppings dis-
penser—make giving medicine to
pets easier. Learn more at www.
kinninc.com/transform.

* * *
Frequent business travel can

lead to happiness, personal
growth and even enhanced rela-
tionships, a recent study found,
especially for travelers staying at
Fairfield Inn & Suites by Mar-
riott. You can learn more at
www.fairfieldinn.com or by call-
ing (800) 228-2800.




