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(NAPSA)—Walt Disney once
said, “I do not make films primarily
for children. I make them for the
child in all of us, whether we be 6
or 60. In my work, I try to reach
and speak to that innocence, show-
ing it the fun and joy of living; that
laughter is healthy; that the
human species, although happily
ridiculous at times, is still reaching
for the stars.” No one set of charac-
ters has helped Disney accomplish
this more successfully over the
years than the honey-loving, philo-
sophical bear, Winnie the Pooh, and
his friends Tigger, Rabbit, Piglet,
Owl, Kanga, Roo and Eeyore.

With Walt’s goal foremost in
mind, Disney animators have
revisited the wit and whimsy of
Pooh for the first time in more
than 35 years to craft a brand-
new feature-length film, “Winnie
the Pooh.” Available for home
viewing on Blu-ray and DVD, the
film is inspired by three stories
from the original A.A. Milne books
and rendered with Disney’s classic
hand-drawn, watercolor-art style.

When asked why the Pooh
characters are still so universally
charming, producer Peter Del
Vecho suggests, “‘Winnie the Pooh’
resonates with today’s audiences
more than ever.” Maybe it’s be-
cause we crave some relief from
today’s fast-paced world of con-
stant connectivity or maybe
because, in spite of it all, we still
recognize the basic importance of
imagination and of relationships.
Adds Del Vecho, “It seems like
everyone has at least one charac-
ter with whom they identify. And
these characters keep it simple.”

“You can really define each
friend from the Hundred Acre
Wood with one word,” adds direc-
tor Stephen Anderson. “Pooh is
innocence. Tigger is impulsive.
Piglet is fear. Owl is ego. Rabbit is
control. Kanga is nurturing. Eey-
ore is pessimism. They all possess

core human values. That’s what
makes them so relatable and so
entertaining. No matter what age,
when kids or adults view the
movie, they laugh while seeing
themselves in these characters.”

“With Pooh, there’s a clear-eyed
human wisdom that comes
through in a very subtle way,”
adds Del Vecho. “He’s all about
enjoying friends, enjoying family
and enjoying life.”

Tigger is a one-of-a-kind crea-
ture—exuberant, with a famously
springy tail. He acts on every
impulse and his boisterous man-
ner and desire to do things his
way often lead him to leap before
he looks.

“The wonderful thing about
Piglet is that while he’s frightened
of everything, he still goes out and
faces the world alongside his
friends,” says Travis Oates, who
provides the voice of Piglet.

Owl (aren’t owls the wisest?)
knows everything—at least, he
thinks he does, even if his informa-
tion (and spelling) often turns out
to be not quite right. It’s his effort
to help that often stirs up trouble
in the Hundred Acre Wood because
he makes things up. He improvises
so that his friends won’t see how
desperate he is to be right.

Rabbit is the smartest of the
Hundred Acre Wood friends and is
often the self-appointed leader of
the group. Rabbit can be stubborn
and often overreacts but his
friends know he’s a real bunny at
heart—and always willing to hop
to action.

Kanga (mother of Roo) is a
warm and protective creature. If
Kanga were a person, she’d be a
busy mom who multitasks to per-
fection. Roo is her wild, young
adventurer offspring who wants to
go everywhere and try everything.
No matter the situation—or his
mother’s objections—Roo throws
himself right in the middle of all
the action. Sometimes Kanga’s
mothering tries Roo’s patience
but, in the end, there’s nothing
better for him than being cuddled
in his mama’s pouch.

Finally there’s Eeyore the don-
key, who with his gloomy ap-
proach to life, has proven to be a
relatable and beloved fan favorite.
He doesn’t see himself as gloomy;
he just has low expectations.

Tony Award–winning song-
writer Bobby Lopez, who along
with his partner and wife Kristen
Anderson-Lopez wrote six new
songs for the film, sums it up
when he observes, “You love the
Pooh characters when you’re a kid
because they’re cuddly and soft
and funny. And even though they
don’t continue to grow, they con-
tinue to offer humor and I think
you can love them at every point
in your life. You’re never too old to
love ‘Winnie the Pooh.’”

Charm The Child Within

You and your youngsters can
enjoy sailing into the delightful
world of “Winnie the Pooh” and
his friends.

Even gloomy old Eeyore can get
in on the fun.

(NAPSA)—For many con-
sumers, using a smartphone or a
similar device can be a convenient
way to handle much of their bank-
ing and shopping.

To help protect your phone or
device from scam artists and
increase your awareness of cyber
security, here are a few tips
designed to keep you and your
money safer:

•Sync mobile devices. Essen-
tially, mobile devices are small
computers with software that
needs to be kept up to date, just
like a PC, laptop or tablet. Make
sure all the mobile devices in your
house have the latest security pro-
tections. This may require syncing
your devices with a computer.

•Guard your personal in-
formation. Protect your phone
just as you would your computer.
Secure your mobile device by
using a strong passcode and be
cautious about the sites you visit
and the information you release.

•Think before you app.
Before you download applications
(apps) on your devices, review the
privacy policy and understand
what data an app can access.

•Protect your money. When
banking and shopping on your
mobile device, check to be sure the
sites are security enabled. Look
for web addresses with https://,
which means the site takes extra
measures to help secure your
information.

Bank of America executive
Keith Gordon, who specializes in
security, explained: “Bank of Amer-
ica’s security systems analyze mil-
lions of transactions a day, looking
for patterns to help identify and
help stop fraud and identity theft
from happening. The company has
more than 50 alerts, helping

customers detect possible fraud
and keep track of their accounts.”

•When in doubt, don’t re-
spond. Fraudulent texting, call-
ing and voice mails are on the
rise. As with e-mail, requests for
personal information or calls for
immediate action are almost
always a scam.

As an added precaution, Gordon
recommends that consumers choose
a bank that offers its customers pro-
tection from such scams. Bank of
America customers who are victims
of fraud are protected with their $0
Liability Guarantee and are not
liable for such transactions.

Should fraudulent activity orig-
inate from a transaction on your
consumer deposit or credit card
account, the losses will be covered
by the guarantee.

•Stay current. Keep pace
with new ways to stay safe online.
Check trusted websites for the
latest information, share with
friends, family and colleagues, and
encourage them to be Web wise.

To learn more, visit bankof
america.com/security.

Tips On Avoiding Smartphone Scams

Fraudulent texting, calling and
voice mails are on the rise. As
with e-mail, requests for personal
information or calls for immediate
action are almost always a scam.

Note to Editors: October is National Cyber Security Awareness Month.

(NAPSA)—Scheduling family
time can be a challenge. Today’s
kids are often more enthusiastic
about owning and burying them-
selves in the latest piece of tech-
nology than spending quality time
with family. But technology can
also be a great way to keep fami-
lies in touch and bring them
together.

For example, the touch-enabled
TouchSmart 610 PC with Win-
dows 7 has several ways to pro-
mote education and family to-
getherness. It offers a hands-on
experience with a modern-day
twist, incorporating advanced
technology and features that sat-
isfy both tech-savvy children and
their parents. The family commu-
nication and entertainment hub
encourages users to discover new

things and provides endless ways
to learn and play.

Learn and Play
The PC comes preloaded with

kid-friendly applications from
Marvel Comics and the Cartoon
Network, and with games like
Bounce Symphony, which teaches
kids to sort balls by color. The
touch capabilities also work well
with most educational websites,
such as Starfall.com and Fun
brain.com.

Creative Fun with No Mess
As the little ones grow older,

touch technology promotes creativ-
ity without the added stress of

cleanup. With the preloaded Paint
software or downloadable drawing
program Artrage, the touch-
enabled PC lets children create
digital, printable works of art with
the touch of a finger, the tip of a
pen or an actual paintbrush.

Entertainment for All Ages
Featuring an HD display that

reclines from upright to almost
flat, the PC is accessible to kids of
all ages and heights. It also fea-
tures a TV tuner, Blu-ray player
and game console connectivity, so
the entire family can enjoy movies
or video games once homework is
complete.
Connect to a Digital Lifestyle

Parents can use the PC to orga-
nize, document and share their
child’s latest masterpieces with
friends and family through e-mail
or touch-enabled Facebook and
Twitter applications. The built-in
webcam also enables users to
instantly connect and share with
family members no matter the
distance.

Touch is an intuitive technol-
ogy that can be shared by the
whole family, and early tech
engagement helps children unlock
the tools for their future.

Encouraging Families To Touch The Future

A touch-enabled PC offers a
hands-on experience with a
modern twist.

(NAPSA)—The experts at Alley
Cat Allies say that communities
that have embraced Trap-Neuter-
Return for feral cats see huge ben-
efits. The cats are neutered and
vaccinated, which means no more
kittens or fighting over mates. For
more information, visit www.alley
cat.org.

* * *
To raise money for a cause or

donate to an established charity,
you can check out the more than a
million officially registered non-
profit organizations at the Razoo
website, www.razoo.com, or call
(866) 437-1952.

* * *
Saving energy saves you

money. That’s the message of a
new series of public service an-
nouncements (PSAs) launched by
the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) and the Ad Council. To see
tips and the ads prepared as part
of the campaign, visit www.
energysavers.gov.

* * *
Billing Services Group, a

leader in third-party billing ser-
vices, offers a consumer-friendly
website—www.KnowYourPhone
Bill.org—to help you understand
how to protect yourself from
unscrupulous merchants who try

to bill consumers for charges they
have not authorized. For more
information, visit www.KnowYour
PhoneBill.org.

* * *
Dr Pepper ’s Million Dollar

Tuition Giveaway offers five
$100,000 grand-prize scholarships
and more than 60 $2,500 instant
online scholarships. To enter, stu-
dents should submit a one-minute
video explaining why they need
tuition help at www.DrPepper.com
by December 31.

* * *
The American Chemical Society

provides ChemMatters, a magazine
for high school students, at www.
acs.org/chemmatters and Chem-
istry: Our Health, Our Future, a
newspaper for elementary school
students, at www.acs.org/ncw.




