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(NAPSA)—Though often taken
for granted by motorists, wheels
and tires are two of the many
components that can greatly affect
your vehicle’s safety. In recent
years there has been much writ-
ten about the need to keep your
tires properly inflated, rotate
them regularly and check for
wear, but the role of your
wheels—especially if your vehicle
has been in a collision—has
drawn far less attention.
Whether steel or aluminum,

sporting hubcaps or spinners,
wheels can help express a vehi-
cle’s style, but their less glam-
orous function is to hold your tires
in place and keep them fully
inflated. Unfortunately, wheels
are frequently damaged in auto-
mobile accidents, from minor
scrapes on the finish to significant
dents or gouges that not only
change their shape, but also pre-
vent them from performing their
primary duty.
What typically happens to a

damaged wheel during the colli-
sion repair process? A large num-
ber of wheels undergo a remanu-
facturing process—also commonly
called refinishing or recondition-
ing—that routinely strips metal
away from the wheel to reshape a
dented or warped wheel, or adds
metal to a wheel that has holes or
missing pieces. These remanufac-
tured wheels are then placed back
on your vehicle.
This practice of repairing dam-

aged wheels has come under fire
from many auto manufacturers

that claim the remanufacturing
procedure may alter the perfor-
mance and durability of the
wheels, and raises serious safety
issues. To protect and educate their
consumers, several carmakers—
including Ford Motor Company,
General Motors, Chrysler and
Honda—have issued position state-
ments regarding the remanufac-
turing of wheels for reuse on vehi-
cles that have been in an accident.
For example, in Ford’s state-

ment, the company does not rec-
ommend the addition or removal
of any metal to or from a wheel.
According to the manufacturer,
doing so might change the size
and/or shape of the wheel, which
could cause steering, suspension,
axle or transfer case/power trans-
fer unit failure, creating an
increased risk of loss of vehicle
control, vehicle rollover, personal
injury or death of the car’s driver
and/or passengers.
Aside from the obvious safety

concerns, automakers also are
quick to point out the lack of regu-
lation surrounding the refinishing
of wheels. Steve Nantau, Ford’s
Collision and Light Repair Super-
visor for the Aftermarket and
Remanufacture Engineering
group, points out that there are
currently no federal guidelines or
standards in place to determine
how to test a wheel that has been
remanufactured. “A collision
repairer has no way of knowing if
the remanufacturing process has
changed the fundamental struc-
ture of the wheel,” said Nantau.

Nantau recommends that in
the case of an auto collision where
a wheel or tire needs to be
replaced, the vehicle owner should
use replacement tires and wheels
that are the same size and type as
those originally provided by their
car ’s original manufacturer. If
consumers choose to use a reman-
ufactured wheel on their car, they
should:
• Request written assurance

from the wheel’s aftermarket sup-
plier that any wheel repair recom-
mendations provided by the vehi-
cle’s original manufacturer have
been followed;
• Verify that the wheel carries

permanent markings that identify
the aftermarket supplier and the
date of remanufacture;
• Request clarification regard-

ing the warranty provided by the
remanufacturer and/or aftermar-
ket supplier, if any;
• Consider that many carmak-

ers, including Ford Motor Com-
pany, do not warrant any remanu-
factured/refinished/reconditioned
wheels provided by an aftermar-
ket supplier;
• Confirm the use of new

coated balance weight to reduce
future cosmetic damage.
Car owners have the right to

choose the type of replacement
parts used to repair their vehicle
after an accident, including re-
placement wheels. Motorists
should check with their insurer or
collision repairer to be sure the
proper types of wheels are used
during the repair.

Car ManufacturersWarn Against RemanufacturedWheels

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
managing money, it may not just
be what you know but also who
you know.
That’s the finding of a Coalition

for Financial Security (CFS) sur-
vey, which revealed that many
Americans who can afford to open
an Individual Retirement Account
(IRA) or purchase life insurance
protection might not do so simply
because they do not know anyone
who can help them access these
tools.
Experts say that the lack of

personal contact by a financial
professional has resulted in a
knowledge gap that could leave
millions facing disastrous finan-
cial futures. They suggest people
focus on three financial goals:

1. Eliminating Debt:
It would take 15 years to pay

off a credit card with a $15,000
balance and a 15 percent interest
rate, even if you paid $525 a
month. It would take only three
years to pay that same debt off
making the same payments if you
consolidated it into what’s known
as an installment loan.

2. Protecting Family:
Term life insurance can be used

to help replace a family’s income
in the event that the breadwinner
dies. It can also be used to pay off
mortgages and other debt that
might be left by the deceased.

3. Saving For The Future:
The biggest mistake you can

make is assuming you don’t have
any money to save. Be sure to put
some money aside in an IRA or
other saving vehicle each month—
even a small amount.

The Knowledge Gap
So how can more Americans

learn financial basics? Jack Kemp,
former Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development and an advisory

board member of CFS, says
increasing communication with
experts is key.
“Combating this problem is

twofold,” said Secretary Kemp.
“We need solutions to increase
financial literacy, and we need to
find ways to put more Americans
in contact with experts who can
provide them with the necessary
financial advice.”
It’s a sentiment that Raul Yza-

guirre, a former president and
CEO of the National Council of La
Raza, and who serves with Secre-
tary Kemp on the CFS advisory
board, says is all too true.
“Many Americans without

investment and insurance tools
have never been contacted about
them and do not know the profes-
sionals who can help them build a
stronger financial foundation,”
said Yzaguirre.

What You Can Do
CFS works to promote public poli-

cies that increase financial literacy
and put more Americans in contact
with financial experts. To join CFS
or learn more, you can visit
www.coalitionforfinancialsecurity.org.
You can also contact state offi-

cials and ask them to be certain
underserved markets have access
to financial professionals.

Seeking Financial Security

Learning a few financial basics
can help you protect your family.

(NAPSA)—Striking the right
chord with a growing number of
up-and-coming bands is a compe-
tition that gives them the chance
to show the world that they de-
serve a shot at the big time.
Beginning May 1, an iconic

American drum and guitar maker,
the Gretsch Company, is sponsor-
ing the Next Gretsch Greats
Unsigned Artist Competition as
part of its 125th anniversary cele-
bration this year. “What better way
to look toward the future of music
than by hosting an international
search for the best undiscovered
bands?” said company president
and CEO Fred Gretsch.

Open To Unsigned Artists
The competition is open to

unsigned and independent record
label artists in the U.S., U.K.,
Canada, Japan, Germany, France
and Spain. Between May 1 and
May 31, 2008, eligible bands
can enter the competition at
www.gretsch125th.com/contest.
Ten finalists will be selected by
popular online voting in June and
July. Then, the finalists will be
judged by an expert panel that
will select the grand-, first- and
second-prize winners.
The grand-prize winner will

win $15,000 in Gretsch instru-
ments and a spot at Gretsch’s
125th anniversary concert in New
York City this November, opening
for a star-studded lineup full of
“Gretsch Greats.” One first-prize
winner will take home $5,000 in
Gretsch guitars and drums and
one second-prize winner will win
$1,250 in gift certificates to outfit
their band with Gretsch instru-
ments. Every band that enters the
contest will receive a free Gretsch
commemorative poster.

Search For New Bands
While Next Gretsch Greats is

the company’s first search for new

bands, the company has been
closely connected to cutting-edge
music since its early years. From
legendary jazz drummers like
Max Roach, Chick Webb and Art
Taylor to rock ’n’ roll revolutionar-
ies Bo Diddley, George Harrison,
Charlie Watts and Bono, Gretsch
players have contributed to nearly
every style of music created in the
last 125 years. Today, bands like
The White Stripes, Red Hot Chili
Peppers and The Decemberists
are ushering in a new era of leg-
endary Gretsch music.
The Next Gretsch Greats com-

petition will give talented and
hard-working bands the opportu-
nity to have their music heard by
audiences worldwide.
For official competition rules

and regulations, visit www.gretsch
125th.com/contest.

Competition Gives Bands A Shot At The Main Stage

The Next Gretsch Greats grand-
prize package will include a Brian
Setzer Hot Rod guitar.

(NAPSA)—According to a recent
Gallup Work and Education Sur-
vey, Americans spend an average
of 46 minutes commuting to and
from work in a typical day. When
added up over the course of a year,
the amount of time many of us
spend commuting easily exceeds
the two weeks of vacation time
that we take per year. During this
time spent cooped up in our cars,
many of us fret away the time wor-
rying about things like the manic
driver who’s swerving in and out of
traffic or being late for a morning
meeting. But commuting doesn’t
have to produce anxious thoughts
or feelings. Take these five easy
ways to destress your travel time
and transform any commute into a
more relaxing experience:

Preparation is everything.
To help ensure a smooth ride,
spend a few extra minutes the
night before planning out your
commute. Trip-planning software
such as Microsoft Streets & Trips
2008 with Connected Services will
help you figure out the best route.
You can even access up-to-date
information about road construc-
tion, accidents and congestion
along the way.

Keep your mind productive.
Instead of fretting about your
time of arrival, make your in-car
travel time more productive. Rent
a book on tape to catch up on
those books that you’ve been
meaning to read or play a lan-
guage tape. By keeping your mind

active and engaged in a positive
manner, not only will you be able
to avoid boredom, you can make
the most of your commute time.

Switch it up. If your schedule
will allow for it, plot out alterna-
tive routes to keep things interest-
ing. Even if it takes you five min-
utes longer to get to work, the
change of scenery will make time
fly and breaking up your routine
will help you stay alert and
focused on the road.

Amend your working hours.
If you have flexible working
hours, adjust your schedule to
avoid peak traffic times. Try ask-
ing your boss if you can go into
work an hour earlier or later and
occasionally work from home. This
will allow you to recharge those
batteries and give you a short
break from the stoplights.

Go with the flow or lack
thereof. It doesn’t take a genius
to know that stress takes a toll on
health, elevating adrenaline levels
and putting us at risk for a vari-
ety of ailments. Lose the race
mentality. Studies find that most
people commute alone, so use this
time as valuable “you” time rather
than thinking about where you
“should be.” Stress isn’t going to
make you get there any faster, so
you might as well turn up the
tunes and enjoy the ride.
For additional information

about Microsoft Streets & Trips
2008 with Connected Services, visit
http://www.microsoft.com/streets.

Taking The Headache Out OfYour Commute

The first compact discs
appeared in stores in the early
1980s and could play 74 min-
utes of music on the insistence
of Sony chief Akio Morita. He
felt a single disc should be able
to carry Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony.

At 22 to 27 inches long, the
Common Raven is the largest
songbird in North America




