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(NAPSA)—How long do you
think it would take to pay off a
credit card debt of $5,000 if you
made the typical minimum pay-
ment? 5 years? 10 years? 30
years? The answer is 46 years and
if you guessed wrong, you’re not
alone.

Experts say many young adults
lack critical information about
taxes, employment benefits, bal-
ancing a checkbook, debt, basic
business concepts, managing
credit cards and other essential
financial tasks. 

For instance, few understand
the price they pay for the conve-
nience offered by credit cards. By
making the minimum payment of
2 percent, you’re still going to be
chipping away at your $5,000
credit card debt almost half a cen-
tury later. However, if you made a
payment of $120 every month the
debt would be cleared in just six
years.

It’s also believed that this lack
of financial understanding is
behind the fact that 25 percent of
all employees who are eligible to
enroll in their employers’ 401(k)
savings programs don’t take
advantage of the program. At the
same time, according to a survey
by Fleet Boston, nearly 75 percent
of parents feel unprepared to
teach their kids about personal
finance. 

In addition, a juror perception
survey conducted by Decision-
Quest/MCCAA found that three
out of four young males say they
do not trust corporations. Some
think this distrust stems from a
lack of understanding about the
way the business world works.

Fortunately, a new program is
making it easier for young adults
to learn what they need to know
about economics and personal

finance—all while they are enjoy-
ing themselves.

The program, called Econ4U
and sponsored by the FirstJobs
Institute, presents financial facts
in a brief question-and-answer
format on the screens at select
movie theaters and on scoring
machines at Brunswick Bowling
Centers nationwide. 

The program also has three
online quizzes people can take to
learn more about personal
finance, government economics
and business economics. These
questions and answers can be
found on the Web site www.
Econ4U.org. 

Do you know, for example, how
much the owner gets as profit for
every $100 of a restaurant’s sale?

Research shows that while a
server may make a $15-$20 tip on
a $100 charge, the restaurant will
make a profit of, on average, only
$5. 

And if you thought the answer
to what percentage of their
incomes Americans saved last
year was 10 percent—guess again.
It was only one percent, the low-
est rate of savings since 1938.

To learn more about the pro-
gram or to take a quiz, visit the
Web site at www.Econ4U.org.

Making Financial Matters Count For You

A new program is making it eas-
ier to learn about economics and
personal finance while having a
good time.

✁
Note: April is Financial Literacy Month.

(NAPSA)—While keeping Ame-
ricans safe requires action, it also
requires talk. Experts say police,
fire departments, EMTs and virtu-
ally all other safety agencies work
more efficiently when they use
devices that let them communi-
cate with one another. Yet a lack
of technology has kept many
safety agencies from doing just
that. Some say the result has been
the unnecessary risk for America’s
first responders and the people
they protect. 

In their day-to-day operations,
many public safety agencies can
transmit mug shots, fingerprints
and videos of crime scenes to their
communications centers—but
they can’t transmit that informa-
tion to other agencies. That means
there could be times when fire
departments are not able to com-
municate with police departments
over the radio, or an ambulance
driver cannot communicate with a
rescue team. 

The problem relates to a con-
cept known as “interoperability.”
The term refers to the ability of
two or more organizations to com-
municate and share information
(voice, data, images and video) in
real time or near real time. For
instance, police and fire depart-
ments in the same city may use
radios that operate on different
frequencies. Because of that, the
two agencies may not be able to
communicate with one another
over the devices—the radios do
not provide interoperability. 

While factors including out-
dated technology and a lack of
funding for new equipment con-
tribute to a lack of interoperabil-

ity, John Clark, former Deputy
Chief of Public Safety for the
Federal Communications Com-
mission, also blames a lack of
leadership. 

Fortunately, the Department of
Homeland Security has pushed to
make interoperability the stan-
dard among agencies. In October
2004, the DHS launched the
Office of Interoperability and
Compatibility, which will help
state and local public safety prac-
titioners improve communica-
tions. One of the ways to achieve
immediate interoperable radio
communications is to use devices
such as the Aegis SafetyNet™

RadioBridge™, a portable patching
device made by Aegis Assess-
ments, Inc. (AGSI), a public com-

pany headquartered in Scottsdale,
Arizona.

The Aegis SafetyNet Radio-
Bridge allows most two-way
radios to be interconnected
regardless of their frequency or
encryption scheme. Aegis is also
developing a wireless life safety
device, the Guardian™ System,
which allows video transmissions
and two-way voice communica-
tions from the stairwells inside
buildings to incident commanders
outside the building. It is believed
that this device will be especially
helpful to firefighters, who often
face dangers in stairwells and
need to call for backup from their
position.

For more information, visit
www.aegiscorporate.com.

Meeting The Public Safety Challenge

Talk To Me—New technology enables fire departments and police
departments to communicate.

(NAPSA)—What memories will
today’s kids have of their child-
hood? Will they only remember
watching TV, playing video games
or surfing the Internet? Many par-
ents remember a more active,
healthy childhood and want the
same for their children. Building
these memories starts with par-
ents introducing their kids to
activities the whole family can
enjoy together. It’s easy to build
great family memories through
one of the most basic of American
pastimes—fishing.

Teaching your kids to fish
introduces them to an activity
they’ll enjoy for the rest of their
lives. Plus, being in the great out-
doors helps instill in children a
respect for nature and the world
around them.

Even if you’ve never fished, it’s
easy and fun to learn right along
with your children. You’ll find
everything you need at your local
sporting goods store. Here are a
few tips to help you get started:

• Start small. When adults say
“fishing,” kids immediately think
“catching.” Going after smaller
fish usually helps your odds. Use
small hooks and a bobber for more
action and greater success. 

• Go where the action is.
Check with local bait and tackle
stores to find well-stocked fishing
locations that make excellent
first-outing destinations. 

• Get kids their own equip-
ment. With their own gear, they’ll
appreciate the experience all the
more. You can find rod and reel
combos for kids for around $15 at
your local sporting goods store. 

• Use live bait. Earthworms,

crickets, minnows and other live
bait are the most productive, and
collecting them can be part of the
fun.

• Keep it short and sweet.
Limit the time you’ll be on the
water and leave while enthusiasm
is high. If you end the day on a
high note, it’s a good bet the kids
will be hooked on coming back
again.

• Focus on fun. Remember,
there’s a world of difference
between “taking the kids fishing”
and the kids “going fishing with
you.” Concentrate on their experi-
ence and save your casts for
another day. 

• Brush up on the basics. If you
haven’t been fishing in a while, the
Internet is a great source of infor-
mation. A public service Web site,
takemefishing.org, is an excellent
place to start. 

• Let your kids be captain for
the day. If you’re fishing from a
boat, take time to teach them the
basics of how the boat works, and
maybe even teach them how to
drive it. 

With these tips, a day of fishing
can be a lifetime of fun.

For A Lifetime Of Memories,Teach Kids To Fish

Teach your kids to fish and catch
memories for a lifetime.

(NAPSA)—New types of techno-
logy have helped doctors treat brain
tumors in a safer and more effec-
tive manner. An estimated 350,000
people in the U.S. have brain
tumors, and many of them could
benefit from the new technology.

Brain tumors are the leading
cause of death from childhood can-
cers among persons up to 19 years
old; the second-leading cause of
cancer-related death in males ages
20 to 39; and the fifth-leading cause
of cancer-related death in women
of that same age group.

Brain tumors are often hard to
treat because there is risk of dam-
aging healthy brain tissue sur-
rounding the tumor. “If, for exam-
ple, a tumor is in the middle of the
brain, surgery can present a risk to
the tissue above, next to and below
it,” explains Dr. Xiang Gao, MD,
Radiology Oncologist at the Central
Arkansas Radiation Therapy
Institute (CARTI) in Little Rock,
AR. Fortunately, says Dr. Gao, new
medical breakthroughs are help-
ing make tumors more operable.

One new technology, Stereotactic
Radiosurgery (also known as non-
invasive shaped-beam radiosurgery),
actually lets doctors perform brain
surgery without making an incision.
Doctors use the non-invasive radi-
ation treatment to accurately pin-
point and diffuse tumors surrounded
by delicate brain structures and tis-
sue without damaging that tissue.
The result is a treatment that can

be used for many conditions previ-
ously thought to be inoperable.

Dr. Gao says the key to the
device is its extreme accuracy. It
uses X-rays and infrared technol-
ogy as a guidance system that local-
izes and specifically targets lesions
and tumors. Doctors then use the
device’s high-dose photon beams
to disrupt the DNA of the tumor
cells, causing the cells to die, rather
than reproduce.

CARTI, which offers this new
technology, says typical treatments
last 15 to 20 minutes and that
patients remain awake for the pro-
cedure. Patients can usually return
to their normal routine within
hours of the surgery.

For more information, visit
www.carti.com.

Safer Brain Surgery

New technology—Stereotactic
Radiosurgery lets doctors treat
tumors previously thought
inoperable.

(NAPSA)—The FDA lets man-
ufacturers produce generic drugs
after the original patent has
expired. Because the generic mar-
ketplace is more competitive,
prices can be less expensive. All
generic drugs must receive FDA
approval to ensure safety, quality
and efficacy. Some online stores,
including the drugstore.com phar-
macy, provide information on
generic options when you pur-
chase a brand name drug. 

A single fiber-optic cable can
carry as many as 4,000 telephone
conversations as well as several
television signals.




