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Evaluating Your
Retirement Options
(NAPSA)—Retirement plan-

ning can be a daunting task, but it
doesn’t have to be. 

Experts suggest that with some
simple preparation, it’s possible to
secure a sound financial future.

For example, an organization
called Americans for Financial
Security (AFS) offers the following
tips on how to determine the
retirement options that are best for
you:

• Calculate how much money
you want to have when you retire.

• Know how many more years
you plan to work.

• Determine how much money
you need to start your plan.

• Find out what types of plans
are available.

• Do some quick calculations of
your own.

To help in the decision making
process, AFS offers free online
retirement and investment calcula-
tors. These calculators can be used
to answer many preliminary ques-
tions, such as what interest rate
would make it possible to reach a
person’s retirement goals.

The Association is committed to
helping small-business owners
succeed. It supplies free tax and
business information, awards
thousands of dollars in scholar-
ships and offers money and time-
saving benefits.  

For more information call toll
free 1-800-492-1016 or visit the
Web site at www.afswebsite.org.

By Azeez S. Jaffer, Vice President,
Public Affairs & Communications,

U.S. Postal Service
(NAPSA)—Throughout the hol-

iday season, the ease of mailing
packages and obtaining postal
supplies will allow consumers to
have a first-class experience.

For example, consumers can
now purchase stamps wherever
they see “Buy Stamps Here” sig-
nage, including 17,000 ATMs, and
more than 40,000 supermarkets,
drug stores and banks.

In addition, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice has developed the “Customer’s
Guide to Mailing,” which provides
clear, concise information on virtu-
ally everything consumer cus-
tomers need to know about mail-
ing. This free guide is available at
Post Offices and at www.usps.com/
customerguide.

Packaging Tips
To help make sure that gifts

arrive on time and intact, the
Postal Service offers these tips:

• Select a box that is strong
enough to protect the contents. 

• Cushion package contents
with shredded or rolled newspaper,
bubble wrap, or Styrofoam peanuts.
Pack tightly to avoid shifting. 

• Always use tape that is
designed for shipping.

• Do not use wrapping paper,
string, masking tape or cellophane
tape. 

• Put the delivery and return
addresses on one side only of the
package, but place a return
address label inside the package. 

• Stuff glass and fragile hollow
items, like vases, with newspaper
or packing material to avoid dam-
age due to shock.

• Remove batteries from toys.
Wrap and place them next to the
toys in the mailing box. 

• Obtain Express Mail and Pri-
ority Mail boxes, envelopes and
tubes for free from your post office. 

Packaging products can be pur-
chased at most post offices. Some
locations offer decorative boxes
and expander packs that are suit-
able for mailing gifts. To learn
more, visit www.usps.com.

New, Easy, Simple “Customer’s Guide To Mailing” (NAPSA)—The heart of hunt-
ing season is approaching, and
men and women everywhere are
suiting up in camouflage and pol-
ishing their guns, ready to bring
home a trophy buck or their limit
on ducks or pheasant. 

Every hunter knows it takes
sharp attention to detail to create
a successful hunt. To prepare for
an afternoon outing or a week’s
retreat at a far-off hunting shack,
it’s best to think ahead and iden-
tify equipment that can make
time in the woods, near a pond or
in the mountains easier and more
enjoyable.

For transportation, a Polaris
All-Terrain Pickup (ATP) is the
ultimate hunting ATV for getting
to and from a desired location. It
allows hunters to do more, more
easily, and can become a tool of
necessity rather than conve-
nience. The vehicle combines
rugged, all-wheel-drive power and
sleek styling with the functional-
ity of a pickup truck, making it
great for quickly getting through
fields and brush while carrying
everything a hunter needs. 

For hauling and towing, the
ATP offers a roomy front storage
box and rear dumping cargo box
that can carry up to 400 pounds,
plus two storage pockets tucked in
the vehicle’s side panels. Ample
storage capacity takes away the
worry of carrying supplies, ammu-
nition and food by protecting and
securing them from the elements.
Camping equipment, first-aid sup-
plies and flashlights are just a few
of the items that can weigh a
hunter down when trying to reach
a deer stand or traveling through
tall brush.

Proper accessorizing is the key
to a successful, comfortable and
exciting hunt. The Polaris Hunter

Package customizes the ATP with
extras such as a gun scabbard,
camouflaged hand guards and a
brush guard. Another important
accessory is a winch, a tool that
can help clear logs or other obsta-
cles from trails.

When it’s time to go home from
a successful hunt, the ATP’s 1,225-
pound towing capacity makes it
terrific for retrieving game or foul
from practically any location or
terrain. It also has a standard
receiver hitch, making trailer
hook-ups simpler.

When not chasing trophies, the
ATP can be put to task for many
things around the house or farm.
It’s an excellent way to do more
around the yard, vacation home or
in the field. Its VersaTrac riding
capability allows for three traction
choices—turf, two-wheel drive and
on-demand four-wheel drive—
that, depending on which option is
chosen, provide tighter turns,
minimal turf damage and superior
off-road handling.

For more information on the
all-terrain pickup, call 1-800-
POLARIS, visit www.polaris
industries.com or see your nearby
Polaris dealer.

Hunting With Ease And Convenience

When heading out into the brush,
an all-terrain vehicle can help get
you in and out easily.

(NAPSA)—No Greek Christmas
feast is complete without a finale of
Karydopita, a honey-soaked walnut
cake. Another rich Greek cake,
Vasilopita, is prepared for New
Year’s. It is made in honor of Saint
Basil, whose feast day is January 1.
One way to decorate these holiday
cakes is to line their edges with
Twisties, a new spiral cookie com-
bining a delicate outer wafer with
smooth cream fillings. The Twisties
add extra flavor and some crunch
to these moist cakes. They come in
seven flavors: vanilla, chocolate-
hazelnut, mocha, sesame, peanut
butter, strawberry and lemon. The
Twisties Web site, www.twisties-
wafers.com has more information—
and even games. For a free copy of
the Krinos Greek Gourmet Cookbook
($2.50 s&h), other recipes and infor-
mation on Greek foods in general,
visit www.krinos.com.

While most people understand
the importance of good hydration,
for some, great tasting drinking
water can be a little hard to come
by. Fortunately, there’s a gift idea
that can help clear things up.
Brita, the leader in point-of-use
water filtration products, is offer-
ing two new stylish designs to
help ensure that there’s always
delicious, healthier water at
home. The new Smart Pitcher in
Chrome has a sleek, polished
chrome lid with a charcoal-colored
handle and reservoir. Like the
original Smart Pitcher, it has a

built-in digital timer that tells you
when the filter needs changing—a
helpful reminder for busy people.
The On Tap Faucet Filter in
Chrome features a polished
chrome filter and white base—a
terrific solution for larger families
or people who cook with filtered
water.

This holiday season olives are
more than just a favorite snack,
cocktail garnish or delicious ingre-
dient in a family recipe. A fresh
interpretation of the universal
symbol of peace—the olive
branch—makes a wonderful gift
whose purchase helps eliminate
hunger in the U.S. Lindsay Olives
continues its annual tradition of
peace and giving by offering a
wreath of olive branches that can
hang as a front door welcome to
friends and family or festively dec-
orate a dining table. All profits
from the wreath sales will go to
America’s Second Harvest, the
nation’s largest hunger-relief
organization. The Lindsay Olive
Holiday Wreath will be available
at www.lindsayolives.com. The
wreath is $50, plus shipping. 

(NAPSA)—The U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is sending a welcome message
to anyone who likes stamp art and
loves to create cross-stitch master-
pieces. The USPS is partnering
with the DMC Corporation to
manufacture a wide variety of
cross-stitch needlework kits fea-
turing some of the most awe-
inspiring, nostalgic and patriotic
postage stamps issued by the
USPS. The kits, which range from
$10 to $25, are in stores now, and
in great demand, especially for
gift-giving. For more information
about the kits, visit www.dmc-
usa.com.

With the daily pressures
involved in running a business,
oftentimes small-business owners
overlook the importance of keep-
ing themselves updated on the lat-
est technologies and security mea-
sures available to build their
business. Various free educational
courses and seminars are offered
across the country. For instance,
Microsoft offers more than 600
free technology seminars nation-
wide to small and medium-sized
businesses annually. These semi-
nars provide information on how
to provide better customer service,
manage operations through the
use of technology, and enhance
employee productivity. Additional
information can be obtained by
visiting www.connect-ms.com.
Registration for the seminars can

be made by calling (877) 673-8368.
If your walls could talk, they’d

probably cry out for a makeover.
The latest issue of the Easy Week-
end Projects booklet from Minwax®

focuses on walls with practical,
easy-to-do projects that can be
completed in a weekend or two.
Do-it-yourselfers can pick up a
free copy of the Easy Weekend
Projects booklet at participating
Minwax retailers, or visit
www.minwax.com. To send for a
booklet, write to Easy Weekend
Projects Offer, P.O. Box 1211,
Grand Rapids, MN 55745-1211.
For product information, wood fin-
ishing tips and project ideas, visit
the Minwax Web site at www.min
wax.com.

***
Better ask twice than go wrong
once.

—German proverb
***

***
Well done is better than well
said.

—Benjamin Franklin
***

***
Never go to bed mad. Stay up
and fight.

—Phyllis Diller
***

***
Never cut what you can untie.

—Joseph Joubert
***




