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Father Val J. Peter, JCD, STD
(NAPSA)—At our Girls and

Boys Town facilities across the
United States our family consists
of children of every race, creed
and color under the sun. We are a
melting pot and that is the way

our founder, Father
Edward J. Flana-
gan, wanted it.

Here,  in the
famous Nebraska
village he founded
and our 18 other
locations across the
country, we cele-
brate our diversity.

However, we understand preju-
dice still exists. We asked our chil-
dren to express their feelings on
prejudice by writing letters to a
person or a group of people who
have shown intolerance or even
hatred towards them.

Please, listen to their words. I
hope their letters better help all of
us understand our children and
our brothers and sisters of all
races and ethnic backgrounds.
May it help us celebrate our dif-
ferences or change our attitudes.

“I am a Native American, and I
notice you are intentionally rude
to me. I am not quite sure why. I
know we all have different feel-
ings and beliefs, but what does
that matter? We rarely judge
books by their covers. We read
them first. Why don’t you let me
share a little of my life with you
and you with me? You would not
judge Native Americans the way
you do. Thanks for listening.” 

—Clifford
“I am Mexican and so are you.

I noticed all your friends are Mex-
ican. But if you met new people,
whether they are white or African
American, you might learn some-
thing new about them. You might
find out you like them. Are you
afraid of what you don’t know?
Here at Girls and Boys Town we

live with one another and treat
each other as brothers and sisters.
I hope you take my advice and
learn from other cultures.”  

—Juan
“I am an African-American stu-

dent and you are a white student.
Racism is wrong. I don’t think you
understand. It causes pain to peo-
ple who hear you say things so
negatively about African Ameri-
cans. They are human, just like
you and me. They have hearts.
The way you treat them confuses
me. It’s not right. You would not
like it if someone did it to you and
hurt your feelings. You are encour-
aging a hate group. I don’t know
why. Please listen to me.”  

—Brandon
“I want to ask you a question.

Why do you hate white people? I
think it’s just because they are
white and not African American.
Why don’t you give them a
chance? Here at Girls and Boys
Town in our house we have
African Americans and Asians and
whites, and we have learned to be
brothers. Father Flanagan said
we should learn that and I am
happy I did. Thanks for listening.” 

—Josiah
You can learn, too. America will

be better off if people learn the
lessons of my children.

Children Seek Intolerance of Prejudice

Val J. Peter

Girls and Boys Town, the
original Father Flanagan’s Boys’
Home, is a leader in the direct
treatment and care of abused,
abandoned and neglected girls
and boys. Through 19 sites
across the country, the organiza-
tion directly cares for more than
37,000 girls and boys annually.

Girls and Boys Town also
assists 1.5 million children and
parents through its National
Hotline (1-800-448-3000), out-
reach and training programs
and community partnerships.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve been sav-
ing for your retirement and have a
strategy for allocating your invest-
ments into the various asset
classes—stocks, bonds, and cash—
then it may be time to give your
portfolio a “check-up.” Periodic
portfolio check-ups can help deter-
mine if current market conditions
have shifted your asset allocations
too far from your initial strategy.
If so, you probably need to rebal-
ance your account.

Out of balance?
The returns you may get on

your investments will  vary
depending on where your assets
are allocated. When one asset
class performs stronger or weaker
compared with the others, your
asset allocation may fall out of
balance. Let’s say you began sav-
ing for your retirement with an
asset allocation of 60 percent
stocks, 30 percent bonds and 10
percent cash. During the 1990s,
the strong bull market may have
caused the value of your stocks to
rise faster than the value of your
other allocations. As a result, you
could have ended up with a much
higher percentage of your total
portfolio in stocks—say 80 percent
stocks, 15 percent bonds and 5
percent cash. This allocation is
much different from your estab-
lished strategy.

Long-term effects 
What difference does it make if

your portfolio is balanced? If
stocks are hot, shouldn’t you take
advantage of the situation and
invest more heavily? If stocks are
cold, shouldn’t you cut back? This
approach is called “timing the
market” and the experts at Diver-
sified Investment Advisors agree
that it is rarely a successful tactic.
Instead, you should develop a
long-term investment strategy
based on historical market perfor-

mance and how this performance
fits into your personal financial
situation. By determining an
appropriate asset allocation—and
adhering to it—you balance risk
and return. 

How to rebalance
At least once a year, compare

your actual allocation to your tar-
get allocation. If your actual allo-
cation has strayed significantly
from your initial plan, you may
want to take action.

You can rebalance your retire-
ment savings account quickly by
transferring some assets from the
funds in the asset class that is
over-weighted to the funds in the
under-weighted class. Or, you can
rebalance your account more
gradually simply by redirecting
the way your new contributions to
the plan are invested. 

Nevertheless, don’t let market
performance take this important
decision out of your hands. You
can use the planning tools and
resources at www.divinvest.com to
help you choose and save wisely
for your retirement. 

Keeping The Right Balance For Your Retirement

Successful investors often
allocate money to different types
of assets, such as stocks, bonds,
and cash.

(NAPSA)—Heineken USA and
the National Association of
Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ) are
looking for Hispanic student
journalists to be part of the
Heineken: On Assignment
program. Selected participants
will serve as on-air radio reporters
covering the Billboard Latin Music
Conference and Awards in Miami
Beach in May 2003. To find out if
you’re eligible log on to www.nahj.
org. All applicants must be 21 or
older.

Today’s 1.6 gallon low-flush toi-
lets were mandated by federal law
in 1992 as a way to conserve water.
Some consumers were dissatisfied
with the inefficiency of low-flush
gravity  toilets. These problems
were solved when one plumbing
company came up with a vacuum-
assisted flushing system called the
Vacuity Whisper-VAC. The
patented design is now manufac-
tured by Briggs Plumbing Prod-
ucts, Inc. For more information,
visit www.briggsplumbing.com.

Woody the Woodchuck’s cam-
paign to rename all future Ground-
hog Days as Woodchuck Days is
cutting a lot of wood with wood-
chuck fans. Woody, the Woodchuck
Draft Ciders mascot, will be cam-
paigning in an effort to educate the
public about the woodchuck, and
gain public support in his quest for
respect. Over 2,500 people have
already signed a petition support-
ing Woody’s cause. For more infor-
mation, visit www.woodchuck.com.

The title of the classic Disney film Fantasia (1940) means “a free
[musical] composition structured according to the composer’s fancy.”

The only head of government in this century to give birth to a child
while in office was Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, in Janu-
ary 1990.

Scholars have identified more than 1,000 versions of the Cinderella
fairy tale. Versions developed in many countries, including China,
France, Germany, and Turkey.

Experts on Elizabethan cuisine contend the “funeral baked meats”
Hamlet makes so much of were meat-pies.

***
Try not to become a man  of suc-
cess but rather a man of value.

—Albert Einstein
***

***
To put your ideas into action is
the most difficult thing in the
world.

—Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe

***




