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(NAPSA)—With college gradu-
ation ceremonies taking place this
spring, how can students get off to
a good start when it comes to
managing their student loan
repayments? 

Loan consolidation is one option.
A Federal Consolidation Loan com-
bines all eligible loans into a single,
new, federally guaranteed loan that
has a longer repayment term, a
fixed interest rate that cannot
exceed 8.25 percent and the conve-
nience of one monthly payment.
Most important, borrowers who
apply for a Federal Consolidation
Loan before July 1 can potentially
lock in an interest rate as low as
4.75 percent for the duration of
their repayment period, which can
extend as long as 30 years.  

Before consolidating, however,
borrowers should carefully con-
sider their decision, says Patricia
Scherschel, vice president of loan
consolidation for Sallie Mae, the
nation’s leading provider of educa-
tion funding and the largest con-
solidator of student loans. While
consolidation is beneficial for most
education loan borrowers, it is
important that they make an edu-
cated choice, she says.  

“This is the start of a long-
term financial relationship with
your consolidation loan provider,”
says Scherschel. “Make sure you
take time to ask questions and
get a full understanding of your
interest rate and possible
discounts before signing on the
dotted line.”

Scherschel offers the following
tips for borrowers who may be
exploring loan consolidation. 

•Contact your college financial
aid office for recommendations and
information on reliable and trust-
worthy lenders. Because consolida-
tion lets borrowers extend their
repayment up to 30 years, it is
important to choose a lender with
a solid reputation, industry experi-

ence, flexible repayment options
and superior customer service.

•Investigate a lender’s borrower
benefit program. Many lenders,
including Sallie Mae, will offer
interest rate reductions for paying
on time or using direct debit. Be
sure to read the fine print of the
benefit program being offered,
including if, when and how you
qualify for the benefit, as well as
how you could potentially lose it.

•Be cautious of the word “free.”
While lenders are not permitted to
charge borrowers a fee to consoli-
date their loans, Consolidation
Loans are not interest-free. It is
important to understand all of the
costs up front.

•Keep on top of deadlines. On
July 1, interest rates on federally
guaranteed education loans are
expected to rise. Borrowers who
consolidate at today’s interest
rates could save hundreds, even
thousands, of dollars. 

“Consolidation is the key to
protecting yourself from an inter-
est rate increase,” Scherschel
says. “After the final exams are
over, current students and this
spring’s graduates should have a
one-track mind: getting their con-
solidation application in before
midnight on June 30.”

For more information on loan
consolidation, visit the Web site
www.salliemae.com/consolidation or
call (800) 448-3533. 

Loan Consolidation 101: Tips For New Graduates

When consolidating student
loans, look for a lender with a
solid reputation, industry experi-
ence, flexible repayment options
and superior customer service.

!
Note to Editors: This article is one in a series of articles on college preparation and

financing from Sallie Mae, the nation’s leading provider of education funding and the
largest consolidator of student loans.

Canes With Style
(NAPSA)—We all know that a

walking cane can help provide sta-
bility and confidence for walking
or for recovery from surgery—but
the latest canes can also make a
stylish statement. The newest
folding canes are sleek, stable,
discreet and easily folded. Some
canes have as many as 13 styles of
interchangeable handles to easily
customize your cane.

The HUGO Folding Cane is
considered to be the most versa-
tile, ergonomic cane in the world.
This new folding cane was de-
signed by the nonprofit Georgia
Tech Research Institute to support
up to 550 pounds. Height ad-
justable, it accommodates those
between 5’ and 6’5” yet easily folds
to fit in its handy storage pouch.
The cane shafts are available in
black, bronze and gunmetal grey
with a choice of many inter-
changeable handles including
Savannah Cherry Derby, La Jolla
Hook, and a Palm Grip. 

For more information, call
(866) 321-4846 or visit www.
HUGOCanes.com.

An ergonomic folding cane can
also be a stylish accessory.

(NAPSA)—For small businesses
in a never-ending fight for clients,
first impressions mean a lot. So
when a home-based financial plan-
ner wants to impress a millionaire
CEO, talking stocks at the corner
coffee shop just won’t do. Trouble
is, a one-man shop can’t afford a
well-appointed office at a presti-
gious business address. Or can he?

As National Small Business
Week recognizes the more than 25
million entrepreneurs who form
the backbone of the U.S. economy,
it’s ironic that high-priced commer-
cial real estate keeps many of them
from realizing their true potential.
But the rules are changing.

“More flexible workplace ar-
rangements now give small busi-
nesses access to the same pre-
mium office space that Fortune
500 companies enjoy, but at a frac-
tion of the cost,” said Mark Dixon,
CEO of The Regus Group, the
world’s largest provider of out-
sourced workplaces.

Here are three ways an increas-
ing number of innovative entrepre-
neurs are leaving the coffee shop,
and still staying in the black.

1. Outsourced Offices: Fully fur-
nished, ready-to-use office space
has become the perfect solution for
small-business owners who need a
professional place to spread out
and get serious, even if it’s on a
part-time basis. With the business
center providing everything from
furniture to IT support and a recep-
tionist, start-up costs are minimal.
And since the terms are month to
month or even daily, there’s no risk
of getting stuck in a long-term
lease. Small-business owners can
customize an office plan that meets
their specific needs.

2. Facilities that Fit: What
about small-business owners who
already have an office but can’t

afford the professional facilities
that big companies take for
granted? “A recruiting specialist
who needs to conduct interviews
across the country can skip the
plane ride and book a videoconfer-
encing room,” said Dixon. Simi-
larly, consultants and trainers can
hold sessions in fully stocked
meeting rooms booked by the hour
or the day.

3. Anywhere Access: The tech-
nical revolution has created legions
of mobile professionals whose
offices are airports and hotel
rooms. But even the most gadget-
heavy road warrior can long for a
real desk, a full-size phone and a
receptionist. From Hoboken to
Hong Kong, some outsourced office
providers have worldwide loca-
tions, so business nomads always
have a productive place to plug in
and meet with clients.

While the costs of long-term
leases once kept small businesses
looking small-time, today’s entre-
preneurs are using creative office
strategies to stake their claim
alongside the biggest players in
their industries.

To learn more about flexible
workspace arrangements for small
businesses, visit www.regus.com.

Small Business, Big-Time Office

FLEXIBLE WORKPLACE arrangements
are giving small businesses
access to premium office space. 

(NAPSA)—Ever since Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson’s official
proclamation of Mother’s Day in
1914, nervous husbands and eager
children have struggled to find the
perfect gift for Mom. One of the
most traditional and appreciated
ways to celebrate Mom is to give
her the splendor of fresh flowers
and plants. 

What are Mom’s favorite plants
and flowers? According to a recent
survey, some of Mom’s favorite
plants are gardenias, hydrangeas
and miniroses. Topping the list of
Mom’s favorite blooms are lilies,
gerbera daises and roses. Here’s
some advice on how to care for
spring’s beautiful blossoms from
1-800-FLOWERS.COM:

Arrange the flowers in a deep
vase filled with lukewarm water,
and then mix in the floral preser-
vative provided by the florist.

Remove all leaves from the
stem that fall below the waterline
in the vase, as they will promote
bacterial growth.

Use a knife or shears to cut an
inch from the bottom of the stem
while holding it under water.
This allows the stem to draw in
the water, instead of air.

Keep cut flowers and arrange-
ments looking fresh by adding
warm water to the vase every day.

Always keep the vase full, and
change the water every three to
four days.

For maximum longevity, recut
the stems whenever you change
the water and keep the vase in a
cool spot.

Following these simple guide-
lines will help Mom get the most
out of her flowers. Click on
1800flowers.com on the Web for
beautiful Mother’s Day arrange-
ments, such as “A Lifetime of
Memories by Julie,” an unforget-
table gift that celebrates anything
she’s ever meant to you.

Remembering Mom At Mother’s Day

A survey revealed that gardenias,
hydrangeas and miniroses are
favorite plants.

(NAPSA)—Fortunately for
recent graduates, the job outlook
is strong, as 72 percent of employ-
ers anticipate hiring entry-level
employees in the next year,
according to a recent survey con-
ducted by MonsterTRAK, the
leading careers site for college
students and young alumni. For
guidance on resume building,
interviewing and job seeking, you
can visit www.MonsterTRAK.com. 

**  **  **
The names of more than 17,000

fallen law enforcement officers are
carved on the walls of two tree-
lined “pathways of remembrance”
at the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial in Washington,
D.C. At the 2006 Candlelight Vigil,

466 new names will be added,
including 155 officers killed in
2005 and 311 others killed in prior
years. Learn more about the
memorial and the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial
Fund at www.nleomf.com.

The Great Meteor Crater of Arizona lies between the towns of
Flagstaff and Winslow. Scientists believe that a meteorite struck the
earth about 50,000 years ago and dug a hole about 4,150 feet across
and 570 feet deep.

***
The true secret of giving advice
is, after you have honestly given
it, to be perfectly indifferent
whether it is taken or not, and
never persist in trying to set
people right.

—Hannah Whitall Smith
***

***
It is more easy to be wise for
others than for ourselves.

—François Duc de La
Rochefoucauld

***

***
In giving advice seek to help,
not to please, your friend.

—Solon
***

***
The absolute fundamental aim
is to make money out of satis-
fying customers.

—John Egan
***

More pencils are made in the U.S. than in any other country.




