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(NAPSA)—Prayers for his safe
return have been answered; the
yellow ribbons marking his
absence have been untied; and,
after four months of serving his
country in Iraq, Craig Ono, M.D.,
is back at work at Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children, Honolulu.

The pediatric orthopaedic sur-
geon returned home to a Shriners-
style hero’s welcome. On May 10,
hospital staff and patients pre-
sented Ono with their own version
of a “Medal of Honor’’ in recogni-
tion of his selfless efforts on behalf
of our country. 

“The Honolulu hospital ohana
(family) is very proud of Dr. Ono,”
said Tom Schneider, hospital
administrator. “He is our hero and
we are very grateful for his safe
return from active duty in Iraq.”

Ono was sent to Iraq in Decem-
ber of 2003 to replace the team
orthopaedic surgeon of the 945th
Forward Surgical Team, an Army
Reserve unit based at Fort Snel-
ling, Minn. 

A forward surgical team has
three general surgeons, one ortho-
paedic surgeon, an emergency
room, an operating room and inten-
sive care unit personnel, and is
responsible for initial assessment
and management of casualties.

Ono’s team was stationed at Al
Asad, an abandoned Iraqi air base
located in a desert area between
Baghdad and the border with
Syria and Jordan. “The team has
20 soldiers and we are designed to
provide immediate treatment to
trauma patients,” said Ono. “The
soldiers in the unit are top notch
and continue to be dedicated
despite being in Iraq for close to a
year.” 

One of many things Ono
missed while away from home was
the color green. “Everything up
there was brown: our clothes, the
buildings. There were not a lot of
trees, either.”

Ono, his wife Claire and their
three daughters are glad to be re-
united. For Ono, being away from
family, friends and the Honolulu
Shriners Hospital was one of the
worst things about Iraq.

“They all seemed to have held
up well. My family is supportive of
what I do and that makes all of the
difference in the world,” Ono said.

For more information on
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and ser-
vices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607 or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 without regard to race, reli-
gion or relationship to a Shriner. 

If you know a child that Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in the
United States or 1-800-361-7256 in
Canada.

Mission Accomplished, Shriners Doctor Returns From Iraq

Dr. Craig Ono of the Honolulu
Shriners Hospital is home after
serving in Iraq.

Grants Created To
Support Songwriters
(NAPSA)—Word of a new grant

program may be music to the ears
of aspiring songwriters.

The program—sponsored by
Heineken USA and The ASCAP
Foundation—offers financial sup-
port to emerging songwriters in
key music markets across the
country. 

The grants will benefit emerging
Latin music songwriters in the Los
Angeles and Miami music commu-
nities, and emerging Pop/Rock
music songwriters in the New
York, Chicago and Boston music
communities. 

The songwriter—or songwrit-
ers—of the winning song applying
from each of the markets will be
selected to receive a $2,000 grant.

The program is designed to
assist emerging songwriters in line
with The ASCAP Foundation’s
longstanding commitment to devel-
oping new talent and Heinken’s
effort to support emerging music.

To ensure eligibility, interested
entrants should review the pro-
gram requirements before apply-
ing. Complete details are available
by logging on to the Web site at
www.ascapfoundation.org. 

A new grant program offers finan-
cial support to emerging song-
writers in key music markets.

(NAPSA)—Busy military ser-
vice members juggling career,
family, and college study can more
easily save time and money as
they work toward their degrees
thanks to a service offered by the
College Board’s College-Level
Examination Program (CLEP), in
partnership with the Defense
Activity for Non-Traditional Edu-
cation Support (DANTES). 

All military service members
can now take free computer-based
CLEP exams, which allow them to
earn college credit for what they
already know, at college test cen-
ters across the country. CLEP
exams provide individuals the
opportunity to demonstrate mas-
tery of introductory college-level
subjects. By earning successful
scores on one of 35 CLEP exams,
students can bypass introductory
courses and receive credit for their
knowledge. 

Until recently, military service
members could take a paper ver-
sion of some CLEP exams free of
charge only on military installa-
tions. This made access particu-
larly challenging for National
Guard and Reserve members who
often do not live near a military
base. 

Instead of traveling across
state—or over state lines—to a
base, National Guard and Re-
servists may be able to visit their
local college to take the funded
exams. All test takers are expected
to pay the testing college’s adminis-
tration fee but the $55 exam fee is
covered by a contract between the
College Board and DANTES. Best
of all, when service members have
completed the 90-minute computer-
based exam, they are provided with
an instant score report. 

Vicky Morrison spent 14 years
as an Air Force recruiter and while
she often used the Air Force’s edu-
cation benefits as a way to encour-
age recruits, it took some time
before she could begin to earn an
undergraduate degree herself. She
already had two challenging jobs:
serving as a recruiter and being a
single mom. But Morrison perse-
vered and took college classes
wherever she was stationed. 

“The College-Level Exam Pro-
gram played an important role in
helping me get my degree. I accel-
erated my graduation by earning
27 credits through CLEP exams,”
says Morrison. She earned CLEP

credits for her Spanish-speaking
skills and the knowledge she
obtained through training in the
Air Force.

“CLEP is truly a way to ad-
vance yourself by applying the
knowledge you’ve gained through
on-the-job training, independent
study, or life experience to earning
that college degree. CLEP helped
me earn credits efficiently and
that gave me more time to spend
with my son!” 

In an average year, approxi-
mately 70,000 to 75,000 CLEP
exams are administered across all
branches of the military, including
National Guard, Reserves, and
Coast Guard. Since 1974, the
examinations have been funded
for all military service members
and have helped more than two
million service members earn
credit toward a degree. CLEP has
also helped more than six million
civilians advance their college
education since the program was
created in 1967. 

CLEP exams range in subject
from English Composition to U.S.
History, and include Biology and
Spanish, among others. Exams
are administered on computer at
1,300 college test centers; and
2,900 colleges grant credit based
on CLEP scores. Each college and
university sets its own CLEP pol-
icy so it is important for individu-
als to contact the college they plan
to attend for information about
the institution’s policy 

For more information about
CLEP and for a list of colleges
administering the exams, visit
www.collegeboard.com/clep. 

Free Testing Program for Military Helps Service
Members Shorten the Path To A College Degree
Testing Service Brings College Credit Closer to Home

Taking a CLEP exam can provide
the boost needed to graduate
from college.
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(NAPSA)—Being a good guest or
host can be as simple as remem-
bering the Golden Rule: “Do onto
others as you would have them do
unto you,” etiquette experts advise.
Here are a few practical tips from
Donata Maggipinto, 
ERS.COM lifestyle and entertaining

1-800-FLOW

expert:
For The Host 

• The tone of the occasion
starts at the door, as does your
guest’s first impression. Greet each
guest warmly with a handshake or
a kiss and then escort or direct him
or her to the party location.

• Specify the arrival time and,
if necessary, such as when hosting
weekend guests, the departure
time, too.

• Good conversation is usually
the most interesting aspect of a
get-together. Introduce topics
about which guests can speak
knowledgeably. Direct questions
to shy guests so they will be part
of the conversation, too.

For The Guest
• Arrive within 15 minutes of

the start time. 
• Dress appropriately.
• Come armed with conversa-

tion topics that are universally
acceptable, such as travel, movies
and books. Try to leave controver-
sial subjects at home.

• Thoughtful touches, such as
bringing small  gifts  for the
host’s children or pet can earn
good grades for good graces. The
best gifts are generally those
that require little effort on the

host’s part. An arrangement of
flowers in a vase, for example, is
preferable to a loose bouquet
because the host won’t have to
attend to the flowers. The Sun-
flower Vase Arrangement from
1-800-FLOWERS.COM featuring
bright blooms in a cobalt vase
can make a great gift. Send it
before the party to give the host
the chance to place it just per-
fectly before guests arrive.

Being a good host and a good
guest, like other aspects of good
manners, is about common sense
and sensitivity to others. Pay
attention to your guests and honor
your hosts with grace and good
humor and you’ll likely be repaid
with pleasure and gratitude.

Secrets Of Solicitous Hosts And Great Guests

The gift of flowers in a beautiful
vase is one way to make yourself
a welcome guest.

(NAPSA)—Online comparison
shopping has improved in recent
years. A consumer can easily com-
parison shop online to quickly
research and pinpoint a product
at the desired price, from a variety
of merchants—all in a matter of
minutes. Savvy Internet shoppers
are now using tools that enable
them to rank product attributes
that are most important to them
and then let the shopping site do
the work by seeking and suggest-
ing products that meet their crite-
ria. Tools, such as SmartSort on
Yahoo! Shopping (http://shop
ping.yahoo.com/smartsort), are
useful in tracking down the right
product, and are easy to use.

When driving near commercial
vehicles such as trucks, buses and
motor homes, be sure to pay par-
ticular attention to their “No-
Zones.” No-Zones are the danger-
ous blind spots around com-
mercial vehicles where your vehi-
cle disappears from the view of
the truck or bus driver. No-Zone
areas exist on all sides of long
vehicles. Remember: If you can’t
see the driver’s face in the side-
view mirror, he or she cannot see
you. When passing these vehicles,
complete your pass quickly and

safely. For additional driving tips
or for more information on shar-
ing the roads safely with com-
mercial vehicles, visit www.
roadway.com.

Amy Henry and Nick Warnock
from “The Apprentice” shared an
amicable smooch on top of the
Empire State Building, and
revealed the “Top 10 Best Kisses in
Film” in from of an oversized Her-
shey’s Kiss filled with caramel
chocolate. The passionate kiss
between Rhett Butler (Clark
Gable) and Scarlett O’Hara (Vivien
Leigh) from “Gone With The Wind”
topped the list, which was created
to celebrate the pairing of smooth
silk milk chocolate and creamy
luscious caramel. For a complete
description of the “Top 10 Best
Kisses in Film,” visit www.her
sheyskisses.com/caramel-kisses.

***
Success is a journey—not a des-
tination.

—H. Tom Collard
***

***
Success is good management in
action.

—William E. Holler
***

***
Success consists of a series of
little daily victories.

—Laddie F. Hutar
***




