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(NAPSA)—A disease called
huanglongbing (HLB) that’s often
carried by a small insect called
the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) is
threatening the oranges, man-
darin oranges, lemons, limes and
tangerines that you like to eat.

ACP has been detected in
Alabama, Arizona, California,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii,
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Car-
olina and Texas. It’s also in Asia,
China India, South and Central
America and Mexico.

California, the second-largest
citrus-producing state in the U.S.,
is especially concerned. The Cali-
fornia Senate Republican Office of
Policy says ACP and HLB could
cost the state’s nearly $1.9 billion
citrus industry about $224 million
a year.

The Office of Policy sounded
the alarm last year because of
what’s happening in Florida. It
determined that Florida’s $9 bil-
lion citrus industry, which sup-
ports 76,000 jobs, loses about $300
million a year due to ACP and
HLB. About 60,000 acres of trees
have been removed in that state—
that’s 10 percent of Florida’s cit-
rus production. Some estimate
that nearly all of Florida’s citrus
trees may be infected within 12
years.

“HLB disease causes the fruit to
become inedible and the tree has to
be destroyed to prevent the disease
from spreading,” said Lance
Walheim, author of “Citrus,” a
citrus grower and gardening expert

for Bayer Advanced™. “Worse yet,
there’s no cure.”

What Homeowners Can Do
According to the National Gar-

dening Association, 12 million
households in the U.S. grow fruit
trees, including citrus. So, what
should homeowners do to protect
their citrus trees from ACP?

Bayer Advanced Fruit, Citrus
and Vegetable Insect Control
(www.BayerAdvanced.com) kills
ACP and other destructive pests
such as citrus leafminer. Just mix
it in a watering can and apply it to
the base of the citrus tree. It pro-
tects from the inside out. Always
read and follow label directions.

If you happen to see ACP on
your citrus trees, be sure to call
your county extension service. You
can also learn more by visiting
www.Saveourcitrus.org and
www.Californiacitrusthreat.org.

Citrus Under Attack

Asian Citrus Psyllid often carries
a disease that causes citrus to
become inedible.

(NAPSA)—Growing fruit trees
is one of the most popular forms of
edible gardening. According to the
National Gardening Association,
more than 12 million households
grow fruit in this country. That’s
about as many households as
there are in the entire state of
California. Better taste, saving
money and better quality are the
top three reasons for growing fruit
trees in our backyards.

“There’s nothing better than
the taste of an apple, orange or
lemon that you grow in your own
backyard,” said Lance Walheim,
author of “Citrus” and gardening
expert for Bayer Advanced™. “A
tree has to be at least two or three
years old to bear fruit, but once it
does, you’ll be enjoying baskets of
fruits for 10 to 30 years.”

How Much Fruit You’ll Get
From One Tree Each Year
Orange 300 lbs.
Lemon 200 lbs.
Cherry 100 lbs.
Dwarf apple 84 lbs.

Sources: Cooperative Extension
Services and growers

Helpful Tips
•Choose the right fruit.

Orange, lemon, grapefruit and
other kinds of citrus require mild
winter weather. Apple and cherry
trees will do well in colder regions
of the country. Your local coopera-
tive extension agent can suggest
the best varieties for your area.

•Mini-orchard vs. contain-
er. Apple trees, as well as some
varieties of plum and pear trees,
require cross-pollination for fruit
to grow. You’ll need to plant at
least two trees in your yard. If you
don’t have the room, consider
dwarf varieties or growing fruit
trees in containers.

•Choose a sunny spot. Most
fruit trees require six to eight
hours of direct sunlight and well-
drained soil.

•Mulch and fertilization.
You’ll need three to four inches of
organic mulch to keep the weeds
out, the moisture in and to protect
the roots. Apply nitrogen fertilizer
regularly.

•Protect against destructive
pests. Aphids, whiteflies, Asian
Citrus Psyllid and Citrus Leafmin-
ers are serious pests. Bayer
Advanced Fruit, Citrus & Veg-
etable Insect Control (www.Bayer
Advanced.com) kills destructive
pests and prevents new infesta-
tions. Just mix in a water bucket
and apply at the base of the tree.
Always read and follow label
directions.

•Watering. Water deeply when
the top few inches of soil are dry.

•Pruning. Proper pruning
promotes the quality and size of
the fruit. Apple, peach and pear
trees should be pruned during the
dormant season to ensure bigger
fruit.

Create Your Own Fruit Of The Month Club

One mature orange tree can gen-
erate 300 lbs. of fruit a year.

(NAPSA)—The Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB) is a metallic-green
insect, a half-inch long and weighs
next to nothing. But it’s a serial
killer of ash trees all over the
United States.

According to the American
Institute of Biological Sciences,
EAB will cost cities about $10 bil-
lion over 10 years for treatment
and removal of ash trees. That’s
money many cities just don’t have
as they dig out from the recession.

“Imagine driving through a
neighborhood in the spring or
summer and it looks like the fall
because there are very few leaves
on the ash trees,” said Lance Wal-
heim, co-author of “Landscaping
for Dummies” and lawn and gar-
den expert for Bayer Advanced™.
“Thinning tree canopies are the
calling card for this insect that
attacks trees from the inside out.”

According to www.Emeraldash
borer.info, EAB has killed tens of
millions of ash trees in many
areas where it’s been discovered,
including Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, New York,
Ohio, Ontario, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Quebec, Virginia, West
Virginia and Wisconsin. It’s been
in the U.S. since 2002.

Female borers lay eggs in late
May through June. The larvae
feed under the bark from late July
through October, choking off the
water and nutrient supply to the
tree. Up to half of the tree canopy
can die in a year. Most of the
canopy will be dead after two
years.
You Don’t Have To Cut Down

Your Ash Trees
In many cities, workers break

out chain saws to cut down ash
trees in parks and along streets if
EAB is a threat. Local TV news
and newspapers cover the mass
elimination of trees. So, homeown-
ers think the only solution they
have is to cut down the beautiful
ash trees in their yards.

According to www.Emeraldash
borer.info, there are several home-
owner options for controlling EAB.
They include products that are
injected into the soil or tree trunk
or applied around the roots with
water.

Bayer Advanced Tree & Shrub
Protect & Feed Concentrate
(www.BayerAdvanced.com) protects
trees from EAB and other destruc-
tive pests. Just measure the
required amount of product, mix it
with water and apply it around the
roots of the tree. It protects for up to
12 months. Always read and follow
label directions.

You need to apply preventive
products early since it can take up
to three months to fully protect
large trees.

Emerald Ash Borer:The $10 Billion Threat

An ash tree damaged by the
Emerald Ash Borer.

(NAPSA)—Many homeowners
these days extend their living
spaces into the great outdoors—
with decks and patios setting the
stage for cookouts, family get-
togethers or afternoon naps in the
sunshine.

Today’s outdoor living space
can be just as comfortable and
stylish as your home’s interior,
there are nearly endless furniture
options available to reflect your
personal tastes and interests.
When selecting outdoor pieces,
it’s important to look for dining
and seating options that combine
livable design with worry-free
durability.

These tips can help you find
the right furniture to make the
most of your outdoor living
space:

• Demand Durability—
Think about the natural elements
your outdoor furniture will need
to endure on a regular basis and
select tables and seating options
that can stand up to the sun, rain,
wind, saltwater or snow. Outdoor
furniture should be both durable
and weather-resistant. Also look
for marine-grade cushions in all-
weather fabrics that don’t need to
be taken inside every time storm
clouds threaten.

• Look for Low Mainte-
nance—No one wants to spend
more time maintaining than
relaxing on outdoor furniture.
Fortunately, wood-alternative
materials require no staining,
sealing and painting to remain
beautiful over time—and they
won’t rot, splinter or crack. Their

“like new” appearance resists food
spills, insects, mold and mildew.
For extra protection, choose furni-
ture with a five-year residential
warranty.

• Go Green—Eco-conscious-
ness doesn’t have to be relegated
to the indoors. Wood-alternative
outdoor furniture is manufac-
tured from a high percentage of
recycled content. For instance,
Trex Outdoor Furniture is cre-
ated by the world’s largest manu-
facturer of wood-alternative deck-
ing and railing from a unique
blend of high-density polyethyl-
ene (HDPE) raw materials—
including post-consumer materi-
als, such as milk jugs and
detergent bottles. In fact, just one
Adirondack chair is comprised of
240 recycled milk jugs.

• Design with Distinction—
Today’s outdoor furniture is
available in a variety of frame and
fabric colors to suit any taste,
whether your style is urban mod-
ern or country classic. For exam-
ple, new Trex Outdoor Furniture
offers themed collections that
make it easy to create a completely
customized look. Bold stripes and
sailboat motifs represent the
Nautical theme, while classic neu-
trals are prominent in Desert
Safari. Ice blues and cool grays
create the refreshing look of
Glacier Mountain and vibrant
greens and chocolate browns add a
touch of the exotic to Tropical
Palm.

For more outdoor furniture
inspiration and information, visit
www.trexfurniture.com.

Spruce Up Outdoor Living Space With Stylish Furnishings

Outdoor furniture is a great way to create a fashionable and relaxing
backyard oasis.

(NAPSA)—It’s never too early to
start discussing your health care
wishes. The peacefulness of your
last days depends on the conversa-
tions you start today. To find out
more about choosing a legally rec-
ognized health care surrogate in
your state, visit www.caringinfo.org.

* * *
Key to getting children to take

care of their teeth is to make it quick,
easy and fun. The Waterpik® Water
Flosser For Kids lets children floss
without the annoyance of string floss
and removes 99.9 percent of plaque
from treated areas. Learn more at
http://kids.waterpik.com.

* * *
Dr. Joshua Riff, Target Corpora-

tion’s medical director, suggests
stocking up on allergy-relief prod-
ucts to prevent, manage and treat
allergies. Visit target.com/pharmacy
for allergy-related products and to
find a Target Pharmacy near you.

* * *
Doctors have a new, more conve-

nient test to help detect colon cancer.
The test, called ColoVantage, is a DNA
blood test and was developed by Quest
Diagnostics, the nation’s leading diag-
nostic testing company. Learn more
at www.QuestDiagnostics.com.




