
11

(NAPSA)—Australia is well
known for its wines—especially
Shiraz—a big, bold gutsy red, that
goes great with rich, red meat
dishes. However, when you want
something lighter, a more sensible
choice is to reach for a crisp,
chilled Australian white. Aus-
tralia has a wide range of fun and
interesting white wines, just per-
fect for sipping in warm weather
and pairing with lighter fare. 

Why not try some of these
interesting food and wine combi-
nations at your next outdoor gath-
ering? The crisp zesty citrus of a
Riesling from the Clare Valley is
perfectly matched with Asian fla-
vors. Tex-Mex dishes go brilliantly
with a vibrant tropical-fruit fla-
vored Verdelho or Semillon/Sauvi-
gnon Blanc from Margaret River.
For a touch of fun, why not try a
sparkling Pinot Chardonnay from
Tasmania with plump New Eng-
land oysters? The possibilities are
endless!

Other delicious Aussie wines
include crisp, clean Pinot Grigio
from Mornington Peninsula; sul-
try and rich Viogner from the
McLaren Vale or smooth and com-
plex bottle-aged Semillon from the
Hunter Valley. For something
totally decadent, try a “sticky,” a
rich sweet dessert wine—served
cold—is the perfect match for sea-
sonal fruits. 

For information about where to
find your favorite Australian
white, contact the Australian Wine
Bureau at 212-351-6585 or e-mail
them at awb.usa@austrade.gov.au.

A true Australian tradition is a
“Barbie”—friends and family
gather for a fresh feast of Aus-
tralian seafood, meats and salads
to celebrate the joys of summer in
true Aussie style. Share the spirit
of Australia at your next party
with this simple outline for the
“perfect outdoor gathering”:

A recipe for a great day—Aussie
style!

1. Gather your best mates
(friends) and family at your
favorite picnic spot or the back-
yard.

2. Fill an Esky (cooler) with ice
to chill your favorite Aussie white
wine and stubbies (beer).

3. Fire up the Barbie (light the
grill).

4. Throw on some green
prawns (shrimp) marinated in soy,
sesame oil, dash of lime and
freshly grated ginger and garlic.
Grill some fresh Barramundi (Aus-
tralian Sea Bass) and eat with
fresh squeezed lemon and cracked
pepper. BBQ some Australian
lamb and beef, rubbed with salt,
pepper and Aussie olive oil.

5. Serve with a fresh salad of
mixed greens tossed with roasted
Australian Macadamia nuts and
drizzled with Australian olive oil
and balsamic vinegar.

6. Finally, uncork (or in the
case of an Aussie Riesling,
unscrew) your Australian white
wine, pour a glass, sit back and
enjoy the sun and serenity.

Outdoor Parties—Australian Style

RECIPE FOR A G’DAY: Fire up the barbie and enjoy a crisp, clean
Australian white wine with friends and family.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re
building a new home, adding a
new room or finishing a basement,
homeowners can ensure a top-
quality drywall installation by fol-
lowing a few basic—but very
important—gypsum board appli-
cation and finishing guidelines.

Installing drywall panels isn’t
an overly complex process. The
panels are available in a variety of
sizes, with 4x8-ft. and 4x12-ft.
sheets being the most commonly
used. If you’re doing the work
yourself, the smaller 4x8-ft. pan-
els are easier to handle. 

Drywall panels are most com-
monly available in 1⁄2- and 5⁄8-inch
thicknesses. The 1⁄2-inch panels
are ideal for most wall surfaces,
while ceilings generally require a
5⁄8-inch thickness to protect
against sagging. However, a 1⁄2-
inch-thick, sag-resistant gypsum
board panel from United States
Gypsum Company, maker of the
popular SHEETROCK brand of dry-
wall, is specially designed for ceil-
ing applications.

Drywall panel installation
techniques are fairly standard.
The real trick to achieving great-
looking results lies in how well
the panels are finished. A poorly
finished drywall surface may
show visible “joint banding” or
“photographing” problems. These
terms refer to a noticeable differ-
ence in appearance between the
drywall panel and the treated
joint areas. These problems are
especially a concern in larger
rooms with an abundance of light-
ing or when semi-gloss or eggshell
paints are used.

Priming or sealing the drywall
surface prior to painting often
doesn’t solve the problem. Con-
ventional primers can help equal-
ize the texture differences be-
tween the drywall face paper and
treated joints, but they may not
equalize the porosity differences.
Sealers, on the other hand, are
typically effective at equalizing
porosity differences, but often do
not correct texture variations. 

To completely eliminate dry-
wall joint banding and pho-
tographing, drywall contractors
use a technique called “skim coat-
ing,” which involves covering the

entire surface with a thin coat of
joint compound. This process
leaves a film thick enough to fill
imperfections in the joint work,
smooth the paper texture and pro-
vide a uniform surface for decorat-
ing. After the skim coat has dried,
a good-quality drywall primer is
applied prior to painting.

A growing number of drywall
contractors are now using a new
spray-applied product, called
SHEETROCK Brand Primer-Surfacer
(TUFF-HIDE), which delivers the
same results as skim-coating fol-
lowed by a primer coat application,
but requires less time to apply.

For homeowners who are tack-
ling drywall projects on their own
and don’t have access to profes-
sional spray equipment, the next
best technique is to use SHEETROCK
Brand First Coat. It’s a specially
formulated product that provides a
superior prime coat over interior
gypsum board. This product mini-
mizes both texture and porosity
differences in new drywall, and
applies easily with a brush or
roller.

Whatever option you choose,
remember that there are no short-
cuts for creating great-looking
gypsum board walls and ceilings.
Each step must be done carefully
and correctly, including board fin-
ishing, which has a major impact
on how well the finished drywall
surface will look.

For more information on the
latest drywall finishing products
and installation tips, visit the
USG Web site at www.usg.com or
call 1-800-USG-4YOU.

The Secret To Great-Looking Drywall Surfaces

The texture and porosity dif-
ferences between drywall face
paper and joint compound must
be equalized to achieve best-
looking finished drywall results.

(NAPSA)—A regional airport in
Kentucky—baseball fields, a golf
course and an industrial park in
West Virginia—prime farm land
in Illinois—are all examples of
post mining land development
that are in use benefitting people
across the nation today because of
the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act, which celebrates
its 25th anniversary in 2002.

Since the law passed in 1977,
mined lands are no longer left
abandoned without proper recla-
mation. Coal mine operators now
reclaim the land as they mine,
returning and restoring land that
was previously mined. Reclamation
leaves mined land as good as new,
if not better than it was before the
mining process began. Valuable
topsoil is salvaged and vegetation
and cattle thrive once again as a
result of the Surface Mining Law.

How The Law Works
Under the law, mine operators

must have a permit before devel-
oping a surface or underground
coal mine. The law prohibits min-
ing within national parks, forests,
wildlife refuges, recreation areas,
and within a restricted distance of
occupied dwellings and public
areas. Prior to the law, fish and
wildlife, historical, or cultural
resources were seldom considered
or preserved. Now the mining
impact of these features is an
important part of the planning
and permitting process.

The law gives primary respon-
sibility for coal mine reclamation
to the states themselves. Twenty-
four states have chosen to accept
this responsibility, while the
Office of Surface Mining regulates
mining practices on Indian and
federal lands. 

To date, more than 180,000
acres of abandoned mine lands
have been restored to productive

use. A good example of this recla-
mation of mine land is a site on
the border of Tennessee and Ken-
tucky. Located along Interstate
75, this site was covered with old
spoil pits and ridges—the
unpleasant aftermath of a mine
that was abandoned in the 1940s.
Everyone traveling northbound on
I-75 could see the effects of mining
before the Surface Mining Law
was enacted. Now, after reclama-
tion, the travelers would have to
be told there was once a surface
mine there, because the mined
area once again looks like the nat-
ural landscape surrounding it.

Baseball Field Is A Hit
But this is only one example of

how the Surface Mining Law pro-
tects our environment. In West
Virginia, local children now enjoy
a Little League baseball field that
was once a coal mine, while in
Maryland, a Christmas tree farm
flourishes on reclaimed land. All
across America, people are enjoy-
ing the benefits of the Surface
Mining Law. 

For more information about
surface mining and how land is
reclaimed, visit www.osmre.gov. 

A Law That’s Good For The Land

IT’S A HIT—Thanks to the Sur-
face Mining Law, children now
enjoy a Little League baseball
field that was once a coal mine.

(NAPSA)—Thousands of dogs
and cats needlessly suffer and
many die each year by accidental
ingestion of household poisons,
including pesticides, popular
houseplants, medication and com-
mon foods.  Items which can be
poisonous include mothballs, pot
pourri, cold medicines, lawn fertil-
izers, antifreeze and day lilies.
Information about how to reduce
the threat of poisoning is available
from the ASPCA Animal Poison
Control Center at 1-888-426-4435
or by visiting www.apcc.aspca.org.

Polycystic kidney disease
(PKD) affects 600,000 children
and adults in the U.S. and 12.5
million people worldwide and is
the world’s most common life-
threatening genetic disease.
Research into potential cures for
PKD is funded by the PKD Foun-
dation, an international not-for-
profit organization. Since 1984,
the foundation has funded $10
million in research. More infor-
mation can be found at www.pkd
cure.org or by calling 800-PKD-
CURE (753-2873).

(NAPSA)—Interest is growing
in a certificate of deposit that
allows a one-time upgrade to a
higher interest rate any time dur-
ing the maturity date. The Raise
Your Rate CD is being offered by
IndyMac Bank, an FDIC-insured
company with a full array of Web-
enhanced banking services. To
learn more, visit the Web site at
www.indymacbank.com.

In the warmer months, when
fabric becomes a bare minimum,
wearing the right lingerie can
help turn heads. To optimize the
look of summer fashions such as
printed cotton tunics, consider the
Wonderbra Wonder of Stretch
Foam bra. Covered in soft
microfiber, the seamless stretch
foam cups stretch to your every
move. For more information on
this and other Wonderbra styles,
visit www.Wonderbra.com.

CPAs are business and finan-
cial experts. Do you want to start
a small business? Upgrade your
company’s computer systems?
Develop a business succession
plan? A CPA has the knowledge
and skills to help you maximize

operations, develop effective
accounting systems, and achieve
your company’s goals.The Ameri-
can Institute of Certified Public
Accountants, or AICPA, is the
national professional organization
for CPAs. The AICPA supports
CPAs in delivering services by
providing guidance, education,
and tools.  To learn more about
CPAs and the services they pro-
vide, visit the AICPA’s Web site at
www.aicpa.org.




